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Introduction by the Author

Through answering general questions, this book aims to introduce this
great religion to people.lt aims at highlighting its uniqueness and
flexibility throughout the ages in embracing the various cultures and
peoples, coexisting with events, and going hand in hand with
developments.It also emphasizes its stability and its ability to survive and
sustain despite all malicious endeavors to distort its image and endurance
that are part of the negative publicity waged against it and which
assoicates it with terrorism and calls people to fight it.

| ask Allah, the High and the Omnipotent, to make this book a lantern
that illuminates the way for those who seek the truth and those with
open minds and hearts, and to make it a message of peace addressed to
all people to know about the religion of Islam.

Belief in the Creator

Should man believe in God?

Man must believe, whether in the true God or in any false deity, which
he might call god or something else.This deity could be a tree, a star in the
sky, a woman, one's boss at work, a scientific theory, or it could even be
some personal whim. However, he must have faith in something that he
could follow and sanctify and refer to in his life course, and he might even
die for its sake.This is what we call "worship", and worshiping the true
God is what sets man free from being a slave to others and to the society.

Who is the True God?

The true God is the Creator and worshiping other than the true God
implies the claim that they are deities.The God must be a creator and the
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proof of his being a creator must be either by witnessing what he has
created in the universe or by revelation from God Who is proven to be a
Creator.So, if this claim has no proof to support it, neither from the
creation of the witnessed universe nor from the words of the Creator,
then such deities are definitely false deities.

It is noticed that in hard times man tries to focus on a single truth and
resorts to only one God.Science has proven the unity of matter and the
unity of the universal system through examining the manifestations and
phenomena of the universe,and through the resemblance and similarity
that exist in it.

Let us imagine what would happen to the children of the same family if
their parents disagree on an important issue, and how their disagreement
would lead to the loss of their children and the destruction of their future.
Similarly, what would be the case if two gods or more rule the Universe?!

Allah Almighty said:
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{If there had been gods besides Allah in the heavens and earth, both
realms would have fallen in disorder. Glory be to Allah — Lord of the
Throne — far above what they ascribe [to Him].} [1]

Moreover,! the existence of the creator must precede the existence of
time, place, and energy.Accordingly, nature cannot be the cause leading

! Surat al-Anbiya’: 22]
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to the creation of the universe because nature itself is made up of time,
place, and energy. Therefore, this cause must have existed before nature.

In addition, the creator must be a vanquisher, i.e., He must possess
authority over everything.

All matters must belong to Him so that He could issue His command of
initiating the creation.

He must possess complete knowledge about everything, i.e., He must
fully know everything.

He must be one and only one and must need no others besides
Himself.He must have no need to be embodied in the form of any of His
creatures.He needs no wife and no progeny in all cases because He must
combine all the attitudes of perfection.

He must be wise and must do nothing except for a specific wisdom.

He must be just and his justice entails reward and punishment. He
must be connected with humans, otherwise he would not be God if He
creates them and abandons them.For this reason, He sends them
messengers to show them the way and to convey His law. Those who
follow the way are entitled to receive His reward, while those who deviate
from it deserve His punishment.

What are the attributes of the Creator and why is He
referred to as Allah?

In the Middle East, the Christians, Jews, and Muslims use the word
"Allah" to refer to God. It means the only true God, the God of Moses and
Jesus. The Creator has introduced Himself in the Noble Qur'an by the
name "Allah" and by other names and attributes. Moreover, the word
"Allah" was mentioned 89 times in the early edition of the Old Testament.
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"The Creator" is one of the attributes of Allah Almighty that has been
mentioned in the Qur’an.
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{He is Allah, the Creator, the Maker, the Fashioner. He has the most
beautiful names. All that is in the heavens and earth glorifies Him, for He
is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.} [2]

The First Who is not preceded by anything and the Last Who is not
followed by anything:
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{He is the First and the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden, and He is All-
Knowing of everything.}

The Governor and the Disposer of all affairs:
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{He manages every matter from the heaven to the earth...}

The All-Knowing and the Omnipotent:
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{He is indeed All-Knowing, Most Capable.}
He is not embodied in the form of any of His creatures:

{...There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-
Seeing.}
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He has no partner and no progeny:
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{Say: “He is Allah, the One; Allah, the Eternal Refuge. He neither begets
nor is He begotten, and there is none comparable to Him.”}

The All-Wise:
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{...And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.}

The Just: {...And your Lord does not wrong anyone.}

Who created the Creator?

This question is the result of a misconception about the Creator and
comparing Him to the creation. Such misconception is refuted by mind
and logic, for instance:

Can man answer the simple question: What is the smell of the color
red? There is no answer to such a question, of course, because the red
color is not classified among things that could be smelled.

The company that manufactures a commodity like the television or the
fridge, for instance, sets rules and criteria for using the device and writes
such instructions in a manual that explains the usage method and
attaches it to the device.The consumer must follow such instructions if he
wants to benefit from the device; however, the manufacturing company
does not yield to these rules.
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We understand from the previous examples that every effect must
have a cause, but God is simply not effected and is not classified among
things that could be created.God is the First before everything; thus, He is
the main (orginal) cause.Despite the fact that the cause-and-effect law is
one of Allah's immutable universal rules, yet Allah Almighty does
whatever He wills and He possesses absolute power.

What are the proofs of the Creator's existence?

Belief in the Creator is built upon the fact that things do not appear
without a cause,not to mention the fact that the huge material populated
universe and the creatures in it possess an intangible awareness and
comply with the immaterial mathematical rules, and to explain the
existence of a material and limited universe, we need an independent
source that is both immaterial and eternal.

A simple set of coincidences could have never brought the universe
into existence because random coincidence can never be the main cause
of soemthing; rather, it is a secondary result that depends on the
availability of other factors (the existence of time, place, matter, and
energy) that could lead to the existence of something by coincidence.So,
the word "coincidence" could not be used to explain anything because it
is nothing at all.

For instance, if someone entered his room and found the glass of the
window broken, he would then ask his family about the one who broke it.
They would answer saying: It was broken by coincidence.The answer here
is wrong because he did not ask about how the window was broken;
rather, he asked about the one who broke the window. Thus, coincidence
is a description of the act but not the doer of the act.The right answer in
this case is to say that so-and-so broke it, then, they could clarify that the
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one who broke it did that by accident or deliberately. The same applies
exactly to the universe and creatures.

So, if we ask who brought the universe and creatures into existence,
and some answer by saying that they were brought into existence by
coincidence, then, this would be the wrong answer because the question
posed was not how the universe was brought into existence; rather, we
asked about who brought it into existence. Therefore, coincidence is not a
doer and not a creator of the universe.

Then, comes the question: Did the Creator of the universe create it by
coincidence or deliberately? The answer is, of course, derived from the
act and its consequences.

Back to the example of the window, if we assume that someone
entered their room and found the glass of the window broken and asked
their family about the one who broke it and they answered: So-and-so
broke it by coincidence, the answer here would be acceptable and logical
because breaking a window is a random thing that can happen by
coincidence.However, if that same person entered a room the next day
and found the glass of the window repaired and as good as before and
asked their family about the one who fixed it and they answered: So-and-
so fixed it by coincidence, the answer here would not be acceptable;
rather, it would be logically impossible because the act, which is fixing the
glass, is not a random act.lt is an organized act that is controlled by rules.
First, the broken glass should be removed and the window frame cleaned.
Then, new glass with accurate measurements that fit the frame should be
cut. Then, the glass needs to be glued to the frame and the frame should
be fixed in its place. All such acts cannot happen by accident; rather, they
must take place intentionally. The logic rule states: The random act that
lacks order may happen by accident, but the organized and coherent act
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and the act that results from order cannot happen by accident; rather, it
happens intentionally.

By looking at the universe and the creatures, we realize that they have
been created according to a perfect order. Moreover, they operate and
submit to both perfect and accurate laws. Therefore, it's logically
impossible that the universe and creatures have been created by
coincidence; in reality they have been created intentionally.Thus,
coincidence is completely eliminated from the question of creating the
universe. [10]

Other proofs of the Creator's existence are:?
1. The Proof of Creation and Origination

It means that the emergence of the universe from non-existence
indicates the existence of the Creating God.
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{Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and earth and the alternation
of the night and day are signs for people of understanding.} [11]

2. The Proof of Inevitability

If we assume that everything has a source and this source has a source,
and this sequence continues perpetually, then, logically we will reach a
beginning or an end.We must inevitably reach a source that has no

2 Yaqin Channel for refuting atheism and secularism:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HHASgETgqgxI
(10]



source, which we call "the main cause" which is different from the main
event.For instance, if we assume that the Big Bang is the main event,
then, the Creator is the main cause that led to this event.

3. The Proof of Perfection and Order

It means that the precision in making the universe and its laws
indicates the existence of the Creating God.
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{Who created seven heavens one above another; you will not see any
imperfection in the creation of the Most Compassionate. Look again; can
you see any flaw?} [12]
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{Indeed, We have created everything according to a determined
measure.}

4. The Proof of Providence

It means that the universe has been created to fit exactly man's
emergence. This proof indicates the divine attributes of beauty and
mercy.

(11]
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{It is Allah Who has created the heavens and earth and sent down rain
from the sky, producing therewith fruits as provision for you. He has made
the ships for your service to sail through the sea by His command, and has
made for you the rivers.} [14]

5. The Proof of Subjugation and Planning

It is related to the divine attributes of majesty and power.
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{And He has created the livestock for you as a source of warmth and
other benefits, and from them you eat. There is beauty for you in them
when you bring them home to rest and when you take them out to graze.
And they carry your heavy loads to lands that you could not reach without
great hardship. Indeed, your Lord is Most Gracious, Most Merciful. And
[He created] the horses, mules and donkeys for you to ride and for
adornment, and He creates other things that you do not know. } [15]

;v.\

6. The Proof of Allocation

It means that what we see in the universe could have taken many
various forms; however, Allah Almighty has chosen the best form.
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{Have you thought about the water that you drink? Is it you who brings

it down from the clouds, or is it We Who bring it down? If We willed, We
could make it salty; will you not then give thanks?} [16]
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{Do you not see how your Lord extends the shade? If He had willed, He
could have made it still. Then We made the sun an indication for it.}

The Qur'an mentions probabilities for explaining how the universe was
created and brought to existence:

-
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{Were they created by none, or were they the creators [of
themselves]? Or did they create the heavens and earth? Rather, they are
not certain in faith.Or do they possess the treasures of your Lord, or do
they have full control [of everything]?}

Were they created by none:

This contradicts many natural laws that we see around us. A simple
example is like saying that the Egyptian pyramids weren't built by anyone
that alone would be sufficient to rebut such a probability.
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Or were they the creators:

Creating Oneself: Did the universe create itself? The term "creature"
refers to something that did not exist and then came into existence. Self-
creation is a logical and practical impossibility due to the fact that self-
creation means that something existed and did not exist at the same time,
which is impossible. Saying that man created himself means that he
existed before existing.

Even when some of the skeptical speak and stress the probability of
self-creation in unicellular organisms, it first must be assumed that the
first cell already existed to start such a discussion. Even with that
assumption in mind, this is not self-creation; rather, it is a reproduction
method (non-sexual reproduction) where the offspring comes from one
single living organism and inherits the genes of that parent only.

Many people, when asked about who brought them into existence,
simply say: My parents are the cause of my existence in this life.
Obviously, this answer is meant to cut things short and find a way out of
this dilemma. Man, by nature, does not like to think profoundly and exert
effort. He certainly knows that his parents will die and he will stay, then,
his offspring will succeed him to give the same answer. He knows very
well that he has nothing to do with creating his children. So, the true
guestion here is: Who brought mankind to existence?

Or did they create the heavens and earth:

None has ever claimed creating the heavens and earth. Only the One in
charge of everything has revealed this truth when He sent His messengers
to mankind. The truth is that He is the Creator, Originator, and Owner of
the heavens and earth and what is in t them, and He has neither a partner
nor a child.
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Allah Almighty said:
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{Say, “Call upon those whom you claim [to be gods] besides Allah. They
do not have even an atom’s weight of authority in the heavens or on
earth, nor do they have any share in either of them, nor is any of them a
helper to Allah.”} [20]

We can set an example here, when a bag is found in a public place and
no one claims ownership except a single person who describes the bag
and what is inside it to prove that it istheirs. In this case, they are entitled
to have the bag until someone else claims it to be theirs, and these are
law in which humanity govern themselves

The Existence of a Creator

All this leads us to the inevitable answer, which is the existence of a
creator. It is strange how man always tries to assume many probabilities
far from this one, as if the probability of this one is something unreal and
unlikely and could never be believed or verified. However, if we adopt a
truthful and fair stance using a scientific and sagacious approach, we'll
definitely reach the fact that the Creating God can never be encompassed,
since He is the Creator of the whole universe, therefore, His essence must
be beyond the limits of the human perception. It is logical to assume that
it is not easy to verify the existence of this unseen power, which must
reveal itself in a way it believes to be appropriate for human perception.
Man must reach the conviction that this unseen power is real and exists
and there is no way out except through certainty in this last and
remaining probability to explain the secret behind this existence.
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Allah Almighty said:
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{So flee to Allah. Indeed, | am a clear warner to you from Him.} [21]

It is @ must to believe in the existence of this creating and originating
God if we are seeking perpetual goodness, bliss, and eternity.

What is the tangible proof of the Creator's existence?

Although we could see the rainbow and the mirage, yet they do not
actually exist.Moreover, we believe in the existence of gravity without
seeing it just because its existence was proven by the material science.

Allah Almighty said:
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{No vision can encompass Him, but He encompasses all vision, and He

is the Most Subtle, the All-Aware.} [22]

As an example to make things clear only, man cannot describe
something immaterial like an "idea". He cannot identify its weight in
grams, its length in centimeters, its chemical structure, its color, its
pressure, its form, and its image.

Perception is classified into four types, which are:
Sensual perception: like seeing an object using sight.

Imaginary perception: like comparing a physical image with something
in one's memory and in one's previous experience.
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Illusory perception: which is feeling how others feel, like someone
feeling that his son is sad.

These three types are common between mankind and animals.

Mental perception, which is the kind of perception that is unique to
man.

Atheists want to omit this kind of perception to put man on the same
level with animals. Mental perception is the strongest kind of perception
because the mind is what rectifies the sense. For instance, when one sees
a mirage, as mentioned in the previous example, it is the mind's job to tell
him that this is just an illusion and not water and it appears only because
of the reflection of light on sand and it does not really exist. So, here one
is deluded by his sense and guided by his mind. Atheists reject mental
evidence and demand a material evidence, which they refer to as
"scientific evidence". Is the mental and logical evidence not scientific as
well? As a matter of fact, it is scientific evidence; however, it is not
material evidence. Try to imagine the reaction of someone who lived on
planet earth five hundred years ago to the mere idea of the existence of
minute microbes that could not be seen with the bare eyes. [23]

Despite the fact that the mind can perceive the Creator's existence and
some of His attributes; nevertheless, it has boundaries. It can perceive the
wisdom behind some issues and fail to perceive it in others.No one, for
example, can perceive the wisdom in the mind of a physicist like Einstein.3

"Bear in mind that Allah has the highest attributes, and the mere
assumption that one has the ability to encompass the complete
perception of Allah proves nothing but one's ignorance about Him. Your

3 Fadel Soliman https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3InWgcv18A
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car may take you to the beach but cannot take you inside the sea. If | ask
you, for instance, about the sea water and how many liters it contains and
you answered by giving any number, in this case you are ignorant.
However, if you reply by saying that you do not know, then this indicates
your knowledge. The only way to know Allah is through His signs in the
universe and through His Qur’anic verses." [24]

The sources of knowledge in Islam are: the Qur’an, the Sunnah,
scholarly consensus, and what is proven by the sound the mind, which is
subservient to the Qur'an and Sunnah, and does not contradict the
revelation. Allah has created the mind to find guidance in universal signs
and material issues that affirm facts mentioned in revelation and do not
contradict them.*

Allah Almighty said:
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{Do they not see how Allah originates the creation then resurrects it?
That is certainly easy for Allah. Say, “Travel through the land and see how
He originated the creation, then Allah will repeat it a second time. Indeed,
Allah is Most Capable of all things.”} [25]
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{Then he revealed to His slave what he had to reveal.}

4 From the sayings of Shaykh Muhammad Ratib an-Nabulsi.
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The most beautiful thing about knowledge is that it is limitless, and the
more we delve in sciences the more sciences we shall discover and we will
never be able to encompass all knowledge.The smartest person is the one
who tries to understand everything, but the most stupid person is the one
who thinks he can understand everything.

Allah Almighty said:

{Say, “If the ocean were ink for [writing] the Words of my Lord, the
ocean would surely run dry before the Words of my Lord are finished,
even if We brought its like to resupply it.”} [27]

Why is the Creator not embodied in the form of any of
His creatures?

As an example to make things clear only, bearing in mind that Allah has
the most highest of attributes, when man uses an electronic device and
controls it from outside, he by no means is within the device.

If we assume that Allah can do this because He is capable of doing
anything, we must also admit that the Creator, the One and Only God,
and the Majestic never does what does not befit His majesty, for Allah is
far Exalted above that.

For example, while bearing in mind that Allah has the highest of
attributes, any priest or religious personality does not go out naked in the
street despite his ability to do so because going out in public in that image
does not befit his religious status.

(19]



Why does taking mediators in worshiping the Creator
lead to eternity in Hellfire?

It is known, according to the human laws, that violating the rights of
the king or the one in charge does not stand on an equal footing with
other crimes. So, what about the King of all kings?! The right of Allah
Almighty upon His servants is to be worshiped alone, as the Prophet (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah's right upon His
servants is that they should worship Him and associate no partners with
Him...Do you know what is the servants' right upon Allah if they do so?" |
said: "Allah and His Messenger know best." He said: "The right of the
servants upon Allah is that He should not punish them."

It is enough to imagine giving someone a gift and that person thanks
and praises someone else for that gift. Bearing in mind that Allah has the
highest attributes, this is how the slaves deal with their Creator; He has
granted them limitless blessings, but they show gratitude to others and
the Creator after all does not need them.

Why does the Creator refer to Himself in the plural
form although He is the One and Only God?

When the Lord of the worlds uses the word "We" to refer to Himself in
many of the Qur’anic verses, this indicates that He alone combines all the
attributes of beauty and majesty. In the Arabic language, this also
indicates power and greatness. Moreover, in the English language it is
called the "royal we" where the plural pronoun is used to refer to
someone who holds a high office like the king, the monarch, or the sultan.
However, the Qur'an always stresses the fact that Allah is One when it
comes to worship.

[20]



Why has the Creator granted mankind the will to
choose between disbelief and belief?

Allah Almighty said:
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{Say, “The truth is from your Lord. Whoever wills may believe, and
whoever wills may disbelieve...} [28]

The Creator could have made us forced on obeying and worshiping
Him; however, compulsion does not achieve the goal behind creating
man.

The divine wisdom is manifested in creating Adam and distinguishing
him with knowledge.

-
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{And He taught Adam the names of everything; then He presented
them to the angels, and said, “Tell Me the names of these, if what you say
is true?”} [29]
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He granted him the ability to choose.
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{We said, “O Adam, dwell in Paradise, you and your wife; and eat
pleasantly from wherever you wish, but do not approach this tree, or else
you will both become the wrongdoers.”} [30]

[21]



Moreover, He opened the door of repentance for him because the will
to choose must inevitably lead to mistakes and sins.
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{Then Adam received some words from his Lord, and He accepted his
repentance. He is the Accepter of repentance, the Most Merciful.} [31]

Allah Almighty wanted Adam to be a vicegerent on earth.
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{And [remember] when your Lord said to the angels, “I am going to
appoint a vicegerent on earth.” They said, “Will You appoint on it
someone who will spread corruption therein and shed blood, while we
glorify You with Your praises and proclaim Your holiness?” He said, “I
know that which you do not know.”} [32]

So, the will and the ability to choose are, in themselves, a blessing if
used and directed in a sound and correct manner. However, they turn into
a curse if used to achieve corrupt objectives.

The will and ability to choose must be surrounded with risks, trials,
struggle, and self-striving. They definitely represent a higher rank and
honor for man than subservience that leads to fake happiness.

Allah Almighty said:

[22]
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{Not equal are those believers who stay behind — except those forced
by necessity — and those who fight in the way of Allah with their wealth
and their lives. Allah has given a higher rank to those who fight with their
wealth and their lives than those who stay behind. To each Allah has
promised a fine reward, but Allah has favored those who fight over those
who stay behind with a great reward.} [33]

What would be the benefit derived from reward and punishment if
there has been no free will for which one deserves recompense?

Despite all this, it should be known that man's actual choices in this life
are limitedand Allah Almighty will hold us accountable only for what we
have chosen freely.We have not chosen, for example, the circumstances
and the environment we grew in, nor did we choose our parents, besides
the fact that we cannot control the way we look or the color of our skin.

Why did Allah create mankind although He does not
need them?

When one finds himself very rich and extremely generous, he invites
his friends and loved ones for food and drink.

Such attributes of ours are nothing but an insignificant part of what
Allah has, as Allah, the Creator, possesses the attributes of majesty and
beauty. He is the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful, the Giver, and
the Generous. He created us to worship Him, to have mercy upon us, to
make us happy and to give us, if we worship Him with sincere devotion
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and obey His commands. All the beautiful human attributes are derived
from His attributes.

He created us and granted us the ability to choose, so, we either
choose the path of obedience and worship or deny His existence and
choose the path of rebellion and sins.

Allah Almighty said:
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{I have not created the jinn and mankind except to worship Me. | seek
no provision from them, nor do | want them to feed Me. Indeed, it is Allah
Who is the All-Provider, Lord of Power, the Mighty.} [34]

_4/

As for the fact that Allah does not need any of His creatures, it is a
proven issue logically and textually.

Allah Almighty said:

[6 2] 45 G bl 2 ZAT AT G
{...Indeed, Allah is in no need of the worlds.} [35]

Logically, it is established that the Creator of perfection possesses the
attributes of absolute perfection, which entails the negation of need for
others since being in need for others is an attribute of deficiency and that
is something that Allah Almighty is far exalted above.

He has distinguished the jinn and mankind from other creatures by
granting them the free will. What makes man distinct is addressing the
Lord of the worlds directly and worshiping Him sincerely out of his free
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will. This way, he fulfills the Creator's wisdom behind putting man on top
of the creatures.

Knowing the Lord of the worlds can be attained by realizing His
beautiful names and sublime attributes, which are divided into two main
groups:

. Names indicating His beauty: They include every attribute that is
related to mercy, pardon, and kindness like Ar-Rahman (the Most
Compassionate), Ar-Rahim (the Most Merciful), Ar-Razzaq (the All-
Provider), Al-Wahhab (the Bestower), Al-Barr (the Most Kind), Ar-Ra’Gf
(the All-Kind), etc.

. Names indicating His majesty: They include every attribute that is
related to power, ability, greatness, and awe like Al-‘Aziz (the All-Mighty),
Al-Jabbar (the Compeller), Al-Qahhar (the Superb Vanquisher), Al-Qabid
(the Constrictor), Al-Khafid (the Abaser), etc.

Our knowledge of the attributes of Allah Almighty leads us to worship
Him in a way that befits His majesty, His glorification, and His exaltation
above whatever does not befit Him seeking His mercy and avoiding His
wrath and punishment. Worshiping Allah is by obeying His commands and
avoiding His prohibitions and by reforming and populating the earth.
Accordingly, the concept of this worldly life revolves around its being an
exam and a test for mankind to be distinguished, thus, Allah raises the
degrees of the pious and they become worthy of being the vicegerents on
earth and the heirs of Paradise in the Hereafter, while He disgraces the
corrupt ones in this worldly life and they end up in Hellfire.

Allah Almighty said:
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{We have made all that is on earth as an adornment for it, so that We
may test them as to which of them is best in deeds.} [36]

So, the issue of why Allah has created mankind has two aspects, which
are:

. An aspect that is related to man, which is clarified by clear texts in the
Qur’an, and that is worshiping Allah Almighty to attain Paradise.

. An aspect that is related to the Almighty Creator, which is the wisdom
behind the creation, and we should know that wisdom belongs to Him
alone and it does not concern any of His creatures. We should also know
that our knowledge is limited and deficient whereas His knowledge is
perfect and absolute.As a matter of fact, the creation of mankind, death,
resurrection, and the Hereafter represents nothing but a very insignificant
part of the creation. It is up to Allah Almighty and it is not the concern of
anyone other than Him from the angels, mankind, or anyone else.

The angels asked their Lord this question when He created Adam, and
He gave them a clear final answer by saying:
25 o ,%’,
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{And [remember] when your Lord said to the angels, “I am going to
appoint a vicegerent on earth.” They said, “Will You appoint on it
someone who will spread corruption therein and shed blood, while we
glorify You with Your praises and proclaim Your holiness?” He said, “I
know that which you do not know.”} [37]
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Answering the angels by telling them that Allah Almighty knows that
which they do not know clarifies several points, which are:. The wisdom
behind creating mankind belongs to Allah alone and the whole thing is up
to Allah and the creatures have nothing to do with it as He{Does whatever
He wills.}Jand He {Cannot be questioned for what He does, but they will be
questioned.}. The reason for creating mankind is part of Allah's
knowledge, which is unknown to the angels, and since it is related to
Allah's absolute knowledge, therefore, He knows best the wisdom that
stands behind it and none of His creatures is aware of it except by His
permission.

Why has the Creator not given mankind the chance to
choose whether to exist in life or not?

If Allah wanted to give His creation the chance to choose whether to
exist in life or not, then, they had to exist in the first place. How could
mankind have a say while being non-existent? It is a matter of existence
and non-existence. Actually, man's attachment to life and his fear for it
are the greatest evidence on how satisfied he is with such a blessing.

The blessing of life is a test for mankind to distinguish the kind person
who is content with his Lord from the mean person who is displeased with
Him. So, the wisdom of the Lord of the worlds behind the creation is to
extract those who are content with Him to be rewarded with His Paradise
in the Hereafter.

This question shows how the misconception could obliterate the
mind's logical thinking when taking control of it, and it is one of the proofs
of the Qur’an's miraculousness,

as Allah Almighty said:
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{I will turn away from My signs those who are arrogant in the land
without any right. Even if they see every sign, they will still not believe in
it; if they see the way of guidance, they will not follow it, but if they see
the way of misguidance, they will follow it as their way. That is because
they have rejected Our signs and were heedless of them.} [40]

It is not appropriate to consider knowing Allah's wisdom from the
creation as one of our rights that we should demand, this way, concealing
such a wisdom from us does not become an act of oppression.

When Allah grants us the opportunity to live eternally in an everlasting
bliss in Paradise, which has what no ear has ever heard, no eye has ever
seen, and no human mind has ever imagined, what oppression lies here?

He grants us the free will to decide for ourselves, so we choose it or we
choose torment.

Allah informs us of what awaits us and provides us with a crystal clear
map of the way to reach such a bliss and avoid the torment.

Allah encourages us in various ways to follow the path to Paradise and
warns us repeatedly against following the path to Hellfire.

He informs us of the stories of the dwellers of Paradise and how they
succeeded in winning it, and the stories of the dwellers of Hellfire and
how they incurred its torment so that we might learn from such stories.
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He narrates for us the conversations between the dwellers of Paradise
and the dwellers of Hellfire that will take place to help us understand the
lesson well.

Allah gives us ten rewards for the one single good deed, and counts the
evil deed as one and tells us so in order to hasten to good deeds.

Allah informs us that if we do something good after committing an evil
deed, the former will erase the latter, i.e., we shall win ten rewards and
will have our evil deed omitted.

He also tells us that repentance erases what precedes it, so the one
who repents of a sin is like the one who is sinless.

Moreover, Allah makes the one who guides to good like the one who
does it.

He makes it very easy for us to win rewards, as we can gain great
rewards and get rid of our sins effortlessly by asking for His forgiveness,
by exalting Him, and by reading the Adhkar (regular supplications).

He grants us ten rewards for every letter that we recite of the Qur’an.

Allah rewards us for the mere intention of doing something good, even
if we could not do it, and He does not hold us accountable for the evil
intention as long as it is not put into action.

Allah promises to guide us more, grant us success, and make the ways
of goodness easy for us if we hasten to goodness.

What oppression lies in this?

As a matter of fact, Allah does not deal with us according to His justice
alone; rather, He deals with us according to His mercy, generosity, and
benevolence.
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The Religion that Allah Approves of for His
Slaves

What is religion?

Religion is a way of life that regulates man's relation with his Creator
and with those around him, and it is the path that leads to the Hereafter.

What is the need for religion?

The need for religion is more essential than the need for food and
drink.Man is religious by nature, so if he is not guided to the true religion,
he will invent a religion for himself as what happened in the pagan
religions that were invented by people.Man needs security in this life as
well as in the Hereafter and after his death,

and the true religion is what guarantees its followers complete security
in both abodes. For example,

if we are walking along a road and we do not know its end, we have
two options: either to follow the instructions written on the signboards
that are on the way, or to try guessing which could lead us to be lost and
destroyed.

Moreover, if we wanted to buy a television and try to make it operate
without referring to the manual, it will be damaged. The television that is
produced by the same factory reaches us here, for instance, with the
same manual that is sent to another country; hence, we should use it in
the same manner.

Another example, when someone wants to contact another person,
that second person must inform him of the possible method to contact
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him by asking him to call him on the phone, for instance, instead of
contacting him through the email. The first person must use the exact
phone number that the other gave him and cannot use any other number.

The previous examples show us that mankind cannot worship Allah by
following their personal desires because by doing this they will harm
themselves before causing harm to others.Some nations dance and sing in
the places of worship to communicate with the Lord of the worlds, while
others clap their hands to awaken the god according to their
beliefs.Others worship Allah by taking a mediator and think that Allah is
embodied in the form of a human or a rock.Allah, thus, wants to protect
us from ourselves when we worship what could never bring us benefit or
harm; rather, it could cause our destruction in the Hereafter.Associating
others with Allah in worship is considered the gravest major sin and
eternal punishment in Hellfire is set for such a sin.Allah Almighty, out of
His greatness, has created a system, which is called "religion", for all of us
to comply with so it could regulate our relation with Him and with those
around us.

What are the qualities of the true religion?

First of all, the true religion must be compatible with man's initial
natural disposition that needs a direct relationship with its Creator
without the interference of mediators, which represents man's virtues
and good qualities.

It also has to be a religion that is easy and simple, understood and not
complicated, and appropriate for every time and place.

It must be a consistent religion for all generations, countries, and all
types of people along with various laws that fit man's need in all times. It
must not accept additions or omissions depending on personal desires as
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in the case of customs and traditions that have been established by
people.

It must include clear beliefs and must not need a mediator. It must not
depend on emotions; rather, it must depend on sound and proven
evidence.

It must cover all issues of life and all time and place, and must be fit for
this worldly life and for the Hereafter, and it must build the soul without
forgetting the body.

It must protect people's lives, honor, and properties and must respect
their rights and minds.

Thus, whoever does not follow such a methodology that conforms with
his natural disposition will live a confused and an unstable life, and will
feel constriction in his chest and breath, let alone the torment in the
Hereafter.

What is the importance of commitment to morals
under the umbrella of religion?

When humanity perishes, none will remain except the Ever-Living Who
never dies. Whoever says that the commitment to morals under the
umbrella of religion is unimportant is like one who studies for twelve
years and at the end says that he does not want the certificate.

Allah Almighty said:
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{We will turn to whatever deeds they did and turn them into scattered
dust.} [41]
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Populating the earth and good morals are not the objectives of
religion; rather, they are a means. The objective of religion is to acquaint
man with his Lord, then with the source of his existence, his way, and his
destiny. A good end and destiny cannot be attained except through
knowing the Lord of the worlds by worshiping Him and winning His
pleasure. The way to achieve this is by populating the earth and adopting
good morals on condition that one's deeds are meant to seek Allah's
pleasure.

Let us assume that someone has subscribed to a social insurance
agency to get a pension; however, the company made a statement that it
will not be able to pay pensions and will shut down soon and that person
learns about it, will he continue to deal with it?

Whenever man realizes the inevitable fact that humanity will perish
and that it is incapable of rewarding him at the end, and that everything
he has offered for the sake of humanity will turn into scattered dust, he
will feel terribly disappointed. The believer is the one who works, exerts
effort, treats people kindly, and helps humanity for the sake of Allah and,
consequently, attains happiness in this world and in the Hereafter.

It is meaningless if the employee maintains his relationship with his
colleagues and respects them while neglecting his relationship with his
employer. Therefore, to attain goodness in our life and win others'
respect our relationship with our Creator must be the best and strongest
one.

In addition, there is a question that we must ask: What drives man to
adopt morals and values and respect the laws or respect other people?
What is the criterion that disciplines man and forces him to do what is
good and keep away from evil?If people's answer is that man does so by
the force of law, we should reply by saying that law is not present in every
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time and place and it is not sufficient to solve all conflicts on the local and
international levels. Moreover, most of people's deeds are done away
from law and from the eyes of people.

The need for religion is sufficiently proven by the existence of this
great number of religions which the majority of nations resort to for
organizing their life and disciplining the attitudes of its people on the basis
of religious laws.As we know, the only criterion that could discipline man
in the absence of law is his religious beliefs, since the law cannot be with
man in all times and and places.

The only thing that could act as a deterrent and restraint for man is his
inner belief in the existence of a watcher and a reckoner.This belief is
deeply engraved in one's heart and comes clearly to the surface when
man is about to do something wrong. At this moment, his good and evil
urges are in conflict and he tries to conceal from people any disgraceful
act, or any act that is condemned by the sound natural disposition.All this
proves the fact that the concept of religion and belief exists in the depths
of the soul of a human.

Religion is there to fill the vacancy that man-made laws could never fill
or force the minds and hearts to abide by regardless of time and place.

The motive behind doing goodness differs from one person to another
and everyone has his own motives and personal interests that drive him
to abide by certain morals and values. For example:

The punishment: It could be what deters man from harming people.
The reward: It could be what drives man to do good.

Self-satisfaction: it could be what disciplines man and helps him control
his desires and yearnings, as man has a mood and personal desires, and
what appeals to him today might not appeal to him tomorrow.
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The religious restraint: It is knowing Allah and fearing Him and being
aware of His existence wherever one goes, and it is a strong and efficient
motive. [42]

Religion has a great impact on stimulating people's feelings and
emotions whether negatively or positively. This proves that people's
natural disposition is originally built upon knowing Allah and it could be
used often, whether intentionally or unintentionally, as a motive that
drives man. This indicates the significance of religion in man's awareness
since it is related to his Creator.”

Does referring to religion deactivate the mind and
logic?

The mind's role is to judge things and approve them; however, the
mind's inability to reach the purpose behind man's existence, for instance,
does not cancel its role; rather, it gives religion the chance to inform it of
what it has failed to realize.The religion informs the mind of its Creator,
the source of its existence, and the purpose behind its existence, then the
mind carries out the process of understanding, judging, and affirming such
information.Thus, acknowledging the Creator's existence does not cause
one's mind or logic to switch off.

Why is it not correct for mankind to replace religion
with the experimental science?

Many people, in our present time, believe that light exists outside the
boundaries of time, yet they cannot accept the fact that the Creator does

> Atheism a giant leap of faith Dr. Raida Jarrar.
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not submit to the rules of time and place, i.e., Allah Almighty is before
everything and after everything and none of His creatures can encompass
Him.

Many believe that when the connected particles are separated they
keep communicating with each other at the same time, yet they cannot
accept the idea that the Creator is present with His servants with His
knowledge wherever they go. Man believes that he possesses a mind
without seeing it, yet he refuses to believe in Allah without seeing Him.

Many refuse to believe in Paradise and Hellfire, yet they accept the
existence of other worlds that they cannot see. The material science
informs man that he should believe in things that do not exist in the first
place like the mirage, and he actually believes in it; however, at the time
of death, the physics and chemistry will be of no avail to mankind as they
have promised them with nothing but non-existence.

Man cannot deny the author's existence for merely knowing the book,
as they are not alternatives. Science has discovered the laws of the
universe, yet it did not set such laws, it is the Creator Who has set them.

Some of the believers hold the highest degrees in physics and
chemistry; however, they are aware that behind such universal laws there
stands a great Creator.So, the material science, in which the materialists
believe, has discovered the laws that were created by Allah but it has not
created such laws.Scientists can find nothing to study without such laws
that have been created by Allah. Meanwhile, faith benefits the believer in
this worldly life and in the Hereafter because knowing and learning about
the universal laws increase their belief in their Creator.

When catching severe flu or fever, one may not be able to get himself a
cup of water, so, how could he dispense with his relationship with his
Creator?
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Science constantly changes, and having complete faith in science only
is a problem in itself because emerging new discoveries annuls previous
theories. Some of what we consider as science is still theoretical. Even if
we assume that all the science that has been discovered is established
and accurate, there still remains a problem, as in the present time,
science attributes all the glory to the discoverer and neglects the Maker.
For example, let us assume that someone enters a room and discovers an
extremely beautiful painting that is perfectly drawn, then, he comes out
to tell people about that discovery. Everyone comes to admire the man
who discovered the painting and forgets to ask the most important
guestion: "Who draw it?" This is what people do, as they admire so much
the scientific discoveries of the laws of nature and space and forget about
the creativity of the One Who created such laws.

The material science can help man make a rocket; however, it cannot
help him in judging the beauty of an artistic painting for instance, or in
estimating the value of things, or in acquainting us with good and evil.The
material science informs us that the bullet kills, but it does not inform us
that it is wrong to use it in killing others.

Albert Einstein, the famous physicist, said: "Science can never be the
source of morals. There is no doubt that there are moral bases for
science; however, we cannot say that there are scientific bases for morals.
| failed and all the endeavors to subjugate morals to the laws and
equations of science shall fail as well."

Immanuel Kant, the famous German philosopher, said: "The moral
evidence on God's existence is established in accordance with the
requirements of justice because the good man must be rewarded, and the
evil must be punished. This will not happen unless there exists a superior
source that holds man accountable for his deeds. The evidence is also
established in accordance with the requirements of the possibility of
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combining between virtue and happiness, since they cannot be combined
except in the presence of what is beyond nature, Who knows everything
and is capable of everything. This superior source who exists beyond
nature represents the God."

Is religion the opium of the people?

As a matter of fact, religion is commitment and responsibility. It makes
the conscience alert and urges the believer to hold himself accountable
for all his deeds, the big and small. The believer is responsible for himself,
his family, his neighbor, and even for the passerby. He utilizes the
available means and relies upon Allah, and | do not think that such are the
gualities of the opium addicts. [43]

The real opium of the people is atheism not faith, since atheism calls its
followers to materialism and to marginalizing their relationship with their
Creator by rejecting religion and abandoning responsibilities and duties,
and by urging them to enjoy the instant moment despite the
consequences. Hence, they do whatever they like in the absence of the
worldly punishment, believing that there exists no divine watcher or
reckoner, and no resurrection or reckoning. Is this not the real description
of addicts?!°

How is it possible to distinguish the right religion?

It is possible to distinguish the right religion from others through three
main points, which are: [44]

& Opium is a kind of drug extracted from the poppy plant and that is
used in making heroin.
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. The attributes of the Creator or God in this religion.’
. The qualities of the messenger or the prophet.
. The content of the message.

The heavenly message or the religion must contain a description and
an explanation of the attributes of beauty and majesty of the Creator, and
an introduction of His essence, and the proofs of His existence.
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{Say: “He is Allah, the One; Allah, the Eternal Refuge. He neither begets
nor is He begotten, [45]. and there is none comparable to Him.”} [45]

&1 55 @l paal 3 5edlly ol e 5 1 a0 Y all T 5
58l T 3l ’;M”:ss el AT 380 Ul b N ) § el

>0 35 7

@13;\ e (I 3;4:3\ L;)u\ Shadl & 5a @d;ﬂ e &l s
[24-22 ] "%@@r&;\ oAl 58 el 3.4

{He is Allah; none has the right to be worshiped except Him, Knower of
the unseen and the seen; He is the Most Compassionate, the Most
Merciful. He is Allah; none has the right to be worshiped except Him, the
Sovereign, the Most Holy, the Most Perfect, the Granter of Security, the
Watcher over all, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to
Allah far above what they associate with Him. He is Allah, the Creator, the
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7 Quoted from "Khurafat al-1lhad" by Dr. ‘Amr Sharif, the edition of
2014.
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Maker, the Fashioner. He has the most beautiful names. All that is in the
heavens and earth glorifies Him, for He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.}

Concerning the concept and the qualities of the messenger, the
religion or the heavenly message must:

1. Explain the manner of communication between the Creator and the
messenger.

{I have chosen you, so listen to what is being revealed.} [47]

2. Clarify the fact that the prophets and messengers are responsible for
conveying the message from Allah.
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{O Messenger, convey what has been sent down to you from your
Lord...} [48]

3. Clarify the fact that the messengers were not sent to call people to
worship them but to worship Allah alone.
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{It is not for a human being whom Allah has given the Scripture,
wisdom, and prophethood to say to the people, “Be my worshipers
instead of Allah.” Rather, he would say, “Be devoted servants of your Lord
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because of your teaching of the Scripture and because of your study
thereof.”} [49]

4. Confirm the fact that the prophets and messengers represent the
highest peak in the limited human perfection.
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{Indeed, you are of a great moral character.} [50]
5. Confirm the fact that the messengers represent the human role
model for people.
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{Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah you have an excellent example for
those who look forward to Allah and the Last Day, and remember Allah
much.} [51]

It is impossible to accept a religion whose texts tell us that its
messengers are adulterers, murderers or killers, and traitors, or a religion
whose texts are congested with treason in its worst levels.

As for the message content, it must contain:
1. A definition of the creating God.

The right religion does not describe God with attributes that do not
befit His majesty or that undermine Him, by saying that the God is
embodied in the form of a rock or an animal, or that He begets or is
begotten, or that He has a peer from among His creatures.
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{...There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-
Seeing.} [52]

éu)uw\&ujag;yjz:ww;\:ﬁ;ﬂ 2537 55 ) ) ¥ s
r@,\u m;,::u;x;:m;ﬁ; S fads il 5 o (2N
waf VT it 8 s B 1 Visle 55 ety
[255 15 5l] 46k \3;)\

{Allah: none has the right to be worshiped except Him, the Ever-Living,
All-Sustaining. Neither drowsiness overtakes Him nor sleep. To Him
belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on earth. Who is there that
can intercede with Him except with His permission? He knows what was
before them and what will be after them, while they encompass nothing
of His knowledge, except what He wills. His Kursi [footstool] extends over
the heavens and earth, and safeguarding of both does not weary Him, for
He is the Most High, the Most Great.}

2. A clarification of the objective and the goal behind existence.
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{I'have not created the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.} [54]
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{Say, “I am only a man like you; it has been revealed to me that your
God is One God. So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, let him
do righteous deeds and associate none in the worship of his Lord.”}

3. Religious concepts that are within the limits of the human
capabilities.
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{...Allah wants ease for you and does not want hardship for you...} [56]

5] 6. Eoziil B \gley aasd G g ey V) L B UK Ve
[286

{Allah does not burden any soul greater than it can bear. For it is what
it has earned, and against it is what it has incurred...}
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{Allah wants to lighten your burdens, for man was created weak.}

4. Logical evidence on the soundness of the concepts and axioms that
it presents.

The message must offer clear and sufficient logical proofs of the
soundness of what it presents.

Not only has the Noble Qur’an offered logical evidence, but it has also
challenged the polytheists and the atheists to offer proofs of the
soundness of their claims.

[43]
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{And they say, “None will enter Paradise except a Jew or a Christian.”
That is their wishful thinking. Say, “Produce your proof, if you are
truthful.”} [59]
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{Whoever invokes another god besides Allah, for which he has no
proof, his reckoning will be with his Lord. Indeed, the disbelievers will
never succeed.}
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{Say, “Look at what is in the heavens and earth.” But the signs and
warnings are of no avail to those who do not believe.}

5. No contradiction between the religious contents presented in the
message.
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{Do they not then ponder on the Qur’an? If it had been from anyone

other than Allah, they would have surely found in it many discrepancies.}
[62]
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{It is He Who has sent down to you the Book. In it are definite verses,
which are the foundation of the Book; while others are ambiguous. Those
with deviant hearts follow the ambiguous verses, seeking discord and
seeking their [false] interpretation. But no one knows their [true]
interpretation except Allah. And those who are well-grounded in
knowledge say, “We believe in it. It is all from our Lord.” None will take
heed except people of understanding.}

6. No contradiction between the religious text and man's natural moral
law.
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{Adhere sincerely to the true religion in all uprightness. This is the
natural disposition with which Allah has created mankind. There is no
change in Allah’s creation. This is the straight religion, but most people do
not know.} [64]
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{Allah wants to make things clear to you and guide you to the
[righteous] ways of those before you, and accept your repentance; and
Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. Allah wants to accept your repentance, but
those who follow their lusts want you to deviate a massive deviation.}

7. No contradiction between the religious concepts and the concepts of
the material science.
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{Are the disbelievers not aware that the heavens and earth were joined

together and then We split them apart? We created from water every
living thing. Will they not then believe?} [66]

8. It must not be isolated from the reality of man's life and it must keep
abreast of the civilizational progress.
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{Say, “Who has forbidden the adornments and lawful provisions that
Allah has brought forth for His slaves?” Say, “They are for the believers in
the life of this world, and they will be exclusively for them on the Day of
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Resurrection. This is how We make the verses clear for people who have
knowledge.”} [67]

9. It must be fit for every time and place.
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{...Today | have perfected your religion for you, completed My favor
upon you, and have chosen Islam as your religion...} [68]

10. The message must be universal.

{Say [O Prophet], “O people, | am the Messenger of Allah to you all. To
Him belongs the dominion of the heavens and earth; none has the right to
be worshiped except Him; He gives life and causes death.” So believe in
Allah and His Messenger, the unlettered Prophet, who believes in Allah
and His words, and follow him, so that you may be guided.} [69]

What is the difference between the religion of Allah
and people's traditions?

There is something called the sound Fitrah (natural disposition) or the
sound logic. So, whatever conforms to logic and to the sound natural
disposition and the sound mind is from Allah, and whatever is
complicated is from human beings.

For example,

If we were told by a cleric, whether a Muslim, Christian, Hindu, or of
any other religion, that the universe has one Creator alone, Who has no
partner and no child, and Who does not come to earth in the form of a
man, an animal, a rock, or an idol, and that we must worship Him alone
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and resort to Him alone during calamities, then verily, this is the religion
of Allah.However, if a cleric, be he a Muslim, Christian, Hindu, etc., tells us
that Allah is embodied in any form that is known to mankind and that we
must worship Allah and resort to Him through some person, prophet,
priest, or saint, then this is from human beings.

The religion of Allah is clear and logical and free from mysteries. So, if a
cleric wants to convince someone that Muhammad (may Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) is a god and we must worship him, he will
have to exert a great effort to convince him and he will never be
convinced because he might ask: How could Prophet Muhammad be god
despite the fact that he used to eat and drink like the rest of us?The cleric
may even end up saying to him: You are not convinced because this is a
mystery and an ambiguous concept, but you shall understand it when you
meet Allah. This is what many do today in justifying their worship of Jesus,
Buddha and others.Such an example proves that the right religion of Allah
must be free from riddles, which come only from human beings.

Moreover, the religion of Allah is free, i.e., everyone has the freedom
to pray and worship Allah in His houses without having to pay fees to get
a membership and be able to practice worship there. However, if people
are forced to register and pay money in any place of worship to practice
worship, then this is from human beings.It must be noted that if a cleric
tells people that they have to give out charity to help people directly, then
this is from the religion of Allah.

People are equal in the religion of Allah. There is no difference
between an Arab and a non-Arab, a white and a black except in terms of
piety.So, if some believe that there is a certain mosque, church, or temple
for white people only, whereas black people have a separate place, then
this is from human beings.
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Honoring woman and holding her in high esteem, for instance, is a
command from Allah; yet, suppressing women is done by people.Thus, if
there is a suppressed Muslim woman in a certain country, for example,
you shall find suppressed Hindu, Buddhist, and Christian women in the
same country, as this is the culture of nations that has nothing to do with
the right religion of Allah.

The right religion of Allah is in a constant conformity and harmony with
the natural disposition. For example, anyone who smokes cigarettes or
consumes alcohol will always ask his children to keep away from smoking
and consuming alcohol because deep down he knows how perilous they
are for health and society.So, when the religion prohibits intoxicants, for
instance, this is indeed one of the commands of Allah.However, the
prohibition of milk makes no sense because everyone knows how useful it
is for health, that is why it was not prohibited by the religion.Allah, out of
His mercy and kindness, has permitted us to eat what is good and
prohibited us from eating what is evil.

The head-cover for woman and the modest clothes for both men and
women are, for instance, from the commands of Allah; however, the
details concerning the colors and designs are the choice of people. The
atheist Chinese woman and the Christin Swiss female farmer wear a head-
cover based on the fact that dressing modestly is part of the natural
disposition.

Terrorism, for example, is widespread in various forms around the
world among sects from all religions. There are Christian sects in Africa
and all around the world that kill and practice the worst forms of
suppression and violence under the name of religion and Allah. They
represent 4% of the Christians in the world. While those who practice
terrorism under the name of Islam represent only 0.01% of the Muslims in
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the world. Not only so, but terrorism is widespread as well among the
Buddhist and Hindu sects and other sects from other religions.

This is the way we can distinguish between the truth and falsehood
before reading any religious book.

What makes Islam the true religion?

The teachings of Islam are flexible and inclusive of all aspects of life
because it is a religion that is related to the human natural disposition
that Allah created. This religion is compatible with the norms of this
natural disposition, which are:

. Having belief in the One and Only God, Who is the Creator, Who has
no partner or child. He is not embodied in the form of a man, animal, idol,
or a stone, and He is not a trio.. Worshiping this Creator alone without
taking mediators.He is the Creator of the universe and everything within
it. Nothing is like Him, and people must worship the Creator alone
through communicating with Him directly when repenting of a certain sin
or when asking for help, and not through a priest, saint, or any other
mediator.. The Lord of the worlds is Most Merciful to His creatures more
than the mother is to her children, as He forgives them whenever they
return and repent to Him.. It is the Creator's right to be worshiped alone,
and it is man's right to be directly connected to his Lord.

.The creed of Islam is substantiated, clear, simple, and far away from
blind belief.Islam does not only address the heart and emotions and does
not depend on them as a foundation for belief; rather, it confirms its
principles through making convincing and irrefutable arguments, with
clear evidence, and correct justifications that are logically and find their
way to the hearts as well, and all this through the following:
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. Sending messengers to answer the natural questions that people have
in mind about the purpose behind existence, the source of existence, and
the destiny after death, and offering proofs from the universe, self, and
history of the existence and oneness of Allah and His perfection. And
presenting evidence on resurrection by creating man and creating the
heavens and earth, and reviving earth after its death, and proving His
wisdom and justice by rewarding the good and punishing the evil.

The name of "Islam" reflects man's relationship with the Lord of the
worlds. It does not represent the name of a specific person or place unlike
other religions.For example, Judaism was named after Judah, son of Jacob
(peace be upon him), Christianity was named after the Messiah, Hinduism
was named after the region where it emerged, etc.
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Pillars of Iman (Faith)

What are the pillars of faith without which the
Muslim's faith is invalid?

The Pillars of faith are:

Belief in Allah: "It is the firm belief that Allah is the Lord and Sovereign
of everything, the only Creator, the One worthy of worship and
submission, the One Who possesses the attributes of perfection, and the
One Who is Exalted above any deficiency, along with being committed to
this and acting upon it." [70]

Belief in the Angels: It is the belief in their existence and in the fact that
they are creatures from light who obey Allah Almighty and never disobey
Him.8

Belief in the Divine Books: It includes every book that was sent down
by Allah Almighty on every messenger,like the Gospel that was sent down
on ‘Isa (Jesus),the Torah that was sent down on Misa (Moses),the Psalms
that was sent down on Dawild (David),the Scriptures of Ibrahim
(Abraham) and Moses, [71]and the Qur’an that was sent down on
Muhammad (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon them all).

Belief in the prophets and messengers.?

8 "Siyaj al-‘Aqidah al-lman Billah" by ‘Abdul-‘Aziz ar-Rajihi (p.9).

9 The original copies of these books contain the message of Tawhid
(monotheism), which means belief in and worship of the Creator alone;
[52]



Belief in the Last Day: It is the belief in the Day of Judgment when Allah
resurrects people for reckoning and recompense.

Belief in Divine Decree and Predestination: It is the belief in the plan of
Allah for the creatures according to His prior knowledge and in
compliance with His wisdom.

The level of lhsan (perfection) comes after Iman (faith) and it is the
highest level in the religion. The meaning of lhsan is manifest in the words
of the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) as he said:
"Ihsan means to worship Allah as if you see Him, for, although you do not
see Him, He surely sees you." [72]

lhsan means perfecting all acts and deeds and exerting the utmost
efforts for the sake of Allah Almighty without expecting a material return
or human praise or gratitude. It also means performing deeds in a manner
that conforms to the Sunnah of the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) and that is sincerely offered for the sake of Allah
Almighty with the intention of getting close to Him. Those who adopt
Ihsan in the societies are the successful role models who benefit others by
encouraging them to follow in their footsteps in carrying out religious and
worldly good deeds, seeking the reward from Allah. This is the category
through whom Allah fulfills the development and prosperity of the human
life and the construction and progress of countries.°

however, they were distorted and were abrogated after the revelation of
the Qur’an and the Sharia of Islam.

10 The Hadith of Jibril (Gabriel). [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4777) and
Muslim with a similar narration (9)]
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Is belief in the previous messengers essential in the
Muslim's creed?

Belief in all the messengers sent by Allah to mankind, without making
distinction between them, is one of the pillars of the Muslim's creed
without which his faith is invalid.Moreover, the denial of any messenger
or prophet contradicts the basic principles of the religion.All prophets of
Allah brought glad tidings of the advent of the last Prophet, Muhammd
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him).Furthermore, many of the
prophets and messengers sent by Allah to various nations were
mentioned in the Noble Qur’an like NGh (Noah), Abraham, Isma‘l
(Ishmael), Is-haqg (Isaac), Ya‘qib (Jacob), Yasuf (Joseph), Moses, David,
Sulayman (Solomon), and Jesus, and there are others who were not
mentioned.So, the probability that some of the religious characters in
Hinduism and Buddhism, like Rama, Krishna, and Gautama Buddha, could
be from the prophets who were sent by Allah is not totally far-fetched.
However, there is no supporting evidence from the Noble Qur’an on that;
thus, the Muslim must not believe in it.Differences between creeds
appeared only when people started sanctifying and worshiping their
prophets instead of Allah.
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{We have sent messengers before you; of them are some whose
stories We have told you, and some We have not. It was not for a
messenger to bring a sign except with Allah’s permission. But when the
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decree of Allah comes, judgment will be passed with justice, thereupon
the people of falsehood will be in utter loss.} [73]
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{The Messenger believes in what has been sent down to him from his
Lord, as do the believers. All of them believe in Allah, His angels, His
Books, and His messengers, [saying], “We make no distinction between
any of His messengers.” And they say, “We hear and obey. Grant us Your
forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the [final] destination.”}

{Say [O believers], “We believe in Allah and what has been sent down
to us; and what was sent down to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and the
descendants [of Jacob]; and what was given to Moses and Jesus; and what
was given to the prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction
between any of them, and to Him we have submitted.”}

What is the difference between the angel, the jinn,
and the devil?

As for the angels, they are great creatures of Allah. They were created
from light and have a natural disposition to goodness. They obey the
commands of Allah Almighty, exalt Him, and worship Him without ever
getting bored or tired.
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{They glorify Him day and night tirelessly.} [76]
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{...who never disobey whatever Allah commands and do whatever they
are commanded.}

tL\

Having faith in the angels is something common between the Muslims,
Jews, and Christians. Jibril (Gabriel) is one of the angels whom Allah has
taken as a mediator between Him and His messengers, so he used to
descend with the revelation to them. There is also Mika’ll (Michael) who is
in charge of the rain and plants, Israfil whose mission is to blow the
trumpet on the Day of Judgment, and others.

As for the jinn, they belong to the world of the unseen. They live with
us on earth and are commanded to obey Allah and prohibited from
disobeying Him, just like the human beings; however, we cannot see
them. They were created from fire, whereas man was created from
clay.Allah mentioned stories that clarify the strength and ability of the
jinn, including their ability to make an influence through whispering or
inspiration without physical interference. However, they do not know the
unseen and cannot harm the believer who have strong faith.
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{...But the devils whisper to their [human] friends to argue with you...}
[78]

As for the devil, he is every arrogant and obstinate human or jinni.
What is the evidence on resurrection after death?

All proofs from the universe and phenomena indicate the fact that
there is a constant process of reconstruction and recreation in life. There
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are many examples of this including the revival of earth after its death
with rain.

Allah Almighty said:
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{He brings the living out of the dead and the dead out of the living, and
gives life to the earth after its death. This is how you will be brought
forth.} [79]

Another evidence on resurrection is the perfect system of the universe
that is flawless, even the extremely minute electron cannot move from
one orbit to another inside the atom unless it gives or takes an amount of
energy that is equal to its movement. So, how could you believe that in
such a system the murderer or the oppressor could escape without being
reckoned or punished by the Lord of the worlds?!

Allah Almighty said:
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{Did you think that We created you with no purpose, and that you
would not be brought back to Us?Exalted is Allah, the True Sovereign!
None has the right to be worshiped except Him, the Lord of the Honorable
Throne.} [80]

z
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{Do those who commit evil deeds think that We will make them equal
to those who believe and do righteous deeds, in this life and after their
death? How poorly they judge! Allah created the heavens and earth for a
true purpose, and so that every soul may be recompensed for what it has
earned, and they will not be wronged.}

Do you not notice that we lose many of our relatives and friends in this
life and we know that we shall die like them one day; yet deep down we
feel that we shall live forever. If man's body had been made up of matter
within the framework of a material life and material laws without a soul
to be resurrected and reckoned, this natural feeling of freedom would
have been meaningless, as the soul rises above time and goes beyond
death.

How does Allah bring the dead to life?

Allah brings the dead to life just as He created them the first time.

Allah Almighty said:
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{O people, if you are in doubt concerning the Resurrection, then We
surely created you from dust, then from a drop of sperm, then from a
clot, then from a lump of flesh — formed or unformed — so that We may
make it clear to you [Our power]. We settle in the wombs whatever We
will for an appointed term. Then We bring you out as infants, then [We
nurture you] so that you may reach your maturity. Then some of you die,
while others are left to reach the decrepit old age so that they may know
nothing after having knowledge. You see the land lifeless, then as soon as
We send down rain on it, it stirs and swells to life and brings forth every
type of pleasant plant.} [82]
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{Does man not see that We have created him from a sperm drop, then
he becomes a clear adversary, producing arguments against Us while
forgetting his own creation. He says, “Who can give life to the bones after
they have crumbled to dust?” Say, “The One Who created them in the
first place will give life to them, for He has full knowledge of every created
being.}
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{See then the effects of Allah’s mercy, how He revives the earth after
its death. Indeed, it is He Who will raise the dead, and He is Most Capable
of all things.}

How does Allah bring His servants to account at the
same time?

Allah will bring His servants to account at the same time just as He
provides for them at the same time.

Allah Almighty said:

{Your creation and resurrection is only like that of a single soul. Indeed,
Allah is All-Hearing, All Seeing.} [85]

Why does the Muslim not believe in reincarnation?

Everything in the universe falls under the control of the Creator. He
alone possesses comprehensive and absolute knowledge, and the ability
and strength to subjugate everything to His will. The sun, the planets, the
galaxies all function thoroughly since the beginning of the creation, and
these same thoroughness and ability apply to the creation of mankind.
The harmony between the human bodies and their souls proves that it is
impossible to make such souls inhabit animals' bodies or roam among the
plants and insects, and reincarnation is even impossible among human
beings. Allah Almighty has distinguished man with the mind and
knowledge and has made him a vicegerent on earth. He preferred him
and honored him and granted him a higher status than many of His
creatures. And out of the Creator's wisdom and justice, there will be the
Day of Judgment when Allah alone shall resurrect the creatures and bring
them to account. They will end up either in Paradise or in Hellfire, and all
the good and evil deeds will be weighed on that Day.
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Allah Almighty said:

{So whoever does an atom’s weight of good will see it,. and whoever
does an atom’s weight of evil will see it.} [86]

Why does Allah hold people accountable for deeds
that are already written in His eternal knowledge,
represented in the divine decree and predestination?

When someone, for instance, wants to buy something from the store
and decides to send his first son to buy him that thing because he knows
in advance that this boy is wise and will go straight to buy him what he
wants exactly. The father also knows that his other son will get distracted
by playing with his friends and lose the money. Actually, this is only an
assumption upon which the father built his judgment.

Being aware of the destinies does not contradict our free will because
Allah is aware of our deeds based on His complete knowledge of our
intentions and choices, bearing in mind that Allah has the highest
attributes, and He knows the nature of mankind.Allah is the One Who
created us and knows what lies in our hearts, the good or evil desires, and
knows our intentions and deeds. Writing down such knowledge does not
contradict our free will, knowing that Allah's knowledge is absolute while
people's expectations could be right or wrong.

It is possible for man to act in a way that displeases Allah; however, his
act will not contradict Allah's will. Allah has granted His servants the will
to choose, yet even if their acts are sinful, they still remain within the
boundaries of Allah's will and can never go against it because the
Almighty Lord has not given anyone the ability to transcend His will.
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We cannot force our hearts to accept something that we do not
want.We can force someone to stay with us under threat; however, we
can never force that person to love us.Allah has protected our hearts from
all forms of compulsion, and this is why He holds us accountable and
rewards us based on our intentions and what our hearts bear.

The Purpose of Life

What is the main purpose of life?

The main purpose of life is not to enjoy a transient feeling of
happiness; rather, it is to attain inner and profound peace by knowing and
worshiping Allah.

Fulfilling this divine purpose will lead to eternal bliss and true
happiness. Therefore, if this becomes our main target, it will be easier for
us to confront any problem or trouble for the sake of reaching this target.

Let us imagine a person who has never experienced any suffering or
pain. Owing to his luxurious life, he will forget Allah and will, thus, fail in
carrying out the mission that he has been created for. Then, compare this
person to another whose hard and painful experiences have led him to
Allah and to accomplishing his mission in life. According to the Islamic
teachings, the one whose sufferings have led him to Allah is better than
the one who has never suffered and whose pleasures led him far away
from Him.

In this life, everyone works on achieving a certain goal or purpose,
which is mostly based on his beliefs. The thing that we can find in religion,
but cannot find in science, is the cause or justification for which man
strives.
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The religion clarifies the cause behind creating man and life, whereas
science is a means and it possesses no definition for the intention or
purpose.

The thing that man fears most when approaching religion is being
deprived of the worldly pleasures. It is commonly believed that religion
necessarily means isolation, and that everything is prohibited except what
the religion permits.

This is the mistake that was committed by many and that caused them
to have an aversion to religion. However, the Islamic religion came to
correct this concept showing that permissibility is the basic rule while the
prohibitions and limits are only few and incontrovertible.

It throws light on the fact that religion invites man to coexist with other
individuals in the society and calls for achieving balance between the
requirements of the soul, body, and others' rights.

One of the biggest challenges that confront the irreligious communities
is how to deal with evil and with man's bad acts, as they could find
nothing but imposing the most severe punishments to deter the deviants.

{Who created death and life to test you as to which of you is best in
deeds, and He is the All-Mighty, the Most Forgiving...} [87]

What is the value of the worldly life?

An exam is meant to distinguish between students and classify them
into levels and degrees before starting their new practical life. Despite the
shortness of the exam, it decides the student's future towards this new
life that he is approaching. The same applies to life, despite its shortness,
it is an abode of affliction and trial for mankind to be classified into
various degrees and levels when heading towards the Hereafter. Man
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leaves this worldly life only with his deeds and not with material things,
thus, he must understand that he has to work in this life for the sake of
the Hereafter and seek the reward there.

How can man achieve happiness?

Man could achieve happiness by submitting to Allah and obeying Him
and by being content with His decree and predestination.

Many claim that everything does not have an essential meaning and,
consequently, we are free to find a meaning to ourselves for the sake of
attaining a satisfactory life. The denial of the purpose behind our
existence is, in fact, a self-deceit. It is as if we are telling ourselves: "Let us
assume or pretend that we have a goal in this life", like the children who
pretend while playing that they are doctors, nurses, or parents. We can
never achieve happiness unless we know our purpose in life.

If a person was placed in a luxurious train against his will and he found
himself riding in the first class, a fancy and comfortable experience and
something extremely luxurious,will he be happy during this journey
without getting answers for questions that are on his mind like: How did |
ride this train?What is the purpose behind this journey?Where is it
heading?How could he be happy if such questions remain
unanswered?Even if he starts enjoying all the luxuries that are at his
disposal, he will never achieve true and genuine happiness.Could a
delicious meal in this journey be sufficient to make him forget these
guestions? This kind of happiness is fake and temporary and can only be
achieved by deliberately neglecting the process of finding an answer to
such vital questions. It is something like the fake ecstasy resulting from
the consumption of intoxicants that leads one to his doom.Therefore, true
happiness could only be attained when man finds answers to these
existential questions.
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Tolerance of the Right Religion

Is embracing Islam available for all people?

Yes, Islam is available for all people. Every child is born with a sound
natural disposition, worshiping Allah without a mediator (being a
Muslim).So he, without the interference of family, school, or any religious
authority, worships Allah directly until the age of puberty, when he
becomes competent for religious duties and is held accountable for his
deeds.At this time, he either takes Jesus as a mediator between himself
and Allah and becomes a Christian, takes Buddha as a mediator and
becomes a buddhist, or Krishna and becomes a Hindu, or takes
Muhammad as a mediator and, thus, deviates totally from Islam, or
remains on the religion of Fitrah (sound natural disposition) worshiping
Allah alone.The one who follows the message of Muhammad (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) that he conveyed from his Lord is
following the right religion that conforms to the sound Fitrah, and
anything else is considered deviation even taking Muhammad as a
mediator between oneself and Allah.

"Every newborn is born with sound natural disposition, then his
parents either turn him into a Jew, a Christian, or a Zoroastrian." [88]

What is the stance of Islam on the interfaith dialogue?

The right religion that came from the Creator is only one religion. It is
built upon belief in the One and Only Creator and worshiping Him alone.
Anything else other than this is invented by people.lt will be sufficient to
visit India, for instance, and say in public: "The Creating God is One", and
everybody will reply in unison: "Yes, the Creator is One." This is actually
what is written in their books.[89] However, they differ and fight, and may
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even slaughter one another, because of an essential point, which is: the
form and shape in which Allah comes to earth.For example, the Indian
Christian says: "Allah is one, but He is embodied in three hypostases (the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit)".Moreover, some of the Indian
Hindus say: "Allah comes in the form of an animal, a human being, or an
idol."

If people think profoundly, they will discover that all problems and
differences between the religious sects and the religions themselves are
due to the mediators whom the people take between themselves and
their Creator.For example, the Catholic and Protestant sects and other
sects, and the Hindu sects, they all differ on the way of communicating
with the Creator not on the concept of the Creator's existence. So, if they
had all worshiped Allah directly, they would have been united.!?

1 1n Hinduism: (Chandogya Upanishad 6:1-2). "He is only one God and
there is no second god besides Him." (Vedas Svetasvatara Upanishad:
4:19, 4:20, 9:6). "The God, there is no fathers and no master." "It is not
possible to see Him, no one can see Him with the eye." "He has no like."
(Yajurveda 9:40). "Those who worship the elements of nature (air, water,
fire, etc.) delve into darkness. They drown in darkness. Those who
worship the Sambati (things that are handmade like the idol, rock, etc)..."
(Christianity): (Gospel of Matthew 10:4). "Then Jesus said to him: 'Go
away devil, because it is written: You prostrate to your God and you
worship Him alone." (Book of Exodus 5-3: 20). "You should have no other
gods before Me. Do not make a statue or an image of what is in the
heaven above, what is in the earth below, and what is in water from
underneath the earth. Do not prostrate to them and do not worship them
because | am the Lord, your God, a jealous God. | miss the parents'
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During the time of Prophet lbrahim (Abraham) (peace be upon him),
for instance, whoever worshiped the Creator alone was adopting the
religion of Islam, which is the true religion, yet whoever took a priest or
saint as a mediator between himself and the Creator was adopting
falsehood.The followers of Abraham (peace be upon him), thus, had to
worship Allah alone and to bear witness that there is no god but Allah and
that Abraham is the messenger of Allah.Then, Allah sent Misa (Moses)
(peace be upon him) to affirm Abraham's message. Abraham's followers
had to accept the new prophet and to bear witness that Moses as well as
Abraham are the messengers of Allah. So, whoever worshipped the calf
then, for instance, was adopting falsehood.

When ‘Isa (Jesus) (peace be upon him) came to affirm Moses' message,
the latter's followers had to believe and follow the Messiah and to bear
witness that there is no god but Allah and that the Messiah, Moses, and
Abraham are the messengers of Allah. So, those who believed in Trinity
and worshipped the Messiah and his mother Mary, the woman of truth,
were adopting falsehood.

Finally, when Muhammad (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) was sent to affirm the message of the previous prophets, the
followers of the Messiah and Moses had to accept the new Prophet and
bear witness that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad, the
Messiah, Moses, and Abraham are the messengers of Allah.So, whoever
worships Muhammad, makes Tawassul (ask Allah by means of
intermediary) by him, or seeks aid from him is indeed adopting falsehood.

mistakes in the children in the third and fourth generations of those who
hate Me."
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Islam affirms the basic principles of the divine religions that preceded it
and continued till its time and that were brought by the messengers and
were appropriate for their time.With the change in need, a new religious
phase emerged sharing the same origin but with a different Sharia,
adopting graduation in fulfilling the needs, and with the late religion
agreeing with the early religions in the origin of Tawhid (monotheism). By
adopting the dialogue method, the believer becomes aware of the fact
that the source of the Creator's message is one.

Therefore, the interfaith dialogue must proceed from that essential
concept of affirming the one right religion and considering all the rest as
false.

Dialogue has existential and faith-related principles and foundations
that man is required to respect and proceed from in order to
communicate with others. This is because the purpose behind this
dialogue is to get rid of fanaticism and personal whims, which are
projections of blind fanatical affiliations that stand as an obstacle
between man and the truth of the pure Tawhid, and that lead to conflict
and destruction as witnessed in our current reality.

Does Islam advocate tolerance?

The Islamic religion is built upon preaching, tolerance, and debating in
a kind manner.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and goodly exhortation, and
reason with them in the best manner. Your Lord knows best who has
strayed from His way and knows best those who are rightly guided.} [90]

Since the Noble Qur’an is the last heavenly book and Muhammad is the
last Prophet, therefore, the last Sharia of Islam opens the door for
everyone to engage in dialogue and discuss the foundations and principles
of the religion."There is no compulsion in religion" is a guaranteed
principle in Islam. None should be compelled to adopt the sound Fitrah-
based Islamic creed provided that one respects others' inviolabilities and
fulfills his duties towards the country in return for allowing him to
maintain his religion and providing him with security and protection.

An example of this is ‘Umar's Assurance of Safety Pact that was written
by the Caliph ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) to the
people of Aelia (Jerusalem) when the Muslims conquered it in 638 AD,
where he granted them security regarding their churches and properties.
This pact is considered one of the most important documents in the
history of Jerusalem.

"In the Name of Allah, from ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab to the people of
Aelia, they are safe regarding their lives, children, property, and churches,
which should not be demolished or inhabited."[91]

While Caliph ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) was
dictating this pact, the time of prayer became due. So, Patriarch
Sophronius invited him to pray where he was, in Al-Qiyamah Church.
However, the Caliph refused and said to him: "I am afraid if | do so,
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Muslims may make this an excuse one day for taking over the church from
you, saying: The Commander of the Believers prayed here."!?

It is true that Islam honors and fulfills the pacts and covenants with
non-Muslims, but at the same time, it adopts an extremely firm attitude
towards traitors and those who break pacts and covenants, and it
prohibits Muslims from taking those deceitful people as allies.*3
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{O you who believe, do not take as allies those who were given the
Scripture before you and the disbelievers who ridicule your religion and
make fun of it. And fear Allah if you are believers.} [93]

The Noble Qur’an clearly and openly states in more than one place that
those who fight against the Muslims and drive them out of their homes
must not be taken as allies

12 "bn al-Bitriq: At-Tarikh al-Majmid‘ ‘ala at-Tahqig wa at-Tasdig"
(2/147).

13 "T3rikh at-Tabari" and Mujir ad-Din al-‘Ulaymi al-Maqdisi.
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{Allah does not forbid you from being kind and just to those who did
not fight against you nor did they drive you out of your homes. Indeed,
Allah loves those who are just. Allah only forbids you from taking as allies
those who fought against you on account of your religion, and drove you
out of your homes or helped others in driving you out. Whoever takes
them as allies, it is they who are the wrongdoers.} [94]

The Noble Qur’an praises the monotheists from among the people of
the Messiah and Moses (peace be upon them) during their time.
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{Yet all are not alike: there are some among the People of the Book
who are upright: they recite the verses of Allah during the night and they
prostrate. They believe in Allah and the Last Day; enjoin what is right and

forbid what is wrong; and hasten in doing good deeds. They are among
the righteous.} [95]
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{There are some among the People of the Book who believe in Allah
and what has been sent down to you and what was sent down to them;
humbling themselves before Allah. They do not sell Allah’s verses for a
small price. It is they who will have their reward with their Lord. Indeed,
Allah is swift in reckoning.}
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{The believers and those who were Jews, Christians, and the Sabians
[before Muhammad] — whoever believed in Allah and the Last Day and did
righteous deed, they will have their reward with their Lord, and they will
have no fear, nor will they grieve.}

What is the stance of Islam on the concept of
enlightenment?

The Islamic concept of enlightenment is built on a solid foundation of
faith and knowledge, which combines between the enlightenment of the
mind and that of the heart through faith in Allah first, then, through
knowledge, which is inseparable from faith.

The European concept of enlightenment has been transferred to the
Islamic communities like other western concepts. From the Islamic
perspective, enlightenment does not depend merely on the mind that is
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not guided by the light of faith. However, at the same time one's faith is of
no benefit to him if he does not use his mind, which is a blessing that
Allah has bestowed on him, in thinking, contemplating, and managing his
affairs in a way that fulfills public welfare that benefits people and lasts on
earth.

During the dark Middle Ages, Muslims were the ones who brought the
light of civilization and culture back after it had faded in all of the western
and eastern countries as far as Constantinople.

The enlightenment movement in Europe was a normal reaction to the
tyranny that was practiced by the ecclesiastical authorities against the
mind and the human will. However, the Islamic civilization did not
undergo such circumstances.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Allah is the Protector of those who believe; He brings them out of the
depths of darkness into the light. As for those who disbelieve, their
protectors are false gods; they bring them out from the light into the
depths of darkness. They are the people of the Fire; they will abide
therein forever.} [98]

By reflecting on these Qur’anic verses, it becomes clear that man gets
out of the depths of darkness by the divine will, which is the divine
guidance of man that takes place only by the permission of Allah.This is
because a person whom Allah Almighty brings out of the darkness of
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ignorance, polytheism, and superstition to the light of faith, science, and
true knowledge is a person with an enlightened mind, insight, and heart.

Moreover, Allah Almighty has referred to the Noble Qur’an as light,
saying:
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{...There has surely come to you from Allah a light and a clear Book.}
[99]

Allah Almighty revealed the Qur’an to His Messenger Muhammad, and
revealed the Torah and the Gospel (the undistorted versions) to Moses
and the Messiah to bring people out of the depths of darkness into light.
Thus, Allah made guidance connected with light.

Allah Almighty said:
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{We sent down the Torah which contains guidance and light...} [100]
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{...and We gave him the Gospel that contained guidance and light,

confirming what came before it in the Torah; a guidance and admonition
for the righteous.}

There is no guidance without light that is provided by Allah, and there
is no light that illuminates man's heart and life except with a permission
from Allah.
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Allah Almighty said:

-
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{Allah is the Light of the heavens and earth...} [102]

It is important to note that in the Qur’an, the word "light" comes in the
singular form in all cases, whereas, the word "darkness" always comes in
the plural form and this indicates extreme accuracy in describing such
conditions.
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The Stance of Islam on the Theories of the
Origin of Existence

What is the stance of Islam on the Natural Selection
Theory?

Some of Darwin's followers, who used to consider the natural selection
(a physical and irrational process) a unique creative power that solves all
the complicated developmental problems without resorting to any true
experimental basis, later on discovered the complicated design of the
structure and function of the bacterial cells.So, they started using
expressions like "intelligent bacteria", "microbic intelligence", "decision
making", and "bacteria for solving problems". Consequently, the bacteria

became their new deity. [104]

The Almighty Creator clarified in His Book and through His Messenger
that such acts, which are attributed to bacterial intelligence, occur
according to the wisdom and will of the Lord of the worlds.'*

Allah Almighty said:
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{Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the Maintainer of
everything.} [105]

4 "Atheism a Giant Leap of Faith" by Dr. Raida Jarrar.
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{Who created seven heavens one above another; you will not see any
imperfection in the creation of the Most Compassionate. Look again; can
you see any flaw?}

Allah Almighty also said:
[49 4] 40,18 s e B0
{Indeed, We have created everything according to a determined
measure.} [107]

Atheists attribute terms like design, meticulous accuracy, coded
language, intelligence, intention, complicated systems, coherent laws, etc,
to randomness and coincidence despite the fact that they have never
acknowledged this.Scientists refer to the Creator by other names like
"mother nature", "the universe laws", "natural selection" (Darwin's
theory), etc. in an unsuccessful attempt to escape from the logic of
religion and from the belief in the existence of a Creator.

Allah Almighty said:
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{These [idols] are no more than names you and your forefathers have
made up, for which Allah has not sent down any authority. They follow

nothing but conjecture and what their souls desire, although there has
come to them guidance from their Lord.} [108]

\J
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Using any name other than "Allah" negates some of His absolute
attributes and incites more questions. For example,

In order to avoid mentioning Allah, the creation of universal laws and
complicated and coherent systems are attributed to random nature, and
man's vision and intelligence are attributed to a blind and thoughtless
origin.

Why does the Muslim not accept the idea that apes
are the origin of man?

Islam absolutely rejects this idea. The Qur’an makes it clear that Allah
has distinguished Adam from all other creatures by creating him
independent as a sign of honoring mankind and to achieve Allah's wisdom
in making him a vicegerent on earth.

Darwin's followers deem the one who believe in the Creator of the
universe as a retarded person for believing in something that he has not
seen,despite the fact that the believer believes in what elevates him and
grants him a higher status, whereas they believe in what degrades them
and brings them to a lower status. Regardless of that, why have the rest
of apes remained without developing into human beings?

A theory is a group of hypotheses that come through witnessing or
reflecting on a certain phenomenon. Proving such hypotheses requires
conducting successful experiments or direct observation that
substantiates them. Thus, if one of the hypotheses that belong to the
theory cannot be proven through experiments or direct observation, then,
the whole theory will be reconsidered.

If we cite an example of development that took place more than 60000
years ago, then the theory will be meaningless. If we cannot see or
observe such a development, then we can, by no means, accept this
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argument. It has been recently observed that the beaks of some birds
have changed in shape; however, they remained birds, whereas based on
this theory, the birds must develop into another type of creatures.

As a matter of fact, the idea that man is originally a monkey or has
developed from a monkey has never been from Darwin's ideas. However,
he said that both man and monkey share one common unknown origin,
which he called "the missing loop", that underwent a special development
and turned into a human being. Apart from the fact that Muslims totally
refuse to accept Darwin's statement; however, he did not say, as some
people think, that the monkey is man's grandfather. It was proven that
Darwin himself, the founder of this theory, had many doubts and he
wrote many letters to his colleagues expressing his doubts and
regret.[109]

Moreover, it was proven that Darwin believed in the existence of a
god.®However, the idea that man developed from an animal was added
later to his theory by his followers, who were atheists. Muslims are,
undoubtedly, certain that Allah has honored Adam and made him a
vicegerent on earth, and it does not befit the status of such a vicegerent
to be originally an animal or the like.

What is the stance of Islam on the Evolution Theory?

Science provides convincing proofs of the concept of evolution from
one common origin, which is mentioned in the Noble Qur’an.

Allah Almighty said:

15 Chapter 7: Oller and Omdahl, "The Creation Hypothesis" by J.P.
Moreland.
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{We created from water every living thing. Will they not then believe?}
[111]

Allah Almighty has created the living beings and made them intelligent
and naturally disposed to adapt with the surrounding environment.lIt is
possible for them to evolve in terms of size, shape, or height. For
example, the sheep in the cold countries have a certain shape and have a
skin to protect them from cold, and their wool increases or decreases
depending on the temperature. Whereas, in other countries they are
different. Thus, the shapes and types vary according to the variation in the
environment. This even applies to human beings, who vary in terms of
color, qualities, language, and appearance. No human being identically
resembles another; however, they all remain human beings and do not
change into another type of animals. Allah Almighty said:
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{And among His signs is the creation of the heavens and earth, and the
diversity of your tongues and colors. Indeed, there are signs in this for
those who have knowledge.} [112]
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{Allah created every living creature from water. Some of them move on
their bellies, and some walk on two legs and some walk on four. Allah
creates what He wills. Allah is Most Capable of all things.}

The Theory of Evolution, which attempts to deny the Creator's
existence, suggests the idea of the common origin from which all the
living beings, animals and plants emerged. It holds that such living beings
evolved from one origin, which is a unicellular organism, and that the
formation of the first cell was the result of the combination of the amino
acids in water, which in turn formed the primary structure of the DNA
that carries the creature's genetic traits. Through the combination of
these amino acids, the primary structure of the first cell was formed. As a
result of various environmental and external factors, these cells multiplied
and formed the first sperm, which developed into a clot then into a lump
of flesh.

As we observe here, these phases are very much like the phases of
man's creation in the mother's womb; however, the living beings stop
growingand start being shaped according to the genetic traits that are
carried by the DNA acid. For example, when the frogs' growth process is
complete, they remain frogs, and the same applies to every living being as
it completes its growth according to its genetic traits.

Even if we consider the genetic spurts and their effect on the genetic
traits in the emergence of new living organisms, this does not refute the
Creator's omnipotence and will. However, the atheists claim that all this
happens randomly, whereas the theory itself confirms the fact that such
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development phases cannot possibly occur and proceed except through
the intention and planning of someone who is all-aware and all-knowing.
Consequently, it is possible to adopt the concept of the directed
evolution, or the theistic evolution, that advocates the biological
evolution and rejects the idea of randomness, and that there must be
someone knowledgeable, wise, and capable behind the evolution. In
other words, we may accept the notion of evolution, but we absolutely
reject Darwinism. Stephen Gould, the well-known paleontologist and
biologist, said: "Either half my colleagues are enormously stupid or else
Darwinism is fully compatible with religious belief."

How did the Qur’an rectify the concept of evolution?

The Noble Qur'an has rectified the concept of evolution through
narrating the story of Adam's creation.

Man was not even something mentioned:
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{Was there not a period of time when man was not a thing [even]
mentioned?} [114]

The creation of Adam started from clay:
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{We created man from an extract of clay.} [115]
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{Who perfected everything He created, and initiated the creation of
man from clay.}
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{The similitude of Jesus before Allah is like that of Adam; He created
him from dust, then said to him, “Be,” and he was.}

Honoring Adam, the father of mankind:
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{[Allah] said, “O Iblis, what prevented you from prostrating to whom |
created with My two Hands? Did you just become proud or have you
always been arrogant?”} [118]

Honoring Adam, the father of mankind, was not only by creating him
independently from clay, it was also by creating him directly by the Hands
of the Lord of the worlds, as mentioned in the noble verse, and by Allah's
command to the angels to prostrate before Adam as an act of obedience
to Him.
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{And when We said to the angels, “Prostrate before Adam,” and they
prostrated except Iblis; he refused and was arrogant, and was one of the
disbelievers.} [119]

——-m

The creation of Adam's progeny:
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{Then He made his progeny from the extract of a worthless fluid.} [120]
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{Then We placed him as a sperm-drop in a safe place, then We made
the sperm-drop into a clinging clot, then We made the clinging clot into a
lump, then We made the lump into bones, and We clothed the bones with
flesh, and then We developed it into another creation. So Blessed is Allah,
the Best of Creators.}
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{It is He Who created human beings from water, then made between
them bonds of kinship and marriage, for your Lord is Most Capable.}

Honoring Adam's progeny:
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{We have honored the children of Adam, carried them on land and sea,
provided for them good things and favored them above many of those
whom We have created.} [123]

We observe here the resemblance between the emergence phases of
Adam's progeny (worthless fluid, sperm-drop, clot, lump...) and what was
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stated in the Evolution Theory concerning the emergence of the living
beings and how they multiply.
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{the Originator of the heavens and earth. He has given you spouses of
your own kind, and pairs of livestock; by which He causes you to multiply.
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.}
[124]

Allah has made the start of Adam's progeny from worthless fluid to
indicate the oneness of the creation source and the oneness of the
Creator. He made Adam distinct from all other creatures by creating him
independently to honor man and achieve the Creator's wisdom in making
him a vicegerent on earth.Creating Adam from no father or mother is, as
well, an indication of absolute omnipotence. Allah also set another
example by creating Jesus (peace be upon him) from no father to be
another miracle of absolute omnipotence and to be a sign for people.

}
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{The similitude of Jesus before Allah is like that of Adam; He created
him from dust, then said to him, “Be,” and he was.} [125]

What many try to deny through the Evolution Theory is, in fact, an
evidence against them.
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Why does Islam restrict the theories of the origin of
existence in the inevitability of the existence of one
valid truth?

The existence of diverse theories and convictions among mankind does
not negate the fact that there is only one valid truth. For example,
regardless of the number of concepts and notions that people may have
about the transportation means someone uses who owns a black car, this
does not negate the fact that he owns a black car. Even if the whole world
believes that this person's car is red, such a belief does not make it red.
There is only one truth here and that is: the car is black.

So, the diversity of concepts and notions about something does not
negate the fact that this thing has one established truth.

Bearing in mind that Allah has the highest attributes, no matter how
diverse people's concepts and notions are about the origin of existence,
this does not negate the existence of one truth, and that is: the existence
of the One and Only Creating God Who has no form known to mankind
and Who has no partner and no child. Thus, if the whole world thinks that
the Creator is embodied in the form of an animal or a human being, for
instance, this does not make Him so, as He is far exalted above that.

Does the Muslim accept the theories of the relativity
of morals, history, and others?

It is illogical to leave the decision up to a person, who is driven by his
personal desires, to decide whether rape is something evil or not; rather,
it is evident that rape in itself is a transgression against man's rights and a

violation of his value and freedom, which indicates that rape is evil. The
same applies to homosexuality, which violates the normal universal laws
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and the intimate relations out of wedlock. As a matter of fact, what is
right is right even if the whole world agrees that it is wrong, and what is
wrong is clear like the sun even if all mankind approve of it.

The same applies to the history as well, even if we assume that each
era must write the history from its own perspective because the
estimation of each era to what is important and significant varies from
one era to another, this still does not make history relative because it
does not negate the fact that events have one truth, whether we like it or
not. History that is recorded by mankind, which is liable to distortion and
inaccuracy and which is based on personal whims, is not like history that
is recorded by the Lord of the worlds, which is extremely precise
concerning the past, present, and the future.

What is the evidence on the existence of one absolute
truth for the origin of existence and morals?

The statement that there is no absolute truth, which is adopted by
many, represents in itself a belief concerning what is right and wrong, and
those who adopt it are trying to impose it on others.They adopt a certain
standard of behavior and try to compel all people to stick to it. This way,
they infringe the same rule that they claim to be adhering to, a situation
that reveals self-contradiction.

Evidence on the existence of one absolute truth is as follows:

. The conscience (the inner deterrent): It is the number of instructive
and moral principles that restrict the human behavior. It indicates the fact
that the world follows a certain course and that there exist right and
wrong. Such moral principles are social obligations that are not debatable
and that cannot be put to a referendum. They are social facts that the
society cannot dispense with in terms of their content and meaning. For
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example, disrespecting parents and stealing are always regarded as an
abominable behavior, and cannot be interpreted as truthfulness or
respect. This generally applies to all cultures in all eras.

. Science: It means realizing things the way they truly are. It is
knowledge and certainty. Hence, science essentially depends on the belief
in the existence of objective facts in the universe that could be discovered
and proven.Or else, what could be studied if there do not exist
established facts? Andhow can one know whether or not the scientific
conclusions are true?Actually, the scientific rules themselves are based on
the existence of absolute facts.

. Religion: All religions around the world provide a concept, meaning,
and definition of life due to man's dire need for getting answers to the
most profound questions.Through religion, man searches for his source
and his destiny, and seeks to find inner peace that cannot be attained
except by finding such answers.The existence of religion itself is a proof
that man is not just an evolved animal. it is a proof that there is a sublime
objective behind life. It is also a proof of the existence of a creator who
created us for a purpose and who instilled in man's heart a desire to know
him.In fact, the existence of the Creator is the criterion of the absolute
truth.

. Logic: All human beings have limited knowledge and minds, thus, it is
logically impossible to issue statements of absolute negation.So logically,
man cannot say: "There is no God", because saying such a statement
requires possessing absolute knowledge about the whole universe, from
the beginning till the end. Since this is impossible, therefore, the utmost
that man can do is to say: "According to my limited knowledge, | do not
believe in the existence of Allah."

. Harmony: Denial of the absolute truth leads to:
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- Contradiction with our certainty concerning the soundness of what
lies in the conscience and life experiments and with reality.

- Non-existence of the right and wrong in anything. So, if | regard the
fact of ignoring the traffic rules, for instance, as something right, | will put
others' lives to risk. Consequently, there will be a collision between the
standards of the right and wrong among people and it will be impossible
to be certain about anything.

- Man will be absolutely free to commit whatever crimes he likes.
- The impossibility of setting laws or achieving justice.

This is because absolute freedom will turn man into an ugly creature,
as it has been undoubtedly proven that he is incapable of bearing such
freedom.So, what is wrong is wrong even if the whole word agrees on its
being right, and the only valid truth is that morals are not relative and that
they do not change with the change in time or place.

. Order: The non-existence of an absolute truth leads to chaos.

For example, if the law of gravity were not a scientific fact, we could
not be sure of standing or sitting in the same place unless we do this
again. We could not be sure as well that one plus one equals two every
time. This will gravely affect the civilization, as scientific and physical laws
will be of no significance, and it would be impossible for people to buy
and sell things.

What is the only absolute truth about the source of
existence?
The existence of mankind on the earth planet that floats in space

resembles the passengers who belong to various cultures who gathered

on board of an airplane that takes them on a flight to an unknown
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destination and with an unidentified captain. They find themselves
compelled to serve themselves and to deal with the troubles occurring
aboard.

They receive a message from the captain through a member of the
flight crew explaining to them the reason behind their existence, the place
of their take-off and their destination, and clarifying to them his personal
qualities and how to communicate with him directly.

The first passenger said: Yes, it goes without saying that this airplane
has a captain, and he is merciful because he sent us this person to answer
our questions.

The second one said: The airplane has no captain and | do not believe
the messenger. We came from nothing and we are here for no purpose.

The third said: None brought us here, we were gathered randomly.

The fourth said: The airplane has a captain but the messenger is the
captain's son, and the captain came in the form of his son to live among
us.

The fifth said: The airplane has a captain but he did not send any
messenger. He comes in the form of everything to live among us, and
there is no final destination for our flight and we will remain aboard.

The sixth said: There is no captain and | want to find myself an
imaginary and symbolic captain.

The seventh said: The captain is there, but he placed us on board and
got distracted, and he no longer interferes with our affairs or with the
airplane affairs.

The eighth said: The captain is there and | respect his messenger;
however, we do not need laws on board of the airplane to determine
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whether a certain act is good or evil. We need something to refer to in our
dealings that is based on our personal desires and wishes so we can do
whatever makes us feel happy.

The ninth said: The captain is there and he is mine alone and all of you
are here to serve me, and you will not reach your destination in all cases.

The tenth passenger said: The captain's existence is relative, i.e., he
exists for those who believe in his existence, and does not exist for those
who deny his existence. Moreover, all passengers' notions of this captain,
the flight's goal, and the method of dealing between the passengers are
right.

From this imaginary story, which gives us a hint of the actual notions
that people on earth currently have of the origin of existence and the goal
behind life, we realize the following:

. It is self-evident that the airplane has one captain who knows how to
fly it from one destination to another for a certain purpose, and this is an
unguestionable axiom.

. The one who denies the existence of the captain or has various
notions of him is the one required to offer an explanation, which could be
right or wrong.

If we apply this symbolic example on the truth of the Creator's
existence, while bearing in mind that Allah has the highest attributes, we
shall discover that the diversity of the theories on the origin of existence
does not negate the existence of one absolute truth, which is:

that the Creating God, the One and Only, Who has no partner and no
child, is independent from His creation and is not embodied in the form of
any of them. So, if the whole world wants to adopt the idea that the
Creator is embodied in the form of an animal, for instance, or a human
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being, this does not actually make Him so, as Allah is far exalted above
that.

The Creating God is just, and out of His justice, He rewards and
punishes. He has to be connected with mankind, for He will not be a god if
he creates them and then abandons them. For this reason, He sends them
messengers to clarify the way for them and to convey His methodology,
which revolves around worshiping Him and resorting to Him alone
without taking a priest, a saint, or any mediator. The one who deserves
reward is the one who follows this course, whereas the one who deviates
from it is worthy of punishment, and this is represented in the bliss of
Paradise and the punishment of Hellfire.

This is what is called the "Religion of Islam", which is the true religion
that the Creator has approved of for His creatures.

Is calling the non-Muslim a "disbeliever" a derogatory
term?

Does the Christian not consider the Muslim a disbeliever, for instance,
because he does not believe in the Trinity, and that he will not be
admitted to the Kingdom of God except through having faith in
it?"Disbelief" is a term that means denial of the truth, and the truth for
the Muslim is represented in Tawhid (monotheism), and for the Christian
it is the Trinity.
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The Last Divine Book

What is the Qur’an?

The Qur’an is the last book sent by the Lord of the worlds. Muslims
believe in all the Books sent before the Qur’an, i.e., the Scriptures of
Abraham, the Psalms, the Torah, the Gospel, etc. Muslims believe that the
true message conveyed by all the Books was pure monotheism, i.e.,
having belief in Allah and worshiping Him alone. However, the Qur’an,
unlike the previous heavenly books, was not sent exclusively to a certain
category or group, and it does not have various versions, and it has not
been changed; rather, it is one copy for all Muslims. The text of the
Qur’an is still in its original language, the Arabic language, and it has not
undergone any change, distortion, or replacement. It has still been
preserved in its original form until now and it will remain so, as the Lord
of the worlds has promised to preserve it. It is available among all
Muslims and is memorized by many of them. The current translations of
the Qur’an in various languages, which are widely spread among people,
are nothing but the mere translation of the meanings of the Qur’an. The
Lord of the worlds has challenged the Arabs and non-Arabs to bring the
like of this Qur’'an, knowing that the Arabs at that time were the masters
of eloquence, rhetoric, and poetry; however, they were certain that this
Qur'an could come from none but Allah. This has been a standing
challenge for over fourteen centuries, and none has been able to rise to it,
and this is one of the greatest proofs that it is from Allah.
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Did Prophet Muhammad copy the Qur’an from the
Torah?

If the Qur'an had come originally from the Jews, they would have
hastened to attribute it to themselves. Did the Jews claim this at the time
of its revelation?

Are there no differences in the legislations and transactions, including
the prayer, Hajj, and Zakah?Moreover, let us consider the testimony of
non-Muslims about how the Qur’an is distinguished from other books,
how it could not possibly come from a human, and how it contains
scientific miracles, and when a non-Muslims admits the soundness of a
belief, this represents the most sufficient proof of its authenticity.It is all
one message from the Lord of the worlds, and it should be one. What
Prophet Muhammad brought is not a proof of its falsity; rather, it is a
proof of its truthfulness.Allah challenged the Arabs who were excellent in
rhetoric at that time, as well as non-Arabs to bring even the like of one
verse; however, they all failed, and this is still a standing challenge.

Did Prophet Muhammad quote what is mentioned in
the Qur’an from the previous civilizations?

Some of the sciences of the ancient civilizations were sound, whereas
many of them were only myths and superstitions. How was an illiterate
Prophet, who grew up in a barren desert, able to copy from these
civilizations the sound knowledge only leaving out the myths?

Why was the Qur’an revealed in the Arabic language?

There are thousands of languages and accents spread around the
world, and if the Qur'an had been revealed in any of these languages,
people would have wondered why it was not revealed in a different
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language.Allah sends the messenger speaking the language of his people,
and He chose His Messenger Muhammad to be the last messenger, and
the Qur'an was revealed in the language of his people. Allah has
protected it against distortion and this will last till the Day of Judgment.
He also chose the Aramaic language, for instance, for the Book of Jesus.

Allah Almighty said:

{We did not send any messenger but in the language of his people to
make things clear for them...} [126]

What is the Nasikh (abrogating) and the Mansikh
(abrogated)?

The abrogating and the abrogated represent a development in the
legislation rulings like cancelling a previous ruling or replacing it with
another, restricting the unrestricted, or unrestricting the restricted. It is
something usual and familiar in the previous legislations since the time of
Adam.For example, giving the sister in marriage to her brother was
serving an interest during the time of Adam (peace be upon him).
However, it became something evil in all other legislations.Working on
Saturdays was likewise serving an interest in the legislation of Abraham
(peace be upon him) and before him and in all other legislations;
however, it became something evil in the legislation of Moses (peace be
upon him).Allah Almighty ordered the Children of Israel to kill themselves
after worshiping the calf; however, this ruling was abrogated after that.
There are many other examples in this regard,as replacing a ruling with
another is possible in the same legislation or between one legislation and
another as we mentioned in the previous examples.

A doctor, for instance, who starts treating his patient with a certain
medication, then by time, he increases or decreases the dosage to treat
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his patient gradually, is considered wise. Bearing in mind that Allah has
the highest example, the existence of the abrogating and the abrogated in
the Islamic rulings is an indication of the wisdom of the great Creator.

What is the story of collecting the Qur’an during Abu
Bakr's era and burning it during ‘Uthman'’s era?

The Messenger of Allah left the Qur'an documented and written down
by the Companions to recite it and teach it to others.When Abu Bakr (may
Allah be pleased with him) became the Caliph, he ordered that such
scrolls should be collected to be in one place and to be used as a
reference.However, during the era of ‘Uthman, he ordered that the copies
and scrolls that were available with the Companions in the various
countries and in various dialects be burnt, and he sent them new copies
identical with the original copy that was left by the honorable Messenger
and collected by Abu Bakr, to ensure that all countries refer to the same
original and only copy that was left by the Prophet.

The Qur’an has remained intact without any changes or alterations,
and it has always been with Muslims throughout the ages, handing it to
one another and reciting it in their prayers.

Is there any contradiction between the Qur’an and the
experimental science?

Islam does not contradict the experimental science; rather, many of
the western scientists, who did not believe in Allah, have reached the
reality through their scientific discoveries that there must exist a
creator.lslam gives preponderance to the mind and intellect and invites
people to contemplate and reflect on the universe.
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As a matter of fact, Islam calls all mankind to reflect on the signs of
Allah and His magnificent creation. It calls people to travel through the
land and explore the universe using the mind, intellect, and logic. It also
encourages people to look and examine the horizons and their own selves
more than once,for they will inevitably find the answers they are looking
for and will definitely find themselves believing in the existence of the
Creator. People will reach the perfect conviction and certainty that this
universe has emerged with deliberation and for a purpose, and at the
end, they will reach the conclusion that there is no god but Allah, which
Islam calls for.

Allah Almighty said:
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{He Who created seven heavens one above another; you will not see
any imperfection in the creation of the Most Compassionate. Look again;

can you see any flaw?&. Then look again and again; your sight will turn
back to you humbled and weary.} [127]
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{We will show them Our signs in the universe and in their own selves,
until it becomes clear to them that this [Qur'an] is the truth. Is it not
enough that your Lord is a Witness over all things?}
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{Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and earth; the alternation of
the night and day; the sailing of the ships in the sea for the benefit of
people; the sending down of rain from the sky by Allah, reviving thereby
the earth after its death; the spreading of all kinds of creatures therein;
the directing of the winds and clouds between the sky and earth — in all
these, there are signs for people of understanding.}
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{And He has subjected for you the night and day, the sun and moon,
and the stars are made subservient by His command. Indeed, there are
signs in this for people of understanding.}
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{We built the heaven with might, and We are indeed expanding it.}
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{Do you not see that Allah sends down rain from the sky and makes it
flow as springs in the earth, then He brings forth thereby crops of various
colors; then they whither and you see them turn yellow; then He causes
them to crumble? Indeed, there is a reminder in this for people of
understanding.}
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{Are the disbelievers not aware that the heavens and earth were joined

together and then We split them apart? We created from water every
living thing. Will they not then believe?}
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{We created man from an extract of clay, then We placed him as a
sperm-drop in a safe place, then We made the sperm-drop into a clinging
clot, then We made the clinging clot into a lump, then We made the lump
into bones, and We clothed the bones with flesh, and then We developed
it into another creation. So Blessed is Allah, the Best of Creators.}

{O people, if you are in doubt concerning the Resurrection, then We
surely created you from dust, then from a drop of sperm, then from a
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clot, then from a lump of flesh — formed or unformed — so that We may
make it clear to you [Our power]. We settle in the wombs whatever We
will for an appointed term. Then We bring you out as infants, then [We
nurture you] so that you may reach your maturity. Then some of you die,
while others are left to reach the decrepit old age so that they may know
nothing after having knowledge. You see the land lifeless, then as soon as
We send down rain on it, it stirs and swells to life and brings forth every
type of pleasant plant.}
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The Last Prophet

Who is Prophet Muhammad and what proves the
truthfulness of his message?

Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) is
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib ibn Hashim, from the
Quraysh, an Arab tribe that lived in Makkah. He is from the offspring of
Isma‘ll ibn Ibrahim (Ishmael son of Abraham), the close friend of Allah.

As mentioned in the Old Testament, Allah has promised to bless
Ishmael and bring out of his offspring a great nation.

"And as for Ishmael, | have heard thee: Behold, | have blessed him, and
will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve chiefs
shall he beget, and | will make him a great nation." [136]

This is the strongest evidence that Ishmael was Abraham's legitimate
16
son.

"The angel of the Lord also said to her: You are now pregnant and you
will give birth to a son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the Lord has
heard of your misery." [137]

"So after Abraham had been living in Canaan for ten years, Sarah his
wife gave her Egyptian slave girl Hagar to Abraham to be his wife."*’

16 Old Testament, Genesis 17:20.
170ld Testament, Genesis 16:11.
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Prophet Muhammad was born in Makkah. His father died before his
birth, thenhis mother died when he was a little boy, so his grandfather
took care of him.Then, after the death of his grandfather, his uncle, Abu
Talib, looked after him.18

He was known for his truthfulness and honesty. He never took part in
the entertainment, play, dancing, or singing that were practiced by the
people of the pre-Islamic era of ignorance. Moreover, he never consumed
alcohol and never acknowledged it.The Prophet, then, started going to a
mountain, which was near Makkah (the cave of Hira’), for worship.In that
place, he received the revelation.An angel sent by Allah Almighty came to
him and said: "Read, read."The Prophet was unlettered, so he said: "I
cannot read". The angel repeated his request, and the Prophet gave the
same reply. Then, the angel requested him to read for the second time
and strongly embraced him till he could not bear it anymore, and then he
said: Read, but the Prophet replied: | cannot read. On the third time, he
said to him:
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{Read in the name of your Lord Who created, created man from a
clinging clot. Read, and your Lord is the Most Generous, Who taught by
the pen, taught man what he did not know.} [139]
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Evidence on the truthfulness of his prophethood is represented in the
following:

18 Old Testament, Genesis 16:3.
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Evidence could be found in his biography, as he was known to be a
truthful and honest man. Allah Almighty said:
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{You [O Prophet] never recited any book before this, nor did you write
with your hand. Otherwise, the people of falsehood would have raised
suspicions.} [140]

The Prophet was the first to practice what he was preaching, and his
acts always conformed with his words, and he never asked for a worldly
reward in return for making Da‘wah (inviting people to embrace Islam).So,
he lived as a poor, honorable, merciful, and modest man. He was the
most willing among them when it came to making sacrifices, and was the
most ascetic when it came to people's possessions. Allah Almighty said:
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{They are those whom Allah has guided, so follow their guidance. Say,
“l do not ask any reward for it. It is but a reminder for the worlds.”} [141]

The Prophet presented evidence on the truthfulness of his
prophethood through the verses of the Noble Qur’an that Allah revealed
to him in their own language, and that expressed a great level of
eloguence and fluency, which could not possibly come from human
beings. Allah Almighty said:
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{Do they not then ponder on the Qur’an? If it had been from anyone
other than Allah, they would have surely found in it many discrepancies.}
[142]
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{Or do they say, “He has fabricated it”? Say, “Then produce ten
fabricated Chapters like it and seek help from whoever you can besides
Allah, if you are truthful!”}
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{But if they do not respond to you, then know that they only follow
their desires. Who is more astray than one who follows his desire without
any guidance from Allah? Indeed, Allah does not guide the wrongdoing

people.}

When some people in Madinah claimed that the sun eclipsed owing to
the death of lIbrahim, the Prophet's son, the Prophet (may Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) delivered a sermon and made a statement,
which was like a message addressed to whoever adopts countless
superstitions about the sun eclipse until our present day. He clearly and
explicitly said, more than fourteen centuries ago:
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"Indeed, the sun and the moon are two of the signs of Allah. They do
not eclipse on account of the death or life of anyone. So, when there is an
eclipse, hasten to remembering Allah and to prayer."[145]

Had he been a liar, he would have certainly taken advantage of this
opportunity to convince people of his prophethood.*?

Another evidence on the truthfulness of his prophethood is the fact
that his name and traits were mentioned in the Old Testament.

"And the book is delivered to someone who cannot read, saying: Read
this, and he said: | cannot read." [146]

Despite the fact that Muslims do not believe that the Old and New
Testaments, which are currently available, are from Allah as they were
distorted; however, they believe that both of them come from authentic
sources, which are the Torah and the Gospel that were revealed by Allah
to His Prophets: Moses and Jesus.Thus, it is possible that some of what is
mentioned in the books of the Old and New Testaments is from Allah.
Muslims believe that this prophecy, if authentic, refers to Prophet
Muhammad and represents part of the authentic Torah.?°

The message that was advocated by Prophet Muhammad is the pure
creed, which is belief in one God and worshiping Him alone. It was the
same message conveyed by all the prophets before him, and he brought it
to all mankind as mentioned in the Noble Qur’an:

19 "Sahth al-Bukhari".
20 O|d Testament, Isaiah 29:12.
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{Say [O Prophet], “O people, | am the Messenger of Allah to you all. To
Him belongs the dominion of the heavens and earth; none has the right to
be worshiped except Him; He gives life and causes death.” So believe in
Allah and His Messenger, the unlettered Prophet, who believes in Allah
and His words, and follow him, so that you may be guided.} [147]
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None has honored the Messiah on earth as Prophet Muhammad (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) did.

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "'l am
the closest to Jesus, son of Mary, among all mankind in this worldly life
and in the Hereafter.' They said: 'O Messenger of Allah, and how is that?'
Thereupon he said: 'The prophets are brothers in faith, having different
mothers. Their religion is one; however, there is no prophet between us
(between Jesus Christ and myself)."" [148]

The name of Jesus Christ was mentioned in the Qur’an more than the
name of Prophet Muhammad (25 times against 4 times).?!

Mary, the mother of Jesus, has been given preference over all women
according to what is mentioned in the Qur’an.

Moreover, Mary is the only woman whose name was mentioned in the
Qur’an.

21 "Sahth Muslim".
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There is also a whole Chapter in the Qur’an that is named after Mary.
[149]

This is among the strongest proofs of his truthfulness (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him), for had he been a liar, he would have
mentioned the names of his wives, his mother, or his daughters. Had he
been a liar, he would not have honored the Messiah or have made the
belief in him one of the pillar's of the Muslim's faith.??

By making a simple comparison between Prophet Muhammad and any
priest today, we will instantly realize the truthfulness of Prophet
Muhammad.He rejected all the privileges that he was offered: the money,
the social status, and even the religious authority. He did not listen to
confessions or forgive the believers' sins; rather, he commanded his
followers to resort directly to the Creator.

Another proof of the truthfulness of his prophethood is the prevalence
of his message and people's acceptance of his call and the success that
Allah granted him, for none of those who falsely claimed prophethood has
ever been granted success in the history of mankind.

Thomas Carlyle, an English Philosopher (1795- 1881), said: "It is a great
shame for anyone civilized living in this age to listen to the accusation that
Islam is a lie and that Muhammad was a fabricator and a deceiver. It is
time for us to fight such absurd and shameful statements. The message
that was conveyed by this Messenger has been acting as a beacon of light,
for twelve centuries, for about two hundred million people like us,
created by the same God. Have you ever seen a liar who can invent a
religion and spread it? How odd! A liar cannot even build a house out of

22 "Ayn ‘ala al-Hagigah" by Faten Sabri. www.fatensabri.com
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bricks, for if he is not well-informed about the characteristics of lime,
plaster, sand, and the like, he will be building nothing but a pile of debris
and a heap of mixed substances. A house like this cannot stand for twelve
centuries and cannot be inhabited by two hundred million people; rather,
its pillars would definitely collapse and it would fall down as if it had not
existed in the first place." [150]

How did Prophet Muhammad reach Jerusalem, ascend
the heaven, and return on the same night?

Human technology has succeeded in transmitting people's voices and
images all around the world at the same moment, is it not possible for the
Creator of mankind to make His Prophet ascend the heavens with his
body and soul more than 1400 years ago?

The Isra’ and Mi‘raj Journey (the Prophet's night journey from Makkah
to Jerusalem and his ascension from Jerusalem to the heavens) occurred
in compliance with the absolute divine power and will, which are far
beyond our realization and which are different from all the laws that we
know. They are signs and proofs of the Lord's omnipotence, as He is the
One Who created and set such laws.?3

23 The Prophet's ascension on the back of an animal called "Al-Buraq",
which was a white and tall animal, larger than a donkey and smaller than
a mule. It would place its hoof at a distance which was the furthest point
within its sight reach. It had a bridle and a saddle and the prophets (peace
be upon them) used to ride it. [Narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim]
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Why did Prophet Muhammad marry ‘A’ishah when
she was still so young?

In "Shath al-Bukhari", which is the most authentic book of the
Prophet's Hadiths, we find what indicates ‘A’ishah's great love for the
Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and we find that
she never complained about this marriage.

What is strange is that at such time, the Prophet's enemies accused
him with most bitter accusations, saying that he was a poet and a
madman; however, none discredited him for such a story and it has never
been mentioned except now by some of the prejudiced ones.This story is
either something normal that was common among people at that time, as
history tells us stories of royal marriages that took place at a young age,
like the age of Mary in the Christians' belief, which was close to the age of
‘Nishah at the time she got married to the Prophet, when she was
engaged to a man in his nineties before conceiving Jesus.There is also the
story of Isabella, the Queen of England, in the eleventh century, who got
married at the age of eight, and there are other stories too. [152]Or the
story of the Prophet's marriage did not take place in the way they are
imagining.

Are the massacre of the Jews of Banu Qurayzhah and
the Hirabah (highway murder or robbery) punishment
not inhuman?

The Jews of Banu Qurayzhah breached the covenant and allied with
the polytheists against the Muslims, so their own evil scheme turned
against them. The corporal punishment that is prescribed in their own
legislation for treason and the breach of covenants was executed on them
after the Prophet had allowed them to choose someone to give his verdict
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on their case. They chose one of the Prophet's Companions and he
decided that the retaliation ruling mentioned in their own legislation be
executed on them. [153]

What is the punishment of traitors and the breachers of covenants
today according to the laws of the United Nations?Just try to imagine a
group of people determined to kill you and all your family and steal your
money, what would you do to them?The Jews of Banu Qurayzhah
breached the covenant and allied with the polytheists to eliminate the
Muslims, what did the Muslims have to do then to protect
themselves?The Muslims' reaction to what happened was simply
practicing their right of self-defense.?*

There is no compulsion in religion, so, why does Allah
say: Fight those who do not believe in Allah?

The first verse reads:

{There is no compulsion in religion; the truth has been made distinct
from falsehood...}[154],establishes a great Islamic principle, which is the
prohibition of compulsion in religion, whereas the second verse reads

{Fight those of the People of the Book who do not believe in Allah and
the Last Day...}[155],tackles another issue related to those who prevent
people from the way of Allah and stop them from accepting Islam. Thus,
there is no real contradiction between the two verses.

24 "Tarikh al-Islam" (318- 307/2).
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Why should an apostate be killed according to the
Sharia of Islam?

Faith is a relationship between the slave and his Lord, whenever he
wants to sever it, his matter is left up to Allah. However, if he declares it
publicly and uses it as a pretext to fight Islam, betray it, and distort its
image, then, according to the man-made war laws, he must be killed and
this is indisputable.

The confusion that led to such an allegation about the punishment
prescribed for apostasy stems from the illusion that all religions are
equally sound, and considering faith in the Creator and worshiping Him
alone and exalting Him above all deficiencies and flaws equal to disbelief
in His existence, or the belief that He is embodied in the form of a human
or stone, or that He has a child, while Allah is far exalted above that.The
reason behind this illusion is the belief in the relativity of creed, i.e., it is
possible that all religions are true, which is impossible according to the
basic rules of logic.lt goes without saying that faith contradicts atheism
and disbelief. Hence, the one who adopts the sound creed finds that
belief in the relativity of the truth is nothing but heedlessness and logical
foolishness. Consequently, it is invalid to deem two contradicting creeds
true.

Despite all this, the apostates who rejected the true religion are never
subject to the prescribed punishment as long as they do not declare their
apostasy, and they know that very well. However, they ask the Muslim
community to open the door for them so they can spread their ridicule of
Allah and His Messenger without being called to account and urge others
to adopt disbelief and disobedience and this, for instance, is what no king
accepts or allows in his kingdom. No king would accept that any of his
subjects deny his existence or ridicule him or any of his courtiers, nor
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would he accept that someone would attribute to him what does not befit
his status as a king. If this is the case with worldly kings, how about the
King of all kings and the Creator and Sovereign of everything?!

Some also think that if the Muslim commits an act of disbelief, he
becomes immediately subject to the execution of the prescribed
punishment.The truth, however, is that there are excuses that might
prevent deeming him a disbeliever in the first place, like ignorance, false
interpretation, compulsion, and mistake.This is why the majority of
scholars confirmed the fact that an apostate must be asked to repent due
to the probability of him being confused about the truth, with the
exclusion of the combatant apostate.[156]

Muslims used to treat the hypocrites the way they treat normal
Muslims, granting them all their rights, despite the fact that the Prophet
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) knew them and informed
Huzhayfah, his Companion, of their names; however, such hypocrites did
not declare their disbelief.?

Jesus did not fight against his enemies, so why was
Prophet Muhammad a fighter?

Prophet Moses was a fighter, and so was Prophet David. Both
Prophets, Moses and Muhammad (peace be upon them all), were in
charge of the political and worldly affairs, and both of them emigrated
from the pagan community.Moses took his people out of Egypt, while
Muhammad's emigration was to Yathrib, and before that his followers
had emigrated to Abyssinia escaping from the political and military
authorities in the countries from where they fled for the sake of their

2 |bn Qudamah in "Al-Mughni".
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religion.The call of Jesus (peace be upon him) was different as it was
addressed to the Jews, who were not pagans, unlike Moses and
Muhammad who lived in two pagan environments: Egypt and the Arab
Peninsula, which made things harder and more challenging.The change
that was contingent on the call of Moses and Muhammad (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon them) was fundamental and comprehensive,
as it was a big leap from idolatry to monotheism.

Victims of the wars that took place during the lifetime of Prophet
Muhammad did not exceed one thousand, taking into account that such
wars were for self-defense, repelling aggression, or protecting religion.On
the other hand, millions fell victims to wars that were waged under the
name of other religions.

Moreover, the mercy of Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) was manifest on the Day of the Conquest of
Makkah and after Allah Almighty had granted him empowerment, as he
said: "Today is a day of showing compassion". He issued a general pardon
forgiving the Quraysh who spared no effort to hurt the Muslims, and
meeting the offense and abuse with benevolence and kindness.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Good and evil are not equal. Repel evil with what is good; the one
whom you have enmity with will become as if he was a close friend.} [157]

Allah Almighty said about the traits of the pious:

{...and who restrain their anger and pardon people; for Allah loves
those who do good.} [158]
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Conveying the Right Religion

What is Jihad?

Jihad means striving against the self to prevent it from committing
sins.The mother's Jihad is in her pregnancy by enduring the pregnancy
pains.The student's Jihad is in his study.There is also the Jihad of the one
who defends his property, honor, and religion.Even perseverance in
performing the acts of worship, like fasting and prayer on time, is
considered one type of Jihad.

So, the meaning of Jihad is not, as understood by some, killing non-
Muslims from among the innocent and peaceful people.

Islam honors life, thus, it is not permissible to fight against the peaceful
people and civilians, and it is an obligation to protect properties, children,
and women even during wars. Moreover, deformation and mutilation are
forbidden as such acts are against the morals of Islam.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Allah does not forbid you from being kind and just to those who did
not fight against you nor did they drive you out of your homes. Indeed,
Allah loves those who are just. Allah only forbids you from taking as allies
those who fought against you on account of your religion, and drove you
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out of your homes or helped others in driving you out. Whoever takes
them as allies, it is they who are the wrongdoers.} [159]
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{For this reason We ordained for the Children of Israel that whoever
kills a person — unless in retribution for murder or corruption in the land —
it is as if he killed all mankind; and whoever saves a life, it is as if he saved
the life of all mankind. Our messengers came to them with clear signs, yet
many of them continued to exceed the limits afterwards in the land.}

A non-Muslim is one of the four:
. Musta’man: the one who is granted protection.

Allah Almighty said:
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{If any of the polytheists asks you for protection, give it to him, so that
he may hear the Word of Allah, then escort him to his place of safety; that
is because they are a people who do not know.} [161]

. Mu‘ahad: the one who is committed to a peace treaty with Muslims.

Allah Almighty said:
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{But if they break their oaths after making a pledge and revile your
religion, then fight the leaders of disbelief — whose oaths mean nothing to
them — so that they may desist.} [162]
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. Dhimmi: "Dhimmah" means a covenant, and Dhimmis are non-
Muslims who enter into an agreement with Muslims to pay lJizyah
(protection tax) and committed to certain conditions in return for
maintaining their religion and for being granted safety and protection.lt is
a small sum of money that is determined according to their ability. It is to
be taken only from those who are able to pay, i.e., the free adult men
who can fight with the exclusion of women, children, and the
insane."Humbled" means submitting to the divine law. On the contrary,
the taxes paid by millions of people today include all individuals and
constitute large sums of money in return for having their affairs managed
by the country and they must submit to this man-made law.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Fight those of the People of the Book who do not believe in Allah and
the Last Day, nor do they consider forbidden what Allah and His
Messenger have forbidden, nor adopt the religion of truth [Islam], until
they pay the protection tax willingly while they are humbled.} [163]
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. Muharib: the one who declares war against Muslims. This person
does not respect treaties or covenants and is unworthy of protection.
They are those about whom Allah Almighty said:
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{Fight them until there is no more persecution and the religion is
entirely for Allah; but if they desist, then Allah is All-Seeing of what they
do.} [164]

The Muharib (belligerent) category is the only category that we should
fight against, and even those, Allah has not commanded us to kill them;
rather, fight against them and there is a great difference between the
two.The fight here refers to the confrontation in war between two
fighters for self-defense, and this is what is stipulated by all the positive
laws.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Fight in the way of Allah against those who fight you, but do not
transgress, for Allah does not like transgressors.} [165]

We often hear non-Muslim monotheists saying that they did not think
there existed any religion on the surface of earth stating that there is no
god but Allah. They thought that Muslims worship Muhammad, the
Christians worship Jesus, and the Buddhists worship Buddha. They
thought that all the religions they could find on earth do not conform to
what lies in their hearts.
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This stresses the importance of the Islamic conquests that many used
to and are still eagerly waiting for. Such conquests aim at conveying the
message of Tawhid (monotheism) only within the limits of "there is no
compulsion in religion", by respecting others' sanctities and making sure
that they fulfill their commitments towards the country in return for
maintaining their religion and providing them with safety and protection,
like what happened in the conquest of Egypt, Andalusia, and many others.

Does Islam permit suicide operations and promise to
reward this with the Hir ‘In (maidens with wide
gorgeous eyes) in Paradise?

It is not logical to say that the Giver of Life commands the one to whom
He has given life to kill himself and kill innocent without having
committed sin, as He Almighty says:
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{And do not kill yourselves [or one another].}[166]There are other
verses that forbid killing except with a cause, like legal retribution or
repelling an attack, and without violating sanctities or proceeding towards
death and subjecting oneself to destruction for the sake of serving the
benefits of certain sects that have nothing to do with religion or with its
objectives, and that are far from the tolerance and morals of such a great
religion.The bliss of Paradise must be regarded from a broader sense, as it
is not only restricted to the attainment of the Har ‘In; rather, there are
what no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard, and no human heart
has ever conceived.

The suffering of the youth today from the economic circumstances and
their inability to attain the financial means necessary for their marriage
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make them an easy prey to those who advocate such shameful acts,
especially those from among them who are addicts and suffer from
psychological disturbances. Had the advocates of this idea been truthful,
they would have done this themselves instead of sending the youth on
such missions.

Has Islam spread with the sword?

The word "sword" is not mentioned in the Noble Qur’an, not even
once.The countries that did not witness any wars in the history of Islam
are the countries where the majority of Muslims of the world live today
like Indonesia, India, China, and others.The existence of Christians,
Hindus, and others until today in the countries conquered by Muslims is
an evidence on that.Whereas, Muslims who live in countries occupied by
non-Muslims are only few, those countries in which genocides were
committed and people were compelled to adopt their beliefs like the
Crusades and others.

Edouard Montet, the Head of the University of Geneva, said in one of
his lectures: "Islam is a fast spreading religion. It spreads by itself without
any encouragement offered by organized centers. This is because each
Muslim is a missionary by nature. The Muslim possesses strong faith, and
the strength of his faith overwhelms his heart and mind, and this is a
special advantage of Islam not found in any other religion. Hence, a
Muslim glowing with faith preaches his religion wherever he goes. He
transmits the infection of strong faith to whoever gets in contact with him
from among the pagans. In addition to faith, Islam is compatible with
social and economic circumstances. It has an amazing ability to adapt with
the surroundings and to make the surroundings adapt with the
requirements of this strong religion." [167]
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Ideology of Islam

Are there saints and righteous people in Islam? Do
Muslims sanctify the Companions of Prophet
Muhammad?

The Muslim follows in the footsteps of the righteous and the Prophet's
Companions. He loves them and tries to be as righteous as they were, and
he worships Allah alone just as they did. However, he does not sanctify
them or take them as mediators between himself and Allah.

Allah Almighty said:

{...and that we do not take one another as lords besides Allah...} [168]

What is the difference between the Shiite and the
Sunni?

Muhammad was neither a Sunni nor a Shiite; rather, he was a
monotheist Muslim. Jesus also was not a Catholic or anything else. Both
were the slaves of Allah alone without a mediator.Jesus did not worship
himself or his mother, and similarly, Muhammad did not worship himself,
his daughter, or his son-in-law.

The emergence of diverse sects due to political problems or deviations
from the right religion is possible and has nothing to do with the right,
clear, and simple religion.In all cases, the word "Sunnah" means full
compliance with the Prophet's methodology,whereas the word "Shia"
means a group of people who deviated from the methodology adopted by
the majority of Muslims.Therefore, the Sunnis are followers of the
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Prophet's methodology and the ones on the right course in general, while
the Shiites represent the sect that deviated from the right course of Islam.

Allah Almighty said:

{Those who have made divisions in their religion and turned into
factions, you have nothing to do with them. Their case rests with Allah
alone; He will inform them of what they used to do.} [169]

Is the Imam in Islam like the priest in Christianity?

"Imam" is a word that means the one who leads his people in prayer or
manages their affairs and their leadership. It is not a religious rank
restricted to certain people. In Islam there are no classes or priesthood;
rather, religion is for all.and all people are equal before Allah, i.e., there is
no difference between an Arab and a non-Arab except in terms of piety
and righteous deeds.The one who is more entitled to lead people in
prayer and be their Imam is the one who memorizes more of the Qur’an
and is well-informed about the rulings related to prayer. No matter how
much Muslims revere the Imam, he, in all cases, does not listen to the
confessions and does not forgive sins like the Christian priest does.

Allah Almighty said:
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{They have taken their rabbis and monks as lords besides Allah, as well
as the Messiah, son of Mary, even though they were commanded to
worship only One God; none has the right to be worshiped except Him,
glorified is He far above what they associate with Him.} [170]
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Islam stresses the prophets' infallibility in what they convey from Allah,
yet no priest or saint is infallible or receives revelation.lt is totally
forbidden in Islam to resort to anyone but to Allah when seeking aid or
making a request, even if the request is addressed to the prophets
themselves; as one cannot give what he does not have.How could man
seek help from another man if he cannot even help himself?! All honor
lies in asking Allah, while humiliation lies in asking other than Him.Is it
logical to put the king on an equal footing with his subjects in terms of
request?! This idea is totally unacceptable to both mind and logic.Seeking
help from other than Allah despite belief in the existence of an
Omnipotent God is frivolity and constitutes Shirk (polytheism), which
contradicts Islam and is deemed the gravest sin.

Allah Almighty said, reporting the Prophet's words:
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{Say, “l have no power to benefit or harm myself, except what Allah
wills. If | had knowledge of the unseen, | would have acquired much good,

and no evil would have touched me. | am only a warner and bearer of glad
tidings for people who believe.”} [171]

He also said:
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{Say, “I am only a man like you; it has been revealed to me that your
God is One God. So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, let him
do righteous deeds and associate none in the worship of his Lord.”} [172]

{The mosques are for Allah alone, so do not supplicate to anyone along
with Allah.}

What is the difference between the prophet and the
messenger?

The prophet is the one who received divine revelation but was not sent
with a message or a new methodology.The messenger, on the other hand,
is the one sent by Allah with a methodology and legislation that suit his
people.Examples include the Torah revealed to Prophet Moses, the
Gospel revealed to Jesus, the Qur'an revealed to Prophet Muhammad,
the Scriptures of Abraham, and the Psalms of Prophet David.

Why did Allah send human messengers to people
instead of sending angels?

It is more appropriate to send mankind human messengers to talk to
their in own language and act as role models for them.Had Allah sent an
angel to mankind as a messenger, and he did what they found difficult to
copy, they would have argued that the angel could do what they could
not.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Say, “If there had been angels walking on earth peacefully, We would
have certainly sent down to them from the heaven an angel as a
messenger.”} [174]

{And if We had made him an angel, We would have surely made him
[appear as] a man, and We would have caused them confusion just as
they are confused.}

What is the evidence that Allah communicates with
His creation through revelation?

Some of the proofs indicating Allah's communication with His creation
through revelation are:

1. Wisdom: If someone, for instance, built a house and left it
uninhabited and allowed none to inhabit it, including their own children,
we would normally judge him unwise or abnormal. Bearing in mind that
Allah has the highest attributes, there is surely a wisdom behind the
creation of the universe and the subjugation of everything in the heavens
and earth to man.

2. Fitrah (sound natural disposition): Inside the human soul, there is a
strong natural inclination to know one's origin, the source of one's
existence, and the purpose behind such existence.Man's Fitrah always
drives him to search for the cause of his existence.However, man alone
cannot realize his Creator's attributes, the purpose behind his existence,
and his destiny. Therefore, the interference of such unseen powers,
represented in sending messengers, is necessary for revealing this truth.
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Many nations managed to find their way through the heavenly
messages, whereas others are still lost in their misguidance trying to find
the truth, thinking of nothing beyond terrestrial material symbols.

3. Morals: Our thirst for water is a proof of its existence even before
knowing about it. Similarly, our yearning for justice is a proof of the
existence of the Just Being.

One who witnesses the deficiencies in this worldly life and the
oppression of some people over others, reaches the conviction that life
cannot just end with the oppressor's salvation and the loss of the
oppressed ones' rights.Rather, the idea of the existence of resurrection,
the Hereafter, and divine retaliation brings about feelings of serenity and
tranquility.There is no doubt that one who will be held accountable for his
deeds cannot be left without direction and guidance, and without
encouragement and intimidation, and this is the role of religion.

Moreover, the existence of the current heavenly religions whose
followers believe in the divinity of its source is another direct proof of the
Creator's communication with mankind.Even if atheists deny the fact of
sending messengers and heavenly books by the Lord of the worlds, their
existence and survival remain a sufficient and powerful testimony to one
fact, which is man's extreme desire to communicate with God and satiate
the natural thirst within himself.

Between Islam and Christianity

What is the stance of Islam on the original sin?

The lesson that Allah taught mankind, on accepting Adam's repentance
for eating from the forbidden tree, represents the first incident of the
Lord's forgiveness to mankind.The Christians' belief of inherited sin from
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Adam is meaningless, as no bearer of burden will bear the burden of
another.In other words, everyone will be alone responsible for his own
sins,and this is a manifestation of the Lord's mercy. Man is born pure and
sinless and becomes responsible for his deeds since the age of puberty.

He will not be held accountable for a sin he did not commit, as he will
not be granted salvation except through his faith and righteous
deeds.Allah has granted man life and gave him a free will as a trial and an
affliction, and he will be responsible only for his acts.

Allah Almighty said:
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{...No bearer of burden can bear the burden of another. Then to your
Lord is your return, and He will inform you of what you used to do. He is
All-Knowing of what is in the hearts.} [176]

Moreover, it is mentioned in the Old Testament:

"The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall the
children be put to death for the fathers: every man shall be put to death
for his down sin." [177]

Forgiveness does not contradict justice, as justice does not negate
forgiveness and mercy.2®

26 Book of Deuteronomy: 24:16.
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What is the stance of Islam on the crucifixion of Jesus?

The Creating God is Ever-Living, All-Sustainer, All-Sufficient, and
Omnipotent. He does not need to die crucified, while embodied in the
form of Jesus, for the sake of mankind as the Christians believe.He is the
Giver and Taker of life, hence, He did not die and he was not resurrected
as well.He is the One who protected His Messenger, the Jesus Christ, from
being killed and crucified just as He protected His Messenger Abraham
from the fire, and protected Moses from the Pharaoh and his soldiers, as
He always protects and saves His righteous slaves.

Allah Almighty said:

{And for their saying, “We killed the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, the
messenger of Allah.” But they did not kill him nor did they crucify him, but
it was made to appear to them so. Even those who dispute about it are in
doubt; they have no certain knowledge other than conjecture. But they
certainly did not kill him. Rather, Allah raised him up to Himself, and Allah
is All-Mighty, All-Wise.} [178]

Why does not a Muslim give his daughter in marriage
to a Jew or a Christian?

A Muslim husband respects the origin of his wife's religion, be she a
Christian or a Jew, her Book, and her messenger and his faith is deemed
incomplete without that. He also gives her the freedom of practicing her
religious rituals.The opposite; however, is not true. If a Christian or a Jew
believes that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is the
messenger of Allah, we can give him our daughters in marriage.

Islam complements and completes the creed. So, if a Muslim wanted
to embrace Christianity, for instance, it would be at the expense of his
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belief in Muhammad and the Qur’an, and he will lose his direct relation
with the Lord of the worlds by believing in Trinity and resorting to priests,
saints, and others.And if he wanted to embrace Judaism, it would be at
the expense of his belief in Jesus and the true Gospel, although none is
allowed to embrace Judaism, in the first place, because it is a national
religion, not international one, and it is the epitome of ultranationalism.
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Distinction of the Islamic Civilization

What did make the Islamic civilization distinct?

The Islamic civilization dealt with its Creator in a perfect way; putting
the relationship between the Creator and His creation in the right
place.Whereas other human civilizations failed to do so, as they
disbelieved in Allah and associated His creation with Him in belief and
worship, and ascribed to Him what does not befit His majesty and dignity.

The true Muslim does not mix between civilization and urbanization.
He adopts a moderate approach in determining the way of dealing with
ideas and sciences and distinguishing between:

. The element of civilization: which is represented in doctrinal, logical,
and intellectual aspects, and in behavioral and moral values.

. The element of urbanization: which is represented in scientific
achievements, material discoveries, and industrial inventions.

A true Muslim takes from such sciences and inventions according to his
faith and behavioral concepts.

The Greek civilization believed in the existence of Allah, yet it denied
His Oneness and negated His ability to bring benefit or ward off harm.

The Roman civilization turned away from the Creator at the beginning.
Then, after embracing Christianity, they associated partners with Him, as
their beliefs were smeared with pagan practices like worshiping idols and
the powers of nature.

The pre-Islamic Persian civilization, disbelieved in Allah, worshiped the
sun instead, and prostrated to the fire and deemed it sacred.
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The Hindu civilization abandoned worshiping the Creator and
worshiped a created god instead, represented in the Trimurti that consists
of Brahma the creator, Vishnu the preserver, and Shiva the destroyer.

The Buddhist civilization turned away from God, the Creator, and took
Buddha as their god.

As for the Sabian civilization, they were from the People of the Book
but they denied the existence of their Lord and worshiped the planets and
stars instead, with the exception of some of the monotheists' sects that
were mentioned in the Noble Qur’an.

As for the Pharaonic civilization, despite the fact of its achieving
monotheism to a great extent and its exaltation of God during the era of
Akhenaten; yet it continued to believe in God's incarnation and His
resemblance to some of His creatures like the sun and others, which
became for them a symbol of God. Moreover, disbelief reached its utmost
when the Pharaoh claimed divinity and deemed himself the prime
legislator during Moses' era.

The Arab civilization abandoned worshiping the Creator and worshiped
the idols instead.

The Christian civilization denied Allah's absolute oneness and
associated with Him Jesus Christ and his mother Mary. They adopted the
Trinity doctrine which is based on the belief in one God embodied in three
hypostases (the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit).

The Jewish civilization turned away from its Creator and chose its own
god and considered him a national god. They worshiped the calf and
attributed to God in their Books human qualities that do not befit Him.

The past civilizations have perished, while both the Christian and
Jewish civilizations have turned into non-religious civilizations, which are
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capitalism and communism.Owing to the methods used by these two
civilizations in dealing with Allah as well as life in terms of creed and
intellect, they are deemed backward and not advanced, and are
characterized with brutality and immorality despite reaching the highest
peak in cultural, scientific, and industrial progress, which do not count in
evaluating the progress of civilizations.

The sound criterion of the civilizational progress depends on the logical
evidence as well as the sound concept about Allah, man, the universe, and
life.Furthermore, the sound and sublime civilization is that which leads
one to the true concepts about Allah and His relation with His creation, to
know the source of his existence and his destiny, and put this relationship
in the right place.In conclusion, the Islamic civilization is the only
advanced civilization among all these civilizations simply because it has
fulfilled the required balance. [179]

Is it not contradictory that Islam is so logical whereas
the Muslims' conditions are so haphazard?
Islam calls for good morals and prohibits evil deeds.Thus, the reason

behind bad conduct of some Muslims is their cultural customs or their
ignorance of their religion and their distance from the sound religion.

In this case there is no contradiction. If the driver of a splendid car, for
instance, had a terrible accident because of his ignorance of the sound
rules of driving, would this negate the splendidness of the car?
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Why is religion not separated from the state,
considering man's opinion as the criterion, as in the
West?

The western experience came as a reaction to the dominance and
alliance between the church and the state, by dominating people's
properties and minds during the middle ages.However, the Islamic world
has never faced such a problem due to the practicality and rationality of
the Islamic system.

As a matter of fact, we need an established divine legislation that suits
man in all conditions. We do not need resources that depend on man's
personal whims, desires, and on mood swings, as is the situation with the
legalization of usury, homosexuality and others.We do not also need
references written down by the strong to be a burden on the weak as in
capitalism, or communism that contradicts man's natural desire for
ownership.

Does Islam approve of democracy?

Muslims already have what is better than democracy, namely the
Shira (consultation) system.

Democracy: It is to consider the opinion of all your family members
before taking a crucial decision on family matters, regardless of their
experience, age, or level of wisdom, putting all on an equal footing,
starting from the kid of kindergarten up to the wise grandfather.

Shira, on the other hand, means consulting seniors and those who are
experienced regarding what serves the interest and what does not.
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The difference between the two is crystal clear. The biggest evidence
on the deficiency of democracy is what occurs in some countries
regarding the legalization of acts that are against the sound natural
disposition, religion, customs, and traditions like homosexuality, usury,
and other heinous practices, just for the sake of winning the majority
votes.Because of the excessive votes advocating immorality, democracy
has big role in creating immoral communities.

The difference between the Islamic Shira and the western democracy
lies in the source of legislation.In democracy, the supremacy in legislation
is given first to the people and the nation, whereas in the Islamic Shira,
the supremacy in legislation belongs first to the rulings of the Almighty
Creator represented in the Sharia, which is not a human product.The only
authority that man has in legislation is the authority of building upon that
divine legislation, in addition to the authority of practicing ljtihad
(personal reasoning) in what is not decided by a divine law, provided that
the human authority remains controlled within the Sharia-approved
frame of the lawful and the unlawful.

The Islamic Sharia is a unique religious law, which
does not contradict the reason, so why is there a need
for Hudud (legal prescribed punishments)?

The Hudid have been prescribed to deter and punish whoever causes
corruption deliberately. This is proven by the fact that they are not put in
action in cases of unintentional killing or theft that is driven by hunger and
dire need.Moreover, Hudld are not implemented when it comes to
minors or people with mental health issues.They are basically prescribed
to protect the society,and their severity serves an interest that is ensured
by religion for the society, which should be a cause of happiness for the
society members.The existence of Hudud is a mercy for people and a
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means for ensuring their security, thus, none would have an objection to
such Huddd except criminals, highway robbers, and corruptors out of fear
for themselves.Some of these Hudud already exist in man-made laws like
the Hadd (legal prescribed punishment) of execution and others.

Those who criticize such punishments take the criminal's interest into
account and forget the society's interest. They sympathize with the culprit
and neglect the victim. They condemn the severity of the punishment and
overlook the brutality of the crime.

Had they coupled the punishment with the crime, they would have
become certain of the justice of the Sharia penalties and of its
appropriateness for the crimes.On recalling, for instance, how the thief
sneaks under the cover of the night, breaks locks, aims his weapon, and
terrifies people; violating by that people's privacy and intending to kill
whoever tries to stop him, since murder frequently takes place as an
excuse to complete the theft or escape its consequences without any
sense of reason, we come to realize the profound wisdom behind the
severity of the Sharia penalties.

The same applies to the rest of penalties, we only have to recall the
crimes that incur such punishments with the dangers and damages, the
oppression and aggression they cause to be certain that Allah Almighty
has prescribed for every crime an appropriate punishment, and for every
deed a suitable recompense.

Allah Almighty said:
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{...And your Lord does not wrong anyone.} [180]
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Before imposing deterring punishments, Islam has offered methods of
upbringing and precaution sufficient to keep the criminals away from the
crimes they committed only if they had understanding hearts or merciful
souls.Moreover, Islam never implements such punishments except after
making sure that the perpetrator committed the crime without any
justification or a doubt of necessity. Committing crime, after all this,
indicates one's corruption and perversion and, thus, his deserving of such
painful and deterring punishments.

Islam has worked on distributing wealth fairly and has allocated a
known portion of the rich people's properties to the poor.It has made it
obligatory to provide for one's wife and relatives,and has enjoined the
acts of honoring the guest and treating the neighbor kindly.lt has made
the state responsible for supporting its members by providing them with
sufficiency in terms of essential needs including food, clothing, and
habitation so they can have a good and decent life.The state also supports
its members by helping those who have the ability to work to find a
decent job and enabling everyone to work according to his ability, and by
providing equal opportunities for all.

Let us assume that a person retuned home to find all his family
members killed by someone for the sake of theft or revenge. Then, this
person was arrested and imprisoned for a certain period of time, be it
short or long, where he eats and benefits from the facilities available in
prison, which is provided by the victim through the taxes he pays.

What would be the reaction of this victim at this moment?He would
either go insane or would become a drug addict to forget about his
pains.If that same situation occurred in a country that applies the Islamic
Sharia, the authorities would act in a totally different manner.They would
bring the criminal to the victims' family to decide what should be done to
him. They could either choose legal retribution, which is exact justice, or
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choose the Diyyah, which is the blood money paid for murdering a free
human being as a sort of compensation, or choose to pardon him, which
is better.

Allah Almighty said:
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{...But if you pardon and overlook, and forgive, then Allah is indeed All-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.} [181]

Anyone who studies the Islamic Sharia is quite aware that Hudud (legal
punishments) are nothing but an educational and a precautionary method
rather than a vindictive act or a desire to implement such punishments.
For example,

before implementing any of the Huduld, all precautions must be taken
with deliberation, benefit of doubt given, and uncertainty cleared before
applying the punishment, as the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) said: "Ward off Hudld (legal prescribed punishments) by
doubtful evidence."

Whoever falls into error and Allah conceals it, and he does not expose
himself in public is not be subject to punishment, as Islam forbids spying
on people and exposing their secrets.

Moreover, the victim's pardon of the offender suspends the Hadd.
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{...But if one is pardoned by the victim’s guardian, then a fair ransom of
blood-money should be set and paid in best way. This is a concession and
a mercy from your Lord...} [182]

Furthermore, the offender must have a free will and must not be under
coercion when committing the crime, as the Hadd is not to be
implemented on the coerced since the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said:

"My Ummah (people) have been forgiven what they do by mistake or
due to forgetfulness and what they do under coercion." [183]

There is a wisdom behind imposing heavy Sharia penalties, which are
brutal and barbaric according to their claim; as the murderer is to be
killed, the adulterer is to be stoned, the thief's hand is to be cut off, etc.
The wisdom lies in the fact that such crimes are considered the primary
crimes as each of them entails a violation of one or more of the five major
necessities: religion, life, offspring, property, and mind, and all man-made
legislations and laws throughout time have agreed on the obligation of
protecting and maintaining these necessities without which life will
remain deficient.

That is why the perpetrator of any of these crimes deserves a heavy
penalty to restrain him and deter others.

The Islamic methodology must be adopted as a whole and its Hudad
must not be implemented apart from the Islamic teachings concerning the
economic and social approaches.In fact, people's remoteness from the
right teachings of religion is what drives some to commit crimes.We have
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seen how such major crimes ruin many of the countries that do not apply
the Islamic Sharia despite all their potentialities and abilities and all their
material and technical progress.

The number of verses in the Noble Qur’an is 6348 and the number of
verses that tackle Hudid do not exceed ten verses, and they were put
with profound wisdom by One Who is All-Wise, All-Aware.How could one
miss the opportunity of enjoying the process of reading and applying this
methodology, which is considered unique of its kind by many non-
Muslims, only because they do not know the wisdom behind ten verses?!
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Moderation of Islam

How did Islam achieve social balance?

One of the general rules of Islam states that wealth belongs to Allah
and people are entrusted with it and that wealth must not circulate only
among the rich.Islam forbids the act of hoarding wealth without giving the
poor and the needy a small share of it through Zakah, which is an act of
worship that helps man give preponderance to sacrifice and giving out
over stinginess and miserliness.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Whatever gains Allah has bestowed upon His Messenger from the
people of the towns belongs to Allah and the Messenger, and to his close
relatives, orphans, the needy, and stranded wayfarers, so that wealth
should not circulate only among those of you who are rich. Whatever the
Messenger gives you, accept it, and whatever he forbids you, refrain from
it. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is severe in punishment.} [184]
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{Believe in Allah and His Messenger, and spend [in Allah’s cause] out of
what He has entrusted you with. For those among you who believe and
spend, there will be a great reward.}
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{...Those who hoard gold and silver and do not spend it in the way of
Allah, give them tidings of a painful punishment.}

Also Islam encourages all people, who are able, to work.

Allah Almighty said:
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{It is He Who made the earth smooth for you, so travel through its
regions and eat from His provisions. And to Him is the resurrection.} [187]

Islam, in reality, is a religion that appreciates work and Allah Almighty
commands us to adopt Tawakkul (reliance on Allah) rather than Tawakul
(to depend on Allah inactively). Tawakkul requires determination,
diligence, and utilization of the available means, followed by submission
to the decree and judgment of Allah.

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said to the
one who wanted to leave his she-camel loose as an expression of his
reliance on Allah:

"Tie it up and then rely (on Allah)."[188]

This is how the Muslim achieves the required balance.?’

27 "Sahth at-Tirmidhi".
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Islam has forbidden extravagance and has raised the individuals' level
to control the standard of livelihood. However, it should be noted that
richness in Islam does not just mean the fulfillment of essential needs;
rather, it means possessing food, clothes, habitation, and the necessary
means to get married, perform Hajj, and give charity as well.

Allah Almighty said:
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{And those who neither spend wastefully nor stingily, but are
moderate between them.} [189]

In the sight of Islam, the poor person is the one who fails to achieve a
standard of living that satisfies his essential needs according to the
standard of living in his country. The higher the living standard is, the
wider the actual meaning of poverty becomes.So, if it is common in a
certain community that every family owns an independent house, then,
failing to possess an independent house becomes a form of
poverty.Consequently, balance means granting each individual, Muslim or
Dhimmi, sufficiency in a way that fits the society's resources at that time.

Islam guarantees fulfilling the needs of all society members through
public solidarity,as Muslims are brothers and it is obligatory upon them to
support one another. Hence, it is the Muslims' duty to make sure that
none among them is indigent.

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said:

"A Muslim is a brother of another Muslim, he neither wrongs him nor
does he hand him over (to one who does him wrong). Whoever fulfills his
brother's needs, Allah will fulfill his needs; and whoever relieves a Muslim
of his troubles, Allah will relieve him of one of the troubles of the Day of
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Judgment; and whoever covers up (the fault of) a Muslim, Allah will cover
him up on the Day of Judgment." [190]

How does Islam achieve economic balance?

By drawing a simple comparison between the economic system in

Islam, capitalism, and socialism, for instance, it becomes obvious how
Islam has achieved this balance.

Concerning the freedom of ownership:

In capitalism: private ownership is the basic principle,

In communism: common ownership is the basic principle,

In Islam: ownerships of various types are allowed:

. Public property: It is for all Muslims such as the inhabited lands.

. State property: It refers to natural resources like forests and minerals.

. Private property: It is acquired only through investment means that
do not threaten the general equilibrium.

Concerning the economic freedom:
In capitalism: the economic freedom is limitless.
In socialism: the economic freedom is totally confiscated.

In Islam: the economic freedom is given within limits represented in
the following:

. Personal limitation that emanates from the soul due to the Islamic
upbringing and the spread of the Islamic concepts in society.
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. Objective limitation represented in specific legislations that forbid
certain acts like cheating, gambling, usury, etc.

Allah Almighty said:
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{O you who believe, do not consume usury, doubled and multiplied.
And fear Allah, so that you may succeed.} [191]
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{Whatever you lend in usury in order to gain more at the expense of
people’s wealth, it will not increase [in reward] with Allah. But whatever

you give as charity, seeking Allah’s pleasure — it is they who will have
multiple reward.}
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{They ask you about intoxicants and gambling. Say, “In both there is a
great sin, and some benefits for people, but their sin is far greater than
their benefit.” They ask you as to what they should spend. Say, “The
surplus”. This is how Allah makes His verses clear to you, so that you may
contemplate.}
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Capitalism drew an unrestricted methodology for man and invited him
to follow its guidance, claiming that such liberal methodology is what will
make him attain sheer happiness.However, man found himself at the end
confined in a class-based society, i.e., it is either extreme wealth founded
on oppressing others, or extreme poverty for those who abide by morals.

Then, communism came and revoked all classes. It tried to establish
firmer principles; however, it only created poorer communities that
suffered more pains and were more rebellious than others.

As for Islam, it adopted a moderate course and the Muslim nation,
thus, became the moderate nation. It offered humanity a great system, as
testified by the enemies of Islam. Nevertheless, some Muslims have been
negligent in their adherence to the great values of Islam.

Is Islam a religion of extremism?

Extremism, fanaticism, and bigotry are nothing but qualities that are
basically forbidden by the right religion.The Noble Qur’an urges people in
many verses to be gentle and merciful, pardoning and forgiving.

Allah Almighty said:
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{It is by Allah’s mercy that you [O Prophet] became lenient to them. If
you had been harsh and hard-hearted, they would have dispersed from
you. So pardon them, seek forgiveness for them, and consult them in the
important matters. But once you have made a decision, put your trust in
Allah, for Allah loves those who put their trust in Him.} [194]
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{Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and goodly exhortation, and
reason with them in the best manner. Your Lord knows best who has
strayed from His way and knows best those who are rightly guided.}

Lawfulness is the basic rule in Islam with the exclusion of a limited
number of prohibitions, which are indisputable and clearly mentioned in
the Noble Qur’an.

Allah Almighty said:
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{O children of Adam, dress well for every prayer. Eat and drink, but do
not waste, for He does not like the wasteful. Say, “Who has forbidden the
adornments and lawful provisions that Allah has brought forth for His
slaves?” Say, “They are for the believers in the life of this world, and they
will be exclusively for them on the Day of Resurrection. This is how We
make the verses clear for people who have knowledge.” Say, “My Lord
has forbidden shameful acts done openly or in secret, sinfulness,
unjustified aggression, associating partners with Allah for which He has
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not sent down any authority, and saying about Allah that of which you
have no knowledge.”} [196]

Islam has described as demonic acts all what calls to extremism,
fanaticism, or prohibition without a Sharia-valid evidence, and religion has
nothing to do with them.

Allah Almighty said:
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{O people, eat from what is lawful and good on earth and do not follow
the footsteps of Satan, for he is your sworn enemy. He only orders you to
commit evil and immoral deeds, and to say concerning Allah what you do
not know.} [197]

{And | [Satan] will surely mislead them and arouse in them false hopes,
and will order them to slit the ears of livestock, and will order them to
change Allah’s creation.” Whoever takes Satan as a protector instead of
Allah has surely suffered a manifest loss.}

Is Islam a religion of moderation and ease?

Religion, in principle, came to alleviate many of the restrictions that
people impose on themselves.In the pre-Islamic era of ignorance, for
instance, abominable practices became widespread like burying girls alive,
permitting certain types of food only for men and making them prohibited
for women, depriving women of inheritance, eating carrion, committing
adultery, consuming intoxicants, devouring the orphan's property,
consuming usury among other evil acts.
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One of the things that cause people to have an aversion to religion and
resort to material science is the existence of contradictions in some
religious concepts among some people.Hence, moderation and balance
are among the major characteristics and main causes that make people
interested in the right religion, and this is clearly manifest in the Islamic
religion.

The problem with other religions, which emerged from the distorted
sound religion, is represented in

either being too spiritual, thus encouraging their followers to adopt
monasticism and isolation,

or purely materialistic.

This has caused many people to turn away from religion in general
among many peoples and followers of the previous religions.

Moreover, we find among some other peoples that many legislations,
rulings, and errant practices were falsely attributed to religion as a pretext
for forcing people to apply them, the thing that caused them to deviate
from the right course and from the sound Fitrah-based concept of
religion.Consequently many people lost the ability of distinguishing
between the true concept of religion, which fulfills man's natural and
unguestionable needs, and man-made laws, customs, traditions, and
inherited practices, and this has led them later to seek the replacement of
religion with modern science.

As a matter of fact, the right religion is the one that aims at making
things easy for people and at alleviating their suffering, introducing rulings
and legislations that aim primarily at bringing along facilitation.

Allah Almighty said:
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Merciful to you.} [199]
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{...And do not throw yourselves into destruction, and do good, for Allah
loves those who do good.}
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{...He makes lawful for them what is pure and makes unlawful for them
what is impure; he relieves them of their burden and the shackles that
were on them. So those who believe in him, they honor and support him,
and follow the light which is sent down with him — it is they who will be
successful.}

Moreover, the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said:

"Make matters easy (for people) and do not make them difficult, and
give people glad tidings and do not repulse them." [202]

| recall here the story of the three men who were talking together, and
one of them said that he would pray all night long, while the other said
that he would observe fast continuously without ever breaking it, whereas
the third said that he would abstain from women and never get married.
The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) then came
and said to them:
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"Are you the ones who said such-and-such? By Allah, | fear Allah more
than you do, and | am the most obedient and dutiful among you to Him,
but still | observe fast and break it; perform prayer and sleep (at night),
and | take wives. So, whoever turns away from my Sunnah does not
belong to me." [203]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) advised
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr, on knowing that he used to pray all night long,
observe fast continuously, and recite the whole Qur’an every single night,
saying:

"Do not do that; rather pray (at night) and sleep, fast and break your
fast for your body has a right over you, your eye has a right over you, your
guest has a right over you, and your wife has a right over you." [204]

Women in Islam

Why does the Muslim woman wear Hijab?

Allah Almighty said:
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{O Prophet, tell your wives and your daughters, and the believing
women to draw their outer garments over themselves; that is more likely

that they will be known [as chaste women] and will not be harassed. And
Allah is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.} [205]

The Muslim woman understands well the meaning of the term
"Khustsiyyah" (particularity). Her love for her father, brother, son, and
husband made her realize the particularity of each type of love,as her love
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for her husband and her love for her father or brother require her to give
everyone his due right.Her father's right over her, mainly showing respect
and dutifulness, is different from her son's right over her such as
providing care, upbringing and so on.She knows quite well when, how,
and to whom she could reveal her adornment, so, her outfit in the
presence of a stranger is different from what she wears in the presence of
a close relative. In other words, she does not appear in the same look
before all people.A Muslim woman is a free woman who refuses to be a
captive of fashion and others' personal desires. She wears only what is
appropriate for her and what makes her happy and pleases her Lord.See
how the woman in the West has become a captive of fashion and fashion
houses. Once they declare that the new trend is wearing short and tight
pants, she hurries to wear it whether it fits her or makes her feel
comfortable or not.

It is no secret to anyone how the woman today has turned into a
commodity, as almost no commercial or flyer is devoid of an image of a
naked woman. This conveys an indirect message to the western woman
about her current value.When a Muslim woman conceals her adornment,
she is the one who sends the world a message indicating how valuable
she is, and how honored she is by Allah. So, those who deal with her must
evaluate her in terms of her knowledge, culture, convictions, and ideas
not in terms of her physical beauty.

A Muslim woman also understands the human nature that Allah has
instilled in people, hence, she does not reveal her adornment in the
presence of strangers to protect the society and herself from abuse.l think
none can deny the fact that every beautiful girl who feels proud of
exposing her physical charms to the public, when reaches old age would
wish that all women wear Hijab.
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Have a look at the statistics of death and disfigurement rates resulting
from plastic surgeries nowadays, what has driven women to go through
all this suffering?It is because they forced her to take part in physical
beauty contests instead of focusing on her intellectual beauty, the thing
that has caused her to waste her true value as well as her life.

Does the woman's head-cover indicate
backwardness?

As a matter of fact, uncovering the head is complete and utter
backwardness. Is there any further backwardness beyond the time of
Adam; Allah ensured for Adam and his wife concealment and clothing
since the time they were created and made to live in Paradise.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Here you will neither go hungry nor naked.} [206]

Allah has also provided Adam's offspring with garments to cover their
private parts and as an adornment. Since then, humanity has been
developing in its clothing with concealment and covering, which has
become the criterion of measuring people's progress.It is well-known that
people who live away from civilization, like some African nations, barely
wear anything besides what covers their private parts.

Allah Almighty said:
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{O children of Adam, We have given you garments that cover your
private parts and as an adornment. However, the garment of piety — that
is best. That is one of the signs of Allah, so that they may take heed.} [207]

Let the Western man have a look at his grandmother's photos on her
way to school and see what she used to wear.When swimsuits appeared
for the first time, demonstrations took place in Europe and Australia
against it because it opposed man's sound nature and customs and not
for religious reasons.The manufacturing companies then were dedicated
to producing intensive commercials using five-year-old girls wearing
swimsuits to encourage women to wear it. The first girl appeared to be
extremely shy while walking in a swimsuit and she failed to complete the
show.At that time, both men and women used to swim in full black-and-
white swimsuits that cover the whole body.

Why, in Islam, men and women do not cover their
bodies in the same manner?

The difference between men's physical structure and that of women is
an unquestionable axiom to all people, simply because men's swimsuits
differ from those of women in the West.A woman completely covers her
body to ward off temptation, but has anybody ever heard of a woman
charged with raping a man?Women, in the West, go on demonstrations
demanding their right to have a secure life free of harassment and rape
which they lack; however, we have never heard of similar demonstrations
held by men.
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Has Islam guaranteed women equality with men?

A Muslim woman seeks justice rather than equality, since equality with
man causes her to lose many of her rights and a great deal of her
distinctions.Let us assume that someone has two sons at the age of five
and eighteen. He wants to buy each of them a shirt. Equality, in this case,
means buying them shirts of the same size, which means that one of them
will have to suffer. On the other hand, justice here means buying each of
them a shirt with the size that fits him, the thing that will make everybody

happy.

Nowadays women try to prove that they can do whatever men do. In
reality; this causes them to lose their uniqueness and distinction, as Allah
has created the woman to do what man cannot do.It has been proven
that labor pains are among the most severe pains that could be
experienced by a human being.Religion came to bestow on women the
honor they deserve in return for such exhaustion, and to grant them the
right of not being responsible for financial maintenance or work and of
being fully entitled to their own property without having to share it with
their husbands like what happens in the West.Although Allah has not
given man the ability to endure labor pains, yet He has given him the
ability to climb mountains for instance.

If a woman, wishes to climb a mountain and work hard and claims she
can do this exactly like man, she may do so; however, at the end she will
be the one who gives birth to children as well, and she will be the one
responsible for caring and breastfeeding them as man cannot do this in all
cases. So, she will be forced to double her efforts although she had the
chance to avoid this from the beginning.

What is unknown to many is that if a Muslim woman claims her rights
through the United Nations, giving up her rights in Islam, the loss will be
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all hers because she enjoys much more rights in Islam.Islam achieves
integration that man and woman have been created for and this fulfills
happiness for all.

Why does Islam permit polygamy?

According to global statistics, the male and female birth rates are
almost equal. However, it is scientifically acknowledged that the rates of
females' survival are higher than those of males.Moreover, in wars more
men get killed than women.lt is also scientifically proven that the average
age of females is bigger than that of men which, consequently, leads to
increasing the rate of widows globally than that of widowers.Thus,
women will come to constitute the majority of the world population and
that is why it is not practically appropriate to restrict every man to one
wife.

In societies where polygamy is legally forbidden, we find it common for
men to have mistresses and several intimate relations out of wedlock,
which is an implicit, yet illegal, approval of polygamy.This was a
predominant phenomenon before Islam, and Islam came to rectify this
situation and preserve the woman's rights and dignity, turning her from a
mistress to a self-respecting wife, enjoying her and her children's rights.

It is quite astonishing that these societies find no trouble in accepting
affairs out of wedlock, or even same-sex marriages, and accepting
relationships void of clear responsibilities, as well as accepting fatherless
children. However, such societies can by refuse to accept a legal marriage
between a man and more than one woman.lslam, on the other hand,
shows great wisdom in this regard and clearly permits man to practice
polygamy, for the sake of preserving the woman's dignity and rights, so
long as he has less than four wives and the two conditions of justice and
ability are met.Polygamy also aims at solving the problem of the woman
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who cannot find a single husband and has no choice except to get married
to a married man or accept to be someone's mistress.

Despite the fact that Islam allows polygamy; yet, it is not true that a
Muslim man is forced to marry more than one as some may believe.

Allah Almighty said:
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{If you fear that you may not maintain justice with orphan girls [by
marrying them] then marry women of your choice — two, three, or four;
but if you fear that you may not maintain justice, then marry only one...}
[208]

Actually, the Qur’an is the only religious book in the whole world that
clarifies the fact that one must have only one wife in case the condition of
justice cannot be met.

Allah Almighty said:
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{You will never be able to maintain absolute justice between your
wives, no matter how keen you are. So do not completely incline to one
leaving the other in suspense. If you do what is right and fear Allah, Allah
is surely All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.} [209]
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In all cases, a woman is entitled to be her husband's only wife by
mentioning such condition in the marriage contract, which is an essential
and binding condition that must not be revoked.

Why is it not permissible for a woman to be married
to four men at the same time as it is permissible for
man?

One of the extremely important points that is often neglected by
modern society is the right that Islam has granted women but not to
men.Man can only marry unmarried women, whereas a woman can either
marry a single or a married man and this is meant to guarantee the
attribution of children to their real father and to protect the children's
rights and their inheritance from their father.Islam allows a woman to be
married to a married man provided that he has less than four wives and
can fulfill the conditions of justice and ability.Thus, a woman is allowed a
wider range of choices from among men and has the opportunity to learn
how to deal with the co-wife and how to approach marriage while being
aware of the morals of this husband.

Even if we assume the possibility of maintaining the children's right
through the DNA test owing to the scientific advancement, what is the
mistake of the children to deserve being introduced to their father
through such a test? How would this affect their mental state?Moreover,
how could one woman manage to be a wife to four men with such
moodiness of hers?!All this along with the diseases that she could get as a
result of her intimate relation with more than one man at the same time.
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Why are men in charge of women in Islam?

Man's Qiwamah (being in charge) is nothing but an honor bestowed on
women and a responsibility placed on men's shoulders to look after
women and fulfill their needs.A Muslim woman plays the role of a queen,
which every woman on earth aspires to. A smart woman is the one who
chooses what she should be: an honorable queen or a hardworking
woman in the middle of the road.

If we admit that some Muslim men misuse Qiwamah, this does not
indicate a deficiency in the Qiwamah system itself; rather, it indicates a
deficiency in those who misuse it.

Why does a woman inherit half of what man inherits
in Islam?

In the pre-Islamic era, women were deprived of inheritance. When
Islam came, they were not only included in inheritance but they were also
granted more or equal shares to those of men, and in some cases a
woman is entitled to inheritance while man is not.In other cases, men get
higher shares than women depending on the degree of kinship and
consanguinity, and this is the case mentioned in the Noble Qur’an:
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{Allah instructs you concerning [the inheritance of] your children: the
share of a male is equal to that of two females...} [210]

A Muslim lady once said that she had not understood this point until
the death of her father-in-law when her husband inherited double the
amount that was inherited by his sister.He used the money to buy the
missing essentials including a house for his family and a car,whereas his
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sister used her money to buy jewelry and saved the rest in a bank, as it is
her husband's responsibility to provide the a place to live and other
essential needs.Only then she understood the wisdom behind this ruling
and praised Allah.

Even if the woman works hard in many societies to provide for her
family, this does not indicate a deficiency in the inheritance ruling.For
example, if a mobile phone starts to malfunction because its user did not
follow the usage instructions, this does not indicate the deficiency of such
instructions.

Why has Islam permitted man to beat the woman?

Muhammad (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) has never
beat a woman in his whole life. As for the Qur’anic verse that talks about
beating, it refers to non-violent beating in case of recalcitrance.ln some
period, this kind of beating was depicted in the man-made law of the
United States of America as the permissible beating that should not leave
trace on the body.That is used to prevent a graver danger like when
someone shakes his son by the shoulder to wake him up from his deep
slumber so as not to miss his exam.

Let us imagine that someone found his daughter standing on the edge
of the window to throw herself; he will inadvertently grab her and pull her
back so as not to hurt herself. This is exactly what is meant here by
beating the woman; it is the husband's endeavor to prevent his wife from
destroying her home and her children's future.

This, actually, comes after several stages as mentioned in the verse
that reads:
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{As for those women on whose part you fear rebellion, [first] admonish
them, [next] forsake them in bed, and [last] hit them [gently]. Then if they
obey you, do not take further action against them. Indeed, Allah is Most
High, All-Great.} [211]

Considering the woman's weakness in general, Islam has granted her
the right to resort to the court in case of being mistreated by her
husband.

The marital relationship in Islam is to be built, in principle, on love,
tranquility, and mercy.

Allah Almighty said:

{And among His signs is that He created for you spouses from among
yourselves that you may find comfort in them, and He placed between
you love and mercy. Indeed, there are signs in this for people who
reflect.} [212]

How did Islam honor the woman?

Islam has honored the woman by considering her innocent of Adam's
sin, unlike other religions, and by holding her in high esteem.

In Islam, Allah forgave Adam and taught us how to return to Him
whenever we commit a sin throughout our life. Allah Almighty said:
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{Then Adam received some words from his Lord, and He accepted his
repentance. He is the Accepter of repentance, the Most Merciful.} [213]

Mary, the mother of Jesus (peace be upon him), is the only woman
whose name is mentioned in the Noble Qur’an.

The woman played an important role in many of the stories mentioned
in the Qur'an. An example of that is Bilgts, the Queen of Sheba, and her
story with Prophet Solomon that ended up with accepting Islam and
submitted to the Lord of the worlds as mentioned in the Noble Qur’an
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{I found a woman ruling over them, who has been given of all things,
and she has a great throne.} [214]

The Islamic history sheds light on how Prophet Muhammad consulted
women and adopted their opinions in many situations. He also allowed
women to go to mosques just like men, provided that they be modestly
dressed, knowing that a woman's prayer in her house is better. Moreover,
women used to participate with men in wars and provide medical care.
They also used to take part in trade transactions and compete in the fields
of education and knowledge.

Islam has significantly improved women's conditions compared to the
ancient Arab cultures. It has forbidden the burial of baby girls alive and
granted the woman an independent personality. It has also arranged the
contractual issues related to marriage, maintaining the woman's right to a
dowry and ensuring her rights in inheritance and private possession in
addition to her right to manage her own properties by herself.
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The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "The most perfect believer in his faith is the one who has the most
excellent morals, and the best of you are those who are best to their
wives." [215]

Allah Almighty said:
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{Muslim men and women, believing men and women, obedient men
and women, truthful men and women, patient men and women, humble
men and women, charitable men and women, fasting men and women,
and the men and women who guard their chastity, and men and women
who remember Allah much — Allah has prepared for them forgiveness and
a great reward.} [216]
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{O you who believe, it is not lawful for you to forcibly inherit women,
nor to hinder them from marriage, in order to take back some of what
you have given them, unless they commit a clear adultery. Treat them
kindly. If you dislike them, it may be that you dislike something which
Allah has put much good in it.}
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{O people, fear your Lord Who created you from a single soul, and
created from it its mate, and from both of them created countless men
and women. Fear Allah in Whose name you ask one another, and be
mindful of your kinship ties, for Allah is ever Watchful over you.}
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{Whoever does righteous deeds, male or female, while being a
believer, We will surely grant him a good life, and We will surely reward
them according to the best of their deeds.}
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{...They are garment for you just as you are garment for them...}
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{And among His signs is that He created for you spouses from among
yourselves that you may find comfort in them, and He placed between
you love and mercy. Indeed, there are signs in this for people who
reflect.}
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{They ask you [O Prophet] concerning women. Say, “It is Allah Who
gives you a ruling concerning them. It has been recited to you in the Book
concerning orphan girls whom you deprive of their prescribed rights [of
dowry and inheritance], yet you desire to marry them, and concerning
helpless children, and that you should treat orphans with justice.
Whatever good you do, Allah is All-Knowing of it.” If a woman fears ill
treatment or indifference on her husband’s part, there is no blame on
them to reach an amicable reconciliation between themselves, for
reconciliation is best, even though human souls are prone to avarice. If
you do good and fear Allah, Allah is All-Aware of what you do.}

Allah Almighty has commanded men to provide for women and
preserve their properties, and has relieved women of all financial
responsibilities towards the family. Islam has also preserved the woman's
identity and personality as it has allowed her to keep her family name
even after getting married.
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Why did Prophet Muhammad implement the Hadd
(prescribed legal punishment) of adultery whereas
Jesus forgave the adulteress?

There is a total agreement between Judaism, Christianity and Islam on
imposing a heavy penalty for the adultery crime. [223]

In Christianity, Jesus stressed the meaning of adultery and made it
inclusive of the moral conception and not just restricted to the physical
and tangible act itself.?®Christianity has made it forbidden for the
adulterers to inherit the Kingdom of God; so, they will have no other
option but to suffer the eternal torment in Hellfire.The punishment to be
inflicted on adulterers in this worldly life is that which was decided by the
legislation of Moses, i.e., being stoned to death.

Moreover, scholars of the Holy Scripture admit today that the story of
Jesus' forgiveness of the adulteress does not actually exist in the earliest
copies of the Gospel of John; however, it was added to it later, the thing
that is affirmed by the recent translations.??More important than all this is
the declaration made by Jesus himself at the beginning of his call when he
stated that he had not come to revoke the laws of Moses and the
previous prophets, rather the disappearance of the heavens and the earth
were less significant for him than missing one single point of Moses'
legislation as mentioned in the Gospel of Luke.Hence, Jesus could not

28 The Old Testament, Book of Leviticus 20: 10-18.

2% The New Testament, Gospel of Matthew 5: 27-30.The New
Testament, First Epistle of the Corinthians 6: 9-10.The New Testament,
Gospel of John 8: 3-11.
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have possibly suspended Moses' legislation by leaving the adulteress
unpunished.

For the punishment to be implemented, there must be four witnesses
along with a description of the adultery incident in a way that confirms its
occurrence and not just the mere presence of a man with a woman in the
same place. If any of the witnesses withdraws his testimony, the
punishment is to be suspended.This explains the scarcity of cases where
the punishment of adultery is implemented throughout history, as this is
the only way to prove it and it is difficult, rather impossible, unless the
adulterer himself makes a confession.3°

In case the punishment is implemented, based on the confession of
one of the offenders not the testimony of four witnesses, punishment
should not be inflicted on the second offender who has not confessed his
crime.

Allah has left the door open to repentance,

as Allah Almighty said:
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{Allah only accepts the repentance of those who commit evil out of
ignorance, then repent soon thereafter; it is they to whom Allah will turn
in forgiveness, for Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.} [229]

30 https://www.alukah.net/sharia/ 0/82804/The New Testament,
Gospel of Luke 16: 17.
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{Whoever commits evil or wrongs himself, then seeks Allah’s
forgiveness will find Allah All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.}
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{Allah wants to lighten your burdens, for man was created weak.}

Islam acknowledges man's natural need; however, it seeks to satisfy
such instinctual motive through the legal method, i.e., marriage.That is
why Islam advocates early marriage and offers support from the Muslims'
public treasury in case of financial inability. Islam is also keen on purifying
the society from all means of spreading immorality, setting sublime goals
that would consume the energy and direct it to what is good, and filling
the free time with what would bring closeness to Allah. All such things
block all justifications for committing the crime of adultery.Despite all
this, Islam does not hasten to inflict the punishment until adultery is
proven by the testimony of four witnesses, knowing that it is extremely
rare to find four witnesses to such a crime unless the offender declares it
in public, in which case he becomes liable for this severe punishment.It
should be noted that adultery is one of the major sins, whether
committed secretly or openly.

Once a woman came to the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) and willingly confessed and asked him to implement the
punishment on her, and she was pregnant from adultery. The Prophet
summoned her guardian and ordered him to treat her kindly, the thing
that indicates the perfection of the Sharia and the perfection of the
Creator's mercy towards His creation.
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The Messenger of Allah said to her: "Go back until you give birth."
When she came back, he said to her: "Go back until your child is
weaned."Owing to her insistence on returning to the Prophet after her
child was weaned, he implemented the punishment on her and said: "She
repented such a repentance (for her sin) that if were distributed among
seventy of the inhabitants of Madinah, it would be sufficient for them."

This noble situation was a clear manifestation of the Prophet's mercy.

The Creator's Justice

What is the stance of Islam on the principle of justice
and fairness?

Islam calls for the establishment of justice among people and fairness
in measure and weight.

Allah Almighty said:
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{And to the people of Midian [We sent] their brother Shu‘ayb. He said,
“O my people, worship Allah; you have no god other than Him. There has
come to you a clear proof from your Lord. Give full measure and weight,
and do not defraud people of their property, and do not spread
corruption in the land after it has been set aright. That is best for you, if
you are [truly] believers.} [232]
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{O you who believe, stand firm for Allah by bearing true testimony,
and do not let the hatred of a people lead you away from justice. Be just;
that is closer to righteousness. And fear Allah, for Allah is All-Aware of
what you do.}
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{Indeed, Allah commands you to return trusts to their owners, and
when you judge between people, judge with justice. What an excellent
exhortation from Allah to you! Indeed, Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing.}
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{Allah enjoins justice, kindness, and giving relatives [their dues], and He

forbids shameful acts, evil deeds and oppression. He exhorts you, so that
you may take heed.}
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{O you who believe, do not enter any house other than your own until
you ask permission and greet their dwellers. That is best for you, so that
you may take heed.}
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{If you do not find anyone therein, do not enter it until you have been

given permission. If you are told to go back, then go back; that is more
proper for you. And Allah is All-Knowing of what you do.}
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{O you who believe, if an evildoer brings you some news, verify it, lest
you harm a people unknowingly, then you become regretful for what you
did.}
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{If two groups of the believers fight one another, make peace between
them. If one of them transgresses against the other, fight against the
transgressing group until they submit to the rule of Allah. Then if they
submit, make peace between them with fairness, and be just, for Allah
loves those who are just.}
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{The believers are but brothers, so make peace between your brothers.
And fear Allah, so that you may be shown mercy.}
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{O you who believe, let not some men ridicule others, for it may be
that they are better than them; nor let some women ridicule others, for it
may be that they are better than them. Do not speak ill of one another,
nor call one another by [offensive] nicknames. How evil is the name of
wickedness after having faith! And whoever does not repent, it is they
who are the wrongdoers.}
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{O you who believe, avoid much suspicion, for some suspicions are sin.
Do not spy on one another, nor backbite one another. Would any of you
like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? You would surely abhor it. So fear
Allah. Indeed, Allah is Accepting of Repentance, Most Merciful.}

The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "None of you is a real believer until he loves for his brother what he
loves for himself."
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Rights in Islam

What is the stance of Islam on slavery?

Slavery was an established and applied system among the nations
before Islam and it was free of any restrictions.Islam's struggle against
slavery aimed at changing the perspective and mentality of the whole
society in such a way that slaves, after their emancipation, would become
full and effective members of society without the need to resort to
demonstrations, strikes, civil disobedience, or even ethnic revolutions.The
objective of Islam was to get rid of this abominable system as soon as
possible through peaceful methods.

Islam did not allow the ruler to treat his subjects as slaves. It granted
the ruler and the ruled rights and duties within the limits of freedom and
justice that are guaranteed for all.Thus, the slaves' emancipation took
place gradually through expiations, voluntary charities, and hastening to
do goodness by freeing slaves to get closer to the Lord of the worlds.

Moreover, a woman who gave birth to her master's child would not be
sold; rather, she would automatically get her freedom after her master's
death.Unlike all the previous traditions, Islam legislated that a bondmaid's
child should be attributed to his father and, thus, become free.It also
legislated that a slave could buy himself from his master by paying a sum
of money or working for a certain period of time.

Allah Almighty said:
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{...If any of your slaves wishes to enter the contract of emancipation,
make this contract with them, if you find goodness in them...} [244]

In the battles that Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) fought in defense of the religion, life, and
property, he used to command his Companions to treat the captives
kindly.The captives had the choice to win their freedom back either
through paying a sum of money or through teaching children reading and
writing.Moreover, captivity in Islam did not deprive a child of his mother
or a man of his brother.

Islam also ordered Muslims to show mercy to the fighters who
surrender.

Allah Almighty said:
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{If any of the polytheists asks you for protection, give it to him, so that
he may hear the Word of Allah, then escort him to his place of safety; that
is because they are a people who do not know.} [245]

Furthermore, Islam stipulated the possibility of helping slaves free
themselves by paying from the Muslims' money or from the state
treasury, as the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him),
along with his Companions, offered ransom from the public treasury to
free slaves.
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What is the stance of Islam on parents' and relatives'
rights?

Allah Almighty said:
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{Your Lord has ordained that you worship none but Him, and show
kindness to parents. If one or both of them reach old age in your care, do
not say to them a word of annoyance nor scold them, rather speak to
them noble words, and lower to them the wing of humility out of mercy,
and say, “My Lord, have mercy upon them as they raised me when | was
small.”} [246]
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{We have enjoined upon man kindness to his parents. His mother bore
him in hardship and gave birth to him in hardship, and his bearing and
weaning take thirty months, until when he reaches full maturity and
reaches forty years, he says, “My Lord, inspire me to be grateful to Your
favors which You blessed me and my parents with, and to do righteous
deeds that will make You pleased; and make my offspring righteous.
Indeed, | repent to you, and | am one of the Muslims [submitting to
Youl.”}

{Give relatives their due, and the needy and the stranded travelers,
and do not spend wastefully.}

What is the stance of Islam on the neighbor's right?

The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "By Allah, he is not a believer! By Allah, he is not a believer! By Allah,
he is not a believer." It was said: "Who is that, O Messenger of Allah?" He
said: "One whose neighbor does not feel safe from his evil." [249]

The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
also said: "The neighbor is the most entitled to the right of preemption, so
let him wait for him even if he is absent, if they share the same road."31

31 Agreed upon.
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The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said as well: "O Abu Dharr, if you cook broth, increase the amount of
water in it and give some to your neighbors."3?

Moreover, the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "Whoever has a piece of land and wants to sell it, let him
offer it to his neighbor."33

What is the stance of Islam on animals' rights?

Allah Almighty said:
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{There is no moving creature on earth or a bird flying with its two
wings, but are communities like you. We have missed nothing in the
Record, then to their Lord they will be gathered.} [253]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "A
woman was tormented because of a cat which she had locked up until it
died, and she was thrown into Hellfire for that. She neither gave it food or
drink when she locked it up nor freed it so that it would eat from the
vermin of the earth."

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) also said:
"A man saw a dog eating mud from (the severity of) thirst. So, he took his
shoe (and filled it) with water and kept on pouring the water for the dog

32 "Musnad al-Imam Ahmad".
33 Narrated by Muslim.
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till it quenched its thirst. Allah accepted his deed and admitted him to
Paradise."34

Has the Qur’an tackled environmental issues?

Allah Almighty said:
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{Do not spread corruption on earth after it has been set aright, but call
upon Him with fear and hope. Indeed, the mercy of Allah is close to those
who do good.} [256]
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{Corruption has appeared on land and sea because of what people’s
hands have earned, so that He may cause them to taste the consequence
of some of their deeds, so that they may return.}
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{When they leave [you], they strive to spread corruption in the land
and destroy crops and livestock, whereas Allah does not like corruption.}

34 Agreed upon.
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{And on the earth there are neighboring [yet different] tracts of land,
and gardens of grapevines, grains and palm trees — some growing in
clusters from one root or standing alone. They are all irrigated with the
same water, yet We cause some of them excel others in taste. Indeed,
there are signs in this for people of understanding.}

How does Islam maintain social rights?

Islam teaches us that social duties must be built on love, kindness, and
respect for others.

It laid down the standards and criteria and defined the rights and
duties concerning all relations that connect the society.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Worship Allah and do not associate any partners with Him. Be kind to
parents, relatives, orphans, the needy, near and distant neighbors, close
friends, wayfarers, and slaves whom you own. For Allah does not like
those who are arrogant, boastful.} [260]
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{...Treat them kindly. If you dislike them, it may be that you dislike
something which Allah has put much good in it.}
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{O you who believe, when you are told to make room in your
gatherings, then make room; Allah will give you abundance. And when
you are told to rise, then rise; Allah will raise in ranks those who believed
from among you and those who are given knowledge. And Allah is All-
Aware of what you do.}

Why did Islam forbid adoption?

Islam encourages orphan sponsorship and urges the sponsor to treat
the orphan the way he treats his children; however, it maintains the
orphan's right to know his real family to protect his right in his father's
inheritance and to avoid mixture of lineages.

The story of the western girl who learnt by coincidence after thirty
years that she was adopted and, thus, committed suicide is the biggest
proof of the inadequacy of the adoption law. Had they informed her when
she was still young, they would have spared her such an end and would
have given her the chance to look for her family.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Do not mistreat the orphan.} [263]
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{In this life and the Hereafter. They ask you about orphans. Say,
“Serving their interests is best. Should you mix your affairs with theirs,
then they are your brothers. Allah knows who is dishonest and who is
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honest. If Allah had willed, He could have made things hard for you. Allah
is indeed All-Mighty, All-Wise.”}

{If at the time of distribution, [other] relatives, orphans, and the needy
are present, give them something too, and speak to them kindly.}

In Islam, there should be neither harm nor
reciprocal harm

Why is it permissible in Islam to eat red and white
meat?

Meat is an essential source of protein. Humans have flat and
sharpened teeth suitable and prepared for chewing and grinding
meat.Allah has granted man teeth suitable for eating plants and animals,
and has created his digestive system in a way that suits digestion of plant
food and animal food, which is an evidence on the lawfulness of eating
meat.

Allah Almighty said:
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{...Lawful to you are all grazing livestock...} [266]

The Noble Qur’an laid down some rules concerning the food:
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{Say [O Prophet], “I do not find in what has been revealed to me
anything forbidden to eat except carrion, running blood or the swine flesh
— which is impure — or a sinful offering in the name of other than Allah.
However, if someone is compelled by necessity — neither driven by desire
nor transgressing due limit — then your Lord is All-Forgiving, Most
Merciful.”} [267]
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{Forbidden to you are carrion, blood, the flesh of swine, and that which
is sacrificed to other than Allah; and that which is killed by strangling, or
by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by being gored; and that which
is partly eaten by a predator unless you slaughter it [before it dies]; and
that which is sacrificed to idols. Also it is forbidden to use arrows [of
chance] to determine your decisions. This is all evil practice.}

Allah Almighty also said:
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{Eat and drink, but do not waste, for He does not like the wasteful.}
[269]

[180]



Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: "He instructed
His slaves to consume what maintains their body from food and drink,
which must be according to what benefits the body in terms of quantity
and quality. Once it exceeds this, it becomes wastefulness. Both are
unhealthy and cause diseases: refraining from food and drink or
consuming them wastefully. So, the ultimate way of maintaining good
health lies in these two words."

Allah Almighty described Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) saying: {...He makes lawful for them what is pure
and makes unlawful for them what is impure...}3*Allah Almighty also said:
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{They ask you [O Prophet] what is lawful to them. Say, “All good things
are lawful for you...}

Thus, all pure things are lawful and all impure things are unlawful.

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) clarified
how the believer should act regarding his food and drink, as he said: "The
son of Adam does not fill any vessel worse than his stomach. It is enough
for the son of Adam to eat a few mouthfuls to straighten his back, but if
he must (fill his stomach), then one third for his food, one third for his
drink, and one third for his breath." [273]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) also said:
"There should be neither harm nor reciprocal harm."36

35"7ad al-Ma‘ad" (4/213).
36 Narrated by At-Tirmidhi.
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Is not the manner of slaughtering animals in Islam
inhuman?

The Islamic manner of slaughter, namely cutting the animal's throat
and esophagus with a sharp knife, is much more merciful than the electric
shock and strangulation that cause the animal to suffer.Once the blood
stops flowing to the brain, the animal feels no pain. As for the shaking of
the animal at the time of its slaughter, it is not caused by pain; rather, it is
caused by the rapid blood flow that facilitates the process of getting all
the blood out unlike other methods that block the blood inside the animal
body causing harm to those who eat its meat.

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"Verily, Allah has enjoined kindness for all things; so when you kill, kill
with kindness; and when you slaughter, slaughter with kindness. Let one
of you sharpen his blade and spare suffering to the animal he slaughters."
[275]

Is it not true that animals, slaughtered to be eaten,
have souls like human beings?

There is a big difference between the animal's soul and man's soul. The
animal's soul is the moving force of the body; once it departs by death, it
becomes a lifeless body, which is a type of life.Plants and trees also
possess a type of life but it is not called a soul; rather, it is called a life that
flows into its parts through water without which it withers and falls.

Allah Almighty said:
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{...We created from water every living thing. Will they not then
believe?} [276]

However, it is not like man's soul that was attributed to Allah as a
symbol of honor. None knows about its essence except Allah, and it is only
for man.Man's soul is a divine matter and he is not required to
comprehend its true essence. It is a combination of the moving force of
the body along with the intellectual force (the mind), perception,
knowledge, and faith and this is what makes it distinct from the animals'
soul.

Why don't Muslims eat pork?

It is out of Allah's mercy and kindness to His creatures that He allowed
us to eat what is pure and forbade us from eating what is impure.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Those who follow the Messenger — the unlettered Prophet — whose
description they find in their Torah and the Gospel. He enjoins them to do
what is good and forbids them from what is evil; he makes lawful for them
what is pure and makes unlawful for them what is impure; he relieves
them of their burden and the shackles that were on them. So those who

[183]



believe in him, they honor and support him, and follow the light which is
sent down with him — it is they who will be successful.”} [277]

Some of those who converted to Islam mentioned that the swine was
the cause behind their conversion to Islam.

Knowing that this animal is extremely filthy and causes many diseases,
they hated to consume its meat.They thought that Muslims do not eat
pork only because it is forbidden in their Book that they sanctify and
worship, until they realized later that it is forbidden for Muslims to
consume it because it is a filthy animal and its flesh is harmful; only then
they understood the greatness of this religion.

Allah Almighty said:
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{He has only forbidden to you carrion, blood, the flesh of swine, and
what has been sacrificed to other than Allah. But if someone is compelled
by necessity — neither driven by desire nor exceeding immediate need —
then there is no sin upon him; for Allah is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.}
[278]

The consumption of swine was also forbidden in the Old Testament.
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"And the pig, although it has cloven hoof, does not chew the cud; it is

unclean for you. You must not eat their meat or touch their carcasses;
they are unclean for you." [279]

[184]



9 %

4y prsdls"
"37 | luel
"And the pig, which indeed has cloven hoof, but does not chew the

cud, is unclean for you. Their flesh you shall not eat, and their dead bodies
you shall not touch."
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It is well-known that Moses' legislation is the same as that of Jesus
according to what was mentioned in the New Testament quoting Jesus.38
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"Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; |
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly | tell you, until
heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke
of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is
accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these
commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven." [281]

Thereupon, the consumption of pork is deemed forbidden in
Christianity just as it was forbidden in Judaism.3?

37 Book of Leviticus 11: 7-8.
38 Book of Deuteronomy 14: 8.
39 Gospel of Matthew 5: 17-19.
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Why does Islam forbid Riba (usury)?

Money, from an Islamic perspective, is a means of trade, exchange of
commodities, services, and construction. However, when we lend money
to earn a profit, we deprive money of its chief purpose as a means of
exchange and development, and we turn it into a goal in itself.

Interests, or usury, that are imposed on loans is a motivation for the
loaners as they are not liable to loss. Consequently, the accrued profits
that loaners get throughout the years will increase the gap between the
rich and the poor.In the recent decades, governments and institutions got
involved in this field on a wider range as we have witnessed many
examples of the collapse of economic systems in some countries.Usury
has the ability to spread corruption in society in such a way that no other
crime can ever do. [282]

Allah Almighty said:*°

40 Based on the Christian principles, Thomas Aquinas condemned
usury, or usurious loans. The church, owing to its important religious and
worldly role, managed to generalize the prohibition of usury to its
subjects after it had already forbidden clergymen from practicing it since
the second century. According to Thomas Aquinas, the causes behind the
prohibition of interest is that it cannot be the price paid for the loaner's
wait, i.e., the price of the time that the loaner already owns, as they deem
this procedure a trade dealing. In the past, Aristotle used to believe that
money is nothing but a means of trade not a method of gaining interests.
As for Plato, he used to believe that interests entail exploitation practiced
by the rich over the poor from among the society members. Moreover,
usurious transactions prevailed during the time of the ancient Greeks. At
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{O you who believe, do not consume usury, doubled and multiplied.
And fear Allah, so that you may succeed.} [283]
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{Whatever you lend in usury in order to gain more at the expense of
people’s wealth, it will not increase [in reward] with Allah. But whatever
you give as charity, seeking Allah’s pleasure — it is they who will have
multiple reward.}

Usury was also forbidden in the Old Testament as we find in the Book
of Leviticus, the following is an example of many others:

"If your brother becomes poor and was in need of you, you should
support him as though he were a stranger and a sojourner, and he shall
live with you. Take no interest from him or profit, but fear your God, and
let your brother live with you. You should not lend him your money by
usury, nor give him your food for profit." [285]

that time, the creditor was entitled to sell the debtor in the slave market
if the latter failed to repay his debt. The Romans' state was not different.
It is worthy to mention that this prohibition was not subject to religious
influences since it occurred more than three centuries before Christianity,
bearing in mind that the Gospel forbade its followers from dealing in
usury, and so did the Torah before that.
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As previously mentioned, it is well-known that Moses' legislation is the
same as that of Jesus according to what was mentioned in the New
Testament quoting Jesus.*

"Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; |
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until
heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke
of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is
accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these
commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven." [286]

Thereupon, usury is forbidden in Christianity as it was forbidden in
Judaism.*?

The Noble Qur’an also states:

{For the wrongdoing of the Jews, We prohibited for them good things
that were lawful for them; and for their frequent hindering many from the
way of Allah, and for their taking usury, although it was forbidden to
them, and for unjustly consuming people’s wealth. We have prepared for
the disbelievers among them a painful punishment.} [287]

41 Book of Leviticus 25: 35-37.
42 Gospel of Matthew 5: 17-19.
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Why does Islam forbid the consumption of
intoxicants?

Allah Almighty has made man distinct from all other creatures by the
faculty of mind. He has forbidden us from whatever could harm us, our
minds, or our bodies. Thus, He has forbidden us from everything causing
intoxication since it conceals and harms the mind and it leads to various
types of corruption.The one who is drunk may kill others, commit
adultery, steal, or commit any of such grave crimes that result from
consuming intoxicants.

Allah Almighty said:
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{O you who believe, intoxicants, gambling, [sacrificing on] stone alters

and divining arrows are of Satan’s evil work; therefore avoid such [evil], so
that you may be successful.}[288]

Intoxicants refer to everything that causes intoxication regardless of its
name or form, as the Prophet said: "Everything that causes intoxication is
an Khamr (intoxicant), and everything that causes intoxication is
unlawful."

It has been forbidden on account of the grave damage it causes to the
individual and society.

Intoxicants were also forbidden in Christianity and Judaism; however,
the majority today do not comply with this.
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"Wine is a mocker, strong drink leads to brawl, and whoever is led
astray by one of them is not wise." [290]

"And do not get drunk with wine, which involves dissipation."43

In 2010, the famous medical magazine, The Lancet, published a
research on drugs with the most destructive effects on the individual and
society.The study was based on 20 drugs including alcoholic drinks,
heroin, tobacco and others. They were evaluated according to 16 criteria,
nine of which were related to the harm inflicted on the consumer himself
and seven were related to the harm inflicted on others, and the
evaluation was out of one hundred degrees.**

The conclusion drawn, considering both the individual and communal
harm together, was that alcohol is absolutely the most harmful among all
drugs and it was ranked number one.

Another study that tackled the safe consumption rate of alcohol
stated:

"Zero is the safe consumption rate of alcohol to avoid the loss of lives
given the diseases and injuries that result from consuming it."
Researchers declared this clearly in a report published on the website of
the famous scientific magazine, Lancet, itself.The study included the
biggest data analysis on this topic until now. It comprised 28 million
people from around the globe representing 195 countries during the
period from 1990 to 2016 to estimate the extent of alcohol consumption
and the consumed quantities, using 694 informational sources, and how

43 Book of Proverbs, Chapter 20, verse 1.
44 Book of Ephesians, Chapter 5, verse 18.
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such consumption is related to health risks resulting from alcohol that
were derived from 592 studies conducted before and after sickness.
Results revealed that alcohol causes the death of 2.8 million people
around the world annually.

In this context, researchers recommended that actions must be taken
to impose taxes on alcohol to restrict its availability in the market, and to
propagate this as a preliminary step before its prevention from the
markets in the future. Allah, the Great, has spoken the truth as He said:

{Is not Allah the Most Just of all judges?} [292]
Pillars of Islam

What are the pillars of Islam brought by Prophet
Muhammad?
The testimony of faith, which includes testifying the Creator's oneness

and worshiping Him alone along with testifying that Muhammad is His
slave and messenger.

Constant communication with the Lord of the worlds through prayer.

Strengthening man's will and self-control as well as enhancing his
feelings of mercy and familiarity with others through fasting.

Paying a small percentage of one's savings to the poor and the needy
through Zakah, which is an act of worship that helps man give prevalence
to charity and giving over stinginess and miserliness.

Being fully devoted and dedicated to the Creator at a certain time and
place through performing similar rituals by all believers during the Hajj
(pilgrimage) journey to Makkah. It is a symbol of unity in turning to the
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Creator despite various human affiliations, cultures, languages, degrees,
and colors.

Why does a Muslim pray?

A Muslim prays in obedience to his Lord Who commanded him to pray
and Who made prayer one of the pillars of Islam.

A Muslim gets up every day at five o'clock to pray, whereas his non-
Muslim friends wake up at the same time exactly to practice their
morning sport.His prayer is nourishment for his body and soul, whereas
sports for them is only physical nourishment. Prayer is different from
supplication, which is asking Allah some need without physical movement
like bowing and prostration and which a Muslim can make any time.

Let's consider how much we care about our bodies and leave our souls
starving; the result of which is suicide cases beyond count committed by
people enjoying the highest degrees of luxury in the world.

Acts of worship lead to cessation of the feeling that exists in the
consciousness center in the brain, which is related to self-feeling and
feeling those around us. Thus, one feels a great deal of sublimity, a feeling
that cannot be perceived except by one who experienced it.

Acts of worship stimulate the emotion center in the brain and,
consequently, turn the creed from mere theoretical information and
rituals to personal conscience experiences.A father cannot suffice only
with a verbal welcome when his son returns from a journey; rather, he
feels relieved only when he hugs and kisses him.The mind possesses a
natural desire for giving beliefs and ideas a physical form, hence, the acts
of worship came to satisfy such a desire as worship and obedience take
the form of prayer, fasting, etc.
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Dr. Andrew Newberg [293] said: "Acts of worship play an important
role in improving the physical, mental, and psychological health and in
attaining tranquility and spiritual sublimity. Similarly, turning to the
Creator leads to more tranquility and sublimity."

Why does a Muslim pray five times a day?

A Muslim follows the teachings of Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) and prays in the exact manner the
Prophet used to pray.

The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Pray as you have seen me pray." [294]

Through prayer, a Muslim addresses his Lord five times a day to satisfy
his strong desire for communicating with Him throughout the day. It is the
means that Allah provided us with to address Him, and He commanded us
to adhere to it for our own interest.*

Allah Almighty said:
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{Recite [O Prophet] what is revealed to you of the Book, and establish
prayer, for indeed prayer restrains one from immoral acts and
wickedness. Indeed, the remembrance of Allah is of greater merit. And
Allah knows all what you do.} [295]

4> Narrated by Al-Bukhari.

[193]



As human beings, we almost never stop talking to our spouses and
children on the phone on daily basis out of strong love and attachment.

The prayer also plays another important role as it acts as a deterrent
on approaching evil acts and as a motivation for performing good acts;
that is when one recalls his Creator, fearing His punishment and longing
for His pardon and reward.

Moreover, one's deeds must be offered with pure sincerity for the sake
of the Lord of the worlds, and since it is difficult for man to constantly
remember this or renew his intention;therefore, there had to be certain
times for prayer to communicate with the Lord of the worlds and renew
one's sincerity towards Him through worship and deeds. The minimum is
five times every day and night. Such times reflect the main timings and
phenomena of the alternation of the day and night throughout the day:
Fajr (morning), Zhuhr (noon), ‘Asr (afternoon), Maghrib (sunset), and
‘Isha’ (evening).

Allah Almighty said:
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{So be patient with what they say, and glorify your Lord with praise
before sunrise and before sunset, and glorify Him during the night and at
both ends of the day, so that you may be pleased [with the reward].}
[296]

Before sunrise and before sunset: the Fajr and ‘Asr prayers.
During the night: the ‘Isha’ prayer.
At both ends of the day: the Zhuhr and Maghrib prayers.
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They are five prayers to cover all the natural changes that occur during
the day and to act as a reminder of its Creator and Originator.

Why do Muslims pray facing the Ka‘bah?

Allah Almighty made the Ka‘bah [297], the Sacred House, the first
House for worship and a symbol of the believers' unity since all Muslims
from around the world form circles at the time of prayer with Makkah
lying at the center.The Qur’an presents many scenes of the interaction
between worshippers and nature like the glorification and recitation of
the mountains and birds along with Prophet Dawtd (David):

{Indeed, We bestowed favors upon David: “O mountains, echo Allah’s
praise with him, and the birds too!” And We made iron malleable for
him.} [298]Islam confirms, in more than one occasion, that the whole
universe with all its creatures exalt and glorify the Lord of the worlds.
Allah Almighty said:
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{The first House [of worship] established for mankind was the one at
Bakkah [Makkah], full of blessings and guidance for the worlds.}

The spherical nature of the earth, the alternation of day and night, and
the Muslims' joining them with their circumambulation around the Ka‘bah
and their five prayers every day from various spots on earth while facing
the direction of Ka‘bah represent part of the universal system in terms of
the constant and perpetual interaction to magnify and glorify the Lord of
the worlds. It is a command addressed by the Creator to His Prophet
Abraham to raise the foundations of the Ka‘bah and circumambulate it,
and we were commanded to take the Ka‘bah as our Qiblah (direction)
during the prayer.
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Why was the prayer direction changed from the Aqsa
Mosque to the Sacred Mosque in Makkah?

The Ka‘bah was mentioned many times throughout history. People
used to visit it every year even from the farthest parts of the Arabian
Peninsula, which showed great reverence for its holiness. It was also
mentioned in the prophecies of the Old Testament: "As they pass through
the Valley of Bakkah, they turn it into a spring.” [300]

The Arabs used to venerate the Sacred House during their pre-Islamic
era of ignorance. When Prophet Muhammad was sent, Allah Almighty
made Jerusalem his first prayer direction. Then, He commanded him to
turn towards the Sacred House instead to distinguish between those who
were sincere to Allah and those who turned against Him from among the
followers of Prophet Muhammad.The main objective behind changing the
prayer direction was to make the hearts completely devoted to Allah and
to purify them from all kinds of attachment to other than Allah. Muslims,
thus, submitted and turned towards the new prayer direction as
instructed by the Prophet. The Jews used to consider the Prophet's facing
the direction of Jerusalem in prayer as an argument supporting their
stance.*®

Furthermore, such a change in the prayer direction was also a turning
point and a symbol of the shift of religious leadership to the Arabs after
being taken away from the Children of Israel for their breach of covenants
with the Lord of the worlds.

46 Old Testament, Psalms: 84.
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Are the rituals of Hajj, including the glorification of the
Ka‘bah, not considered pagan rituals?

There is a huge difference between paganism and revering certain
places and rituals, whether religious, national, or ethnic.

According to the opinion of some scholars, throwing pebbles at the
Jamrahs (stoning pillars), for instance, shows our disobedience to the devil
and our abstention from following him, and is a symbol of following the
example of Abraham (peace be upon him), who threw stones at the devil
when the latter appeared to him and tried to prevent him from carrying
out his Lord's command by slaughtering his son. [301]Similarly,
performing Sa‘y (walking at a brisk pace) between Safa and Marwah is a
symbol of following the example of Hajar, who kept walking at a brisk
pace in search of water for her son Ishmael.In all cases and regardless of
the views in this regard, all the rituals of Hajj are meant to establish the
remembrance of Allah and to indicate obedience and submission to the
Lord of the worlds. They are not meant to worship stones, places, or
people.Meanwhile, Islam calls for worshiping one God, the Lord of the
heavens and the earth and what is between them and the Creator and
Sovereign of everything.

Why do Muslims kiss the Black Stone if they do not
worship it?

Can we blame someone for kissing the envelope that contains a
message from his father, for instance?!All rituals of Hajj are meant to
establish the remembrance of Allah and to indicate obedience and
submission to the Lord of the worlds. They are not meant to worship
stones, places, or people.Meanwhile, Islam calls for worshipping one God,
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the Lord of the heavens and the earth and what is between them and the
Creator and Sovereign of everything.

Allah Almighty said:

{l turn my face towards the One Who originated the heavens and
earth, inclining to true faith, and | am not one of those who associate
partners with Allah.} [302]

Considering the possibility of death of some Muslims
due to extreme crowdedness, are the rituals of Hajj
not deemed scary?

Death caused by crowdedness during Hajj has only occurred in a
limited number of years, and usually those who die because of the
crowdedness are extremely rare.However, those who die because of
consuming alcohol, for instance, amount to millions every year, and
victims from among the crowds of football fields and the South American
carnivals are even more.In all cases, death is an inevitable truth and
meeting Allah is truth, and dying while performing an act of obedience is
better than dying while committing a sin.

Malcolm X says:

"For the first time, after spending twenty-nine years on this earth, |
stood before the Creator of everything and felt that | am a perfect human
being. | have never witnessed in my life something more truthful than
such establishment of brotherhood between people of all colors and
races. America needs to understand Islam because it is the only religion
that can solve the problem of racism." [303]

[198]



The Creator's Mercy

If Allah loves His slaves according to Islam, why does
He not permit them to adopt the individualism
methodology? [304]

There are many verses in the Qur’an that refer to Allah's mercy and His
love for His slaves. However, the love of Allah Almighty for His slave is
different from the slaves' love for one another. This is because according
to human standards, love is a need that the lover finds with the loved
one.Whereas, Allah Almighty does not need us; rather, His love for us is
that of favor and mercy. It is love of the Strong for the weak, love of the
Self-Sufficient for the needy, love of the Able for the helpless, and love of
the Great for the insignificant, a love that is based on wisdom.*’

Do we allow our children to do whatever they like on the pretext of
loving them?Do we allow our little children to throw themselves from the
window or play with exposed electric wires on the pretext of loving them?

It is impossible to allow one to make decisions based on his personal
interest and pleasure, or to make him the main focus of attention and to
give precedence to his personal interests over that of the state and the
influence of society and religion; giving him permission to change his sex
and do whatever he wishes and act and dress the way he likes in public on
the pretext that the street belongs to all.

47 Individualism considers the individual's interests a fundamental issue
that must be achieved before the interests of the state and the
communities, while they oppose any external interference in one's own
interests by society or institutions such as the government.
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If one lives with a group of people in the same shared house, could he
accept the idea that any of his housemates does something loathsome,
such as answering the call of nature in the living room, arguing that the
house belongs to all of them?Could he accept to live in such a house
without rules or standards regulating it?Absolute freedom turns man into
an ugly creature, and it has been undoubtedly proven that he is incapable
of handling such freedom.

Individualism can not be an alternative entity to the collective entity,
regardless of the individual's power or authority.Members of the society
are of various classes that complement one another and cannot dispense
with one another. Some of them being soldiers, doctors, nurses, and
judges. How could any of them give precedence to his personal interest
over that of others to achieve his own happiness and be the main focus of
attention?!

By giving full rein to one's instincts, one becomes a slave to such
instincts; however, Allah wants him to be the master of his own instincts.
Allah wants man to be rational and wise and to know how to control his
instincts without suppressing them; rather, directing them to promote his
soul and elevate his self.

When a father obliges his children to allocate some time for study,
despite their desire to only play, to obtain an academic degree in the
future, is he considered a cruel father on account of this?

If the Creator is merciful to His slaves, then why does
He not accept the tendencies of someone who is
homosexual?

Allah Almighty said:
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{And [We sent] Lot, when he said to his people, “Do you commit such a
shameful act that nobody has ever done before you? For you approach
men lustfully instead of women; you are but a transgressing people.”The
only reply his people gave was to say, “Drive them out of your town, for
they are people who keep themselves pure!”} [305]

This verse confirms the fact that homosexuality is not genetic and has
nothing to do with the human genetic code because the people of Lit
were the first to practice this type of immorality. This corresponds with
the most extensive scientific study affirming that homosexuality has
nothing to do with genes.

Should we accept the thief's tendency to stealing? It is a tendency as
well but in both cases they are abnormal tendencies, and is transgression
against the human natural disposition and against nature that must be
redressed.*®

Allah created man and guided him to the right path and gave him a
free will to choose either the path of goodness or the path of evildoing.

Allah Almighty said:

48 "Mawsu‘at al-Kahil lil-ljaz ~ fil-Qur'an wa  as-Sunnah"

https://kaheel7.net/?p=15851
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{And We have shown him the two ways [of right and wrong]?} [307]

Hence, communities that forbid homosexuality rarely suffer from such
sexual perversion, whereas communities that allow and encourage such
an attitude contain a high rate of homosexuals.This indicates the fact that
the environment and the surrounding doctrines are what determine
man's probable tendency to homosexuality.

Man's entity changes every moment based on the satellite channels he
watches, his use of technology, or his fanaticism in favor of a football
team for instance. In fact, globalization has turned him into a complicated
human being.The traitor is deemed as someone with a viewpoint, the gay
is deemed as someone with a normal attitude and has attained legal
competency to participate in public discussions; rather, we are required
to support him and reconcile with him.Dominance now belongs to
whoever possesses technology. So, if the gay is the one who owns the
means of power, he will impose his convictions on others, the thing that
would lead man to ruin his relationship with his own self, his society, and
his Creator.Since individualism is directly related to sexual perversion,
therefore, the human natural disposition, to which humanity belongs, has
vanished and the one-family concept has collapsed. This is why the West
has started to offer solutions to get rid of individualism because
proceeding with this concept will lead to losing the gains that were
achieved by modern man just as the family concept was
lost.Consequently, the West has been suffering until today from the
decreasing number of the society members, the thing that has led them
to open their doors in an endeavor to attract immigrants.So, believing in
Allah and respecting the laws of the universe that He has created for us
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along with adhering to His commands and avoiding His prohibitions are
the only way to attain happiness in this world and in the Hereafter.

How could Allah describe Himself as the All-Forgiving
the Most Merciful one time and as the One Severe in
punishment another time?

Allah is All-Forgiving and Most Merciful with those who commit sins
without insistence, given man's human nature and weakness, and who
repent of such sins and do not mean thereby to challenge the Creator.
However, Allah Almighty destroys those who challenge Him, deny His
existence, or visualize Him in the form of an idol or an animal and those
who exceed the limits in disobeying Him without repenting and whom
Allah does not want to forgive. If one insults an animal, none will blame
him; however, if one insults his parents, he will be harshly blamed. How
about the Creator's right? We should not consider the insignificance of
the sin; rather, we should consider the greatness of the One Whom we
disobey.

Does evil come from Allah?

Evil does not come from Allah. Evils are not of existential things, as
existence is pure goodness.

If someone, for instance, hit another person until he made him lose his
ability to move, then this person has acquired the attribute of oppression,
and oppression is evil.

However, the existence of power in the one who grabs a stick to hit
someone else is not evil.

Moreover, the existence of the will that Allah granted him is not evil.
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Also the existence of his ability to move his hand is not evil,
and the existence of hitting function in the stick is not evil.

All these existential things are good in themselves and do not acquire
the attribute of evil unless they lead to harm by being misused, which is
the harm of paralysis as in the previous example.Consequently, the
existence of the scorpion and the serpent is not evil in itself unless man
comes their way and gets bitten.Evil must not be attributed to Allah's
acts, which are pure goodness; rather, it must be attributed to the events
that Allah has allowed to occur according to His decree and has
predestined for a certain wisdom that leads to many benefits, despite His
ability to prevent its occurrence. Such events were the result of man's
misuse of this goodness.

What is the Creator's wisdom behind natural
catastrophes?

The Creator has laid down nature's laws and rules that regulate it. On
the outbreak of any corruption or ecological disorder, it protects itself by
itself and maintains this balance with the aim of achieving reformation on
earth and ensuring that life will proceed in a better way, and only what is
beneficial to people and life will stay and survive.When catastrophes
occur on earth and cause damages to mankind, like diseases, volcanoes,
earthquakes, and floods, these are the times when the names and
attributes of Allah become evident, for instance, the All-Powerful, the
Healer, and the All-Preserver which are manifest in His healing the sick
and preserving the survivors.Other names also become evident during
such catastrophes like His name the Just, which is manifest in His
punishing the oppressor and the sinner, the All-Wise, which is manifest in
afflicting and testing the non-sinner to recompense him with goodness for
his patience and with torment for his impatience.This way man gets to

[204]



know the greatness of his Lord through such afflictions exactly as he gets
to know His beauty through His favors. If man only recognizes the
attributes of the divine beauty, then he does not truly know Allah
Almighty.

The existence of disasters, evil, and pain was the reason behind the
atheism of many of the contemporary materialist philosophers like
"Antony Flew". Before his death, he acknowledged the existence of God
and wrote a book called "There is a God", despite his being the head of
atheism during the second half of the twentieth century. Acknowledging
the existence of God, he said:

"The existence of evil and pain in people's life does not negate the
existence of God; rather, it drives us to reconsider the divine
attributes."Antony Flew believed that such catastrophes have multiple
positive effects as they stimulate man's physical abilities to invent
whatever would grant him safety. They also stimulate his best
psychological qualities and drive him to help others. Because of evil and
pain, human civilizations were built throughout history. He said: "No
matter how many theses are written to explain this aporia, the religious
explanation will remain the most acceptable and the most compatible
with the nature of life." [308]

In reality, we sometimes take the hands of our little children and
lovingly lead them to the operation room to have their abdomens slit,
while being fully confident of the doctor's wisdom, his love for the child,
and his keenness on saving him.%°

49 Quoted from "Khurafat al-Ilhad" by Dr. ‘Amr Sharif, edition 2014 AD.
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Does the existence of evil indicate the non-existence
of God?

The one who wonders why evil exists in this life, taking it as a pretext
for negating the existence of God only reveals his shortsightedness and
his fragile thinking in realizing the wisdom behind this, and reveals his lack
of awareness about underlying issues. By posing such a question, the
atheist implicitly admits that evil is an exception.

Therefore, before asking about the wisdom behind the existence of
evil, it is worthier to ask a more realistic question, which is: How was
goodness brought into existence in the first place?

Undoubtedly, the most important question to start with is: Who
brought goodness into existence? We must first agree on the starting
point or the original or prevailing principle, then, we can search for the
causes behind the exceptions.

Scientists, in the beginning, lay down fixed and definite laws for
physics, chemistry, and biology, after which they conduct a study on the
exceptions and cases that deviate from such laws. Similarly, atheists
cannot get past the hypothesis of the existence of evil unless they first
admit the existence of a world full of beautiful, organized, and good
phenomena beyond count.

Comparing the periods of health to those when diseases spread during
the average lifetime, or the decades of welfare and prosperity to periods
of destruction and ruin, or the centuries of calm and tranquil nature to
periods when volcanoes erupt and earthquakes strike all bring up one
guestion, which is: Where does goodness come from in the first place? A
world built on chaos and coincidence can never produce a good world.
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Ironically, scientific experiments confirm this. The second law of
thermodynamics states that full entropy (degree of disorder or
randomness) in an isolated system away from any external influence will
constantly increase, and this process is irrevocable.

In other words, organized objects will collapse and vanish forever
unless they are bound from the outside. Thus, blind thermodynamic
forces could never produce anything good by itself or as good on a broad
scale as it is without the Creator organizing such random phenomena that
appear in magnificent things like beauty, wisdom, joy, and love. All this
came after proving that goodness is the basic rule while evil is the
exception and that there exists a Capable God, a Creator, and a Sovereign
Who manages all affairs.

Why does Allah punish with the fire?

How would you feel about someone who dissociated himself from his
parents, kicked them out of the house, and left them in the street?

If someone said that he would let this person in his house, treat him
with generosity, feed him, and thank him for such an act, would people
appreciate that for him? Would people accept that from him?Bearing in
mind that Allah has the highest attributes, what destiny do we expect for
someone who rejected his Creator and disbelieved in Him? Whoever is
punished with fire is as if put in his due place, as he despised peace and
goodness on earth, thus, became unworthy of the bliss of Paradise.

What destiny do we expect for someone who tortures children with
chemical weapons? Do we expect him to enter Paradise without
reckoning?!

Their sin is not limited to a certain time; rather, it is a consistent trait.
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Allah Almighty said:
[28 ] @05 383 23815 &2 LE WLAGTL3 55 .
{...And even if they were sent back, they would surely return to what
they were forbidden, for they are indeed liars.} [309]

They even swear false oath in the presence of Allah on the Day of
Judgment.

Allah Almighty said:
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{On the Day when Allah will raise them all, they will swear to Him as
they swear to you, thinking that they have something to stand on. Indeed,
it is they who are the liars.} [310]

i

Moreover, evil can emerge from people who bear envy and jealousy in
their hearts and who create troubles and conflicts among people, thus, it
is out of justice that they get recompensed with fire, a recompense that
suits their nature.

Allah Almighty said:
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{But those who reject Our verses and show arrogance towards them,
they are the people of the Fire, they will abide therein forever.} [311]
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Allah's attribute of justice entails His being the Avenger besides His
being the Merciful. Allah, in Christianity, is love only and in Judaism, He is
wrath only; however, in Islam He is a just and merciful God to Whom all
the beautiful names belong, which are the attributes of beauty and
majesty.

In real practical life, we use fire to remove impurities from the pure
substance like gold and silver. Similarly, while bearing in mind that Allah
has the highest attributes, Allah Almighty uses fire to purify His slaves in
the Hereafter from sins and misdeeds. At the end, Allah brings out of
Hellfire whoever has an atom's weight of faith in His mercy.

Allah is Most Merciful and the source of all goodness,
so, why does He not admit us all to Paradise without
reckoning?

As a matter of fact, Allah wants all His slaves to have faith.

Allah Almighty said:
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{And He does not approve of disbelief for His slaves. If you are grateful,
He approves that for you. No bearer of burden can bear the burden of
another. Then to your Lord is your return, and He will inform you of what
you used to do. He is All-Knowing of what is in the hearts.} [312]

However, if Allah sends all people to Paradise without reckoning, this
will be a flagrant violation of justice. It means that Allah will treat His
Prophet Moses and the Pharaoh the same way and will admit every
oppressor along with his victims to Paradise as if nothing happened at
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all.There is a need for a mechanism that ensures that those admitted to
Paradise will be admitted based on eligibility.

The beauty of the Islamic teachings lies in the fact that Allah, Who
knows us better than we know ourselves, informs us that we possess the
necessary qualifications to utilize the worldly means and attain His
pleasure and enter Paradise.

Allah Almighty said:

{Allah does not burden any soul greater than it can bear...} [313]

Why does the Creator punish His slaves with eternal
torment for few sins committed during their short
lives?

Many crimes lead those who commit them to life sentence. Does
anyone object saying that this life sentence is unjust because the criminal
committed his crime only in a few minutes?ls a ten-year sentence
considered unfair because the criminal embezzled from the money only
within one year?Penalties do not depend on the duration of committing
crimes; rather, they depend on the magnitude and gravity of the crime
itself.

Why does Allah repeatedly warn against the Fire, does
it not contradict the attribute of divine mercy?

A mother exhausts her children with her numerous warnings whenever
they travel or go to work to be careful to themselves in their each

commute. Is she considered a cruel mother? This is a clear misjudgment
to consider mercy cruelty.aAllah alerts His slaves and warns them out of
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His mercy. He guides them to the way of salvation and promises to
replace their misdeeds with good deeds when they repent to Him.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Except those who repent and believe, and do righteous deeds; for

them Allah will change their evil deeds into good deeds, for Allah is All-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.} [314]

Why have we not wondered about the greatness of the reward and the
bliss in the eternal gardens of Paradise in return for a few acts of
obedience?

Allah Almighty said:

{But whoever believes in Allah and does righteous deeds, He will
absolve them of their bad deeds and will admit them to gardens under
which rivers flow, abiding therein forever. That is the supreme triumph.}
[315]

Why does the Qur'’an mention repeatedly that Allah
loves the believers and does not love the disbelievers,

are they not all His slaves?

Allah Almighty guided all His slaves to the way of salvation and He does
not approve of disbelief for them. However, He does not love the wrong
attitude itself that man adopts by disbelief or causing corruption on earth.

Allah Almighty said:
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{If you disbelieve, then Allah is in no need of you, but He does not
approve of disbelief for His slaves. If you are grateful, He approves that for
you. No bearer of burden can bear the burden of another. Then to your
Lord is your return, and He will inform you of what you used to do. He is
All-Knowing of what is in the hearts.} [316]

What would we say about a father who keeps telling his children that
he will be proud of them all if they steal, commit adultery, kill, and cause
corruption on earth and tells them that he considers them like the
righteous worshippers? Simply the best description of such a father is that
he is like a devil encouraging his children to spread corruption on earth.
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The Creator's Right over His slaves

Why does the Creator not accept His slaves to sin?

If man wants to disobey Allah, then, he must not eat from His provision
and must go out of His land and seek a secure place where Allah cannot
see Him.And when the angel of death comes to take his soul, let him ask
for a respite to repent truly to Allah and offer good deeds for His sake.
Then, when the Angels of Torment come to take him to Hellfire on the
Day of Judgment, he must not go with them and must resist them. Then,
let him lead himself to Paradise. Can man do that?

When man owns a pet in his house, the best he could expect of it is to
obey him only because he bought it, but he did not create it. How about
our Creator and Initiator, is He not worthy of our obedience, worship, and
submission?!In this worldly journey, we are involuntarily submissive in
many of our affairs; our heart beats, our digestive system works, and our
senses, which are responsible for perception, function perfectly. All we
have to do is to submit to Allah concerning the rest of our affairs, which
are left to our choice, to reach safety.>®

Why does Allah torment His slaves when they do not
believe in Him?

We must differentiate between faith and submission to the Lord of the
worlds.

The right that the Lord of the worlds is entitled to and that none can
neglect is submitting to His Oneness and worshiping Him alone without

>0 The story of Ibrahim ibn Ad'ham.
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associating partners with Him, and submitting to the fact that He alone is
the Creator to Whom sovereignty and all affairs belong, whether we
accept this or not. This is the origin of belief, which should be fulfilled by
words and deeds, and we have no other option. In the light of this, man
will be reckoned and punished.

The opposite of submission is delinquency.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Should We then treat Muslims like the criminals?}[318]

As for wrongdoing, it is associating partners or rivals with the Lord of
the worlds.

Allah Almighty said:
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{...So do not set up rivals to Allah while you know.} [319]
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{Those who believe and do not mix their faith with falsehood are the
ones who will be secure, and it is they who are rightly guided.}

Faith is an issue related to the unseen that requires belief in Allah, His
angels, His books, His messengers, and the Last Day as well as acceptance
and being content with Allah's decree and predestination.

Allah Almighty said:
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{The Bedouins say, “We have believed.” Say, “You have not believed,
but say, ‘We have submitted,” for faith has not yet entered your hearts.
But if you obey Allah and His Messenger, He will not detract anything
from the reward of your deeds. Indeed, Allah is All-Forgiving, Most
Merciful.”} [321]

The previous noble verse indicates that faith is a higher and loftier
degree, which refers to acceptance and contentment. Faith has degrees
and levels and it increases and decreases.Man's ability and his heart's
readiness to comprehend unseen matters vary from one person to
another. People differ in the extent of their perception of the attributes of
beauty and majesty and their knowledge of their Lord.

Thus, man will not be punished for his low perception of unseen
matters or for his narrow-mindedness; however, Allah will hold him
accountable for the minimum accepted level that could save him from
eternity in Hellfire.It is a must to submit to Allah's Oneness and to admit
the fact that the creation and all affairs belong to Him and to worship Him
alone. By fulfilling such submission, Allah forgives all other sins for
whomever He wills.No other choice is available for man; it is either faith
and triumph or disbelief and loss; he must either be something or nothing
at all.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Allah does not forgive associating partners with Him, but forgives
anything less than that for whom He wills. Whoever associates partners
with Allah has indeed committed a grave sin.} [322]

Faith is an issue related to the unseen and it ceases once the unseen is
revealed or the signs of the Hour appear.

Allah Almighty said:
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{...On the Day when some of your Lord’s signs come, belief will be of
no benefit to those who did not believe before, or those who did not do
some good through their faith...} [323]

If man wants to benefit from his faith by performing righteous deeds
and increasing his rewards, he must do this before the advent of the Hour
and appearance of the unseen.

As for the one who has no record of good deeds, if he wishes to be
saved from eternity in Hellfire, then, he must leave this world while
submitting to Allah and admitting His Oneness and the fact that He alone
is worthy of worship.Some sinners may remain temporarily in Hellfire,
depending on the will of Allah as He may forgive them if He wishes or
admit them to Hellfire if He so wills.

Allah Almighty said:
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{O you who believe, fear Allah as He should be feared, and do not die
except as Muslims.} [324]

In Islam, faith is fulfilled by both words and deeds. It is not belief alone
as in Christian teachings today, or deeds alone as in atheism.Man's deeds
during the stage of his belief in the unseen along with his patience are not
equal to those of the one who examined and witnessed the unseen in the
Hereafter. Furthermore, the deeds of the one who worked for the sake of
Allah during hardships and the stage of weakness and uncertainty about
the future of Islam are not equal to the deeds of the one who worked for
the sake of Allah during a period when Islam was victorious, strong, and
powerful.

Allah Almighty said:
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{...Those of you who spent and fought before the conquest [of Mecca
and those who did not] are not equal. They are much greater in rank than
those who spent and fought afterwards. Yet Allah has promised each a
fine reward, and Allah is All-Aware of what you do.} [325]

The Lord of the worlds does not inflict punishment for no reason. He
reckons and punishes either for peoples' violating the rights of others or
the right of the Lord of the worlds.
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The right that none can neglect to ensure safety from eternity in
Hellfire is submitting to the Oneness of the Lord of the worlds and
worshiping Him alone without associating partners with Him by saying:
"Ash-hadu alla ilaha illallah wahdahu la sharika lahu, wa ash-hadu anna
Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa rastluh, wa ash-hadu anna rusulullahi haqq
wa ash-hadu anna al-jannata haqq wa an-nara haqq (I testify that there is
no god but Allah alone without a partner, and | testify that Muhammad is
His slave and messenger, and | testify that the messengers of Allah are
true, and | testify that Paradise is true and that Hellfire is true)", and
fulfilling its due requirements.

Refraining from turning people away from the path of Allah and from
advocating or supporting any act intended to obstruct Da‘wah (calling to
Islam) or prevent the spread of Allah's religion.

Refraining from treating people unjustly, violating their rights, or
oppressing them.

Sparing people one's harm even if that requires keeping oneself far or
isolated from people.

One might not have a record full of good deeds; however, if he did not
harm anyone and did not get engaged in any act that would bring evil
either to himself or to others, and testified to the Oneness of Allah, it is
hoped that he might be saved from the torment of Hellfire.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Why would Allah punish you, if you are grateful and faithful? Allah is
ever Appreciative, All-Knowing.} [326]
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People are classified into ranks and levels starting from their deeds in
the worldly life and until the Day of Judgment when the world of the
unseen is disclosed and the Reckoning begins. Among people, there are
those whom Allah will afflict in the Hereafter as mentioned in the noble
Hadith.

The Lord of the worlds punishes people according to their acts and evil
deeds. He either hastens their punishment in the worldly life or delays it
and inflicts it on them in the Hereafter. This depends on the extent of the
enormity of the evil deed and whether it is forgivable or not. It also
depends on the extent of its effect and harm on crops and livestock and
all other creatures, as Allah does not like corruption.

The previous nations of Nih (Noah), Hud (Heber), Salih, and Lt (Lot)
as the Pharaoh and others who rejected their messengers, Allah hastened
their punishment in this life because of their evil deeds and tyranny as
they did not keep themselves away from evil or spare people their evil;
rather, they exceeded their limits.As for the people of Heber, they were
haughty and arrogant. The people of Salih killed the she-camel, and the
people of Lot insisted on immorality. The people of Shu‘ayb (Jethro)
insisted on corruption and on violating people's rights in measure and
weight. The people of Pharaoh pursued the people of Moses out of
transgression and tyranny, and before them the people of Noah insisted
on associating partners with Allah in worship.

Allah Almighty said:
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{Whoever does a righteous deed, it is to his own benefit; and whoever
does an evil deed, it is to his own loss. Your Lord is not unjust to His
slaves.} [327]

{Each of them We seized for their sin: against some of them We sent a
storm of stones; some were seized by a blast; some We caused the earth
to swallow; and some We drowned. It was not Allah Who wronged them,
but it was they who wronged themselves.}

Determining Fate and Attaining Safety

Can one change the religion of his fathers and
forefathers?

It is man's right to seek knowledge and explore the horizons of this
universe, as Allah Almighty has granted us these minds to use them not to
suspend them.Everyone who follows the religion of his forefathers
without using his mind, thinking, or analyzing such a religion, certainly
wrongs and let's himself down, and disdains this great blessing that Allah
Almighty has bestowed on him which is the mind.

Many Muslims grew up in a Muslim family but, then, deviated from the
right path by associating partners with Allah.On the other hand, others
grew up in a polytheistic or Christian family believing in Trinity, then,
rejected this creed and testified that there is no god but Allah.

The following allegory clarifies this point. A woman cooked a fish for
her husband but before cooking it, she cut its head and tail. When her
husband asked her why she did that, she replied saying: My mother cooks
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it this way. He asked her mother why she would cut the head and tail
when cooking fish, and she gave him the same reply as her daughter.
After that, he asked the grandmother why she would cut the head and
tail, and she said: | had a small cooking pot and | had to cut the head and
tail so the fish would fit in the pot.

As a matter of fact, many of the previous events that took place in the
past ages depended on the circumstances of their age and time and had
their relevant causes, as reflected in the previous story. Actually, this is a
human disaster; to live at a time that is not ours and to imitate others'
acts without thinking or wondering despite the different circumstances
and times.

Allah Almighty said:

{...Allah does not change the condition of a people until they change
their own attitude and conduct...} [329]

What is the destiny of those whom the message of
Islam has not reached?

Allah will not wrong such people; rather, He will test them on the Day
of Judgment.

People who did not have an opportunity to learn about Islam well have
no excuse because, as we mentioned, they should not have been
negligent in searching for the truth and thinking about it, although it is
difficult to verify the act of informing people of Islam beyond ignorance
and doubt since people vary. The destiny of those who are excused for
their ignorance or for not being provided with irrefutable proof will be
decided by Allah in the Hereafter, whereas the rulings related to this
worldly life depend on what is apparent.
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Allah's judgment to punish them is not injustice after all such
irrefutable proofs that He provided them with through the mind, the
natural disposition, the messages, and the signs in the universe and in
their own selves.The least they were expected to do in return for all this
was to know Allah Almighty and worship Him alone with adhering to the
pillars of Islam at least. Had they done this, they would have been saved
from eternity in Hellfire and would have attained happiness in this life and
in the Hereafter. Do you think this is difficult?

The right of Allah Almighty over His slaves whom He created is to
worship Him alone,and the slaves' right over Allah is that He does not
punish those who do not associate anything with Him.It is very simple,
only words that man must say, believe in, and act upon and this will be
sufficient to save him from Hellfire. Is this not justice? This is Allah's
judgment and He is the Judge, the Just, the All-Subtle, and the All-Aware,
and this is His religion.

The real problem is not the fact that man errs or sins because making
mistakes is part of man's nature, as all the children of Adam are sinners
and the best of the sinners are those who frequently repent, as the
Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) told us.The real
problem; however, lies in exceeding the limits and insisting on committing
sins. Besides, when one is offered an advice, he does not listen to it or
apply it, and when reminded, he does not benefit from the reminder, and
when admonished, he does not learn his lesson, repent, or ask for Allah's
forgiveness; rather, he insists and turns away in arrogance.

Allah Almighty said:

{When Our verses are recited to him, he turns away in arrogance, as if
he did not hear them, as if there were deafness in his ears. So give him
tidings of a painful punishment.} [330]
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What is the shore of safety?
Allah Almighty said:

The conclusion of the journey of life and the reaching the shore of
safety are summed up in the following verses:
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{The earth will shine with the light of its Lord, the record of deeds will
be laid open, the prophets and the witnesses will be brought forth, and
judgment will be passed between them with fairness, and they will not be
wronged. Every soul will be paid in full for what it has done, for He knows
best what they do. Those who disbelieved will be driven to Hell in groups,
until when they reach it, its gates will be opened and its keepers will say
to them, “Did there not come to you messengers from among you,
reciting the verses of your Lord and warning you of your meeting of this
Day?” They will say, “Yes indeed, but the decree of punishment has come
to pass against the disbelievers.” It will be said, “Enter the gates of Hell,
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abiding therein forever.” What a terrible abode for the arrogant! But
those who feared their Lord will be led to Paradise in groups, until when
they reach it, its gates will be wide open, and its keepers will say to them,
“Peace be upon you. You have done well, so enter it, abiding forever.”
They will say, “All praise be to Allah Who has fulfilled His promise to us,
and made us inherit the land to dwell wherever we please in Paradise.”
How excellent is the reward of those who do [good]!} [331]

| testify that there is no god but Allah alone, Who has no partner, and |
testify that Muhammad is His slave and messenger.

| testify that the messengers of Allah are true,
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